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SILENT AUCTION ITEMS 
 
S-1     3 Spanish Lessons 
Donor(s): Megan Lancaster 

Would you like to try a new language or have you learned Spanish in the past and want to freshen up.  
Megan, a Spanish teacher of 18 years, will give you 3 private 1 hour lessons to get you on your way. 

Value: $120 Minimum Bid: $60 

 

S-2     Card Making Session 
Donor(s): Robin Tartaglia 

You can make very unique and beautiful cards using my extensive collection of rubber stamps. I will 
show you how! I will bring all the supplies to your home for a creative and fun card making session . We 
can do either a private lesson OR a party for up to six people. 

Value: $300 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

  



S-3     Line Drawing of Your Pet 
Donor(s): Janet Lane 

If you provide Janet with your favorite photo of your pet, she will make a line drawing for you. 

Value: $60 Minimum Bid: $20 

  

 

S-4     Christmas Stollen 
Donor(s): Sue Halliday 

At Christmastide each year, Sue Halliday channels her German ancestry and prepares stollen as gifts for 
friends and acquaintances (in the spirit of full disclosure, the recipe Sue uses is not authentically 
German: there is no yeast in it, and one of the ingredients is cream cheese). Most people enjoy it 
heartily. Now you can, too. 

Value: $25 Minimum Bid: $15 

  



S-5     College Essay Writing Support 
Donor(s): Bruce Johnson & Catherine Johnson 

Do you have a child preparing for college applications?  Are you not looking forward to fighting with 
them to get an application essay written?  Then look no further!  Bruce and Catherine Johnson are 
professionals and will spend up to four hours with the applicant, regardless of where they stand in the 
process: brainstorming topics, crafting a first draft, revising working drafts, or putting finishing touches 
on already good writing.  The goal is an essay that honestly and memorably introduces the applicant.  
Admissions officers read hundreds of essays; Bruce and Cathy want to be sure that your child (or 
grandchild) will stand out.   

Contact info: bkjcac1@gmail.com or visit our website: bkjohnsoncollegeapplicationconsulting.com 

Value: $480 Minimum Bid: $100 

 
S-6     Small Art Quilt 
Donor(s): Cathy Papazian 

Small art quilt wall hanging, “Dune Shack”.  It’s an original designmade by Cathy Papazian and measures 
16.5” x 21". 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $25 

 

file:///C:/Users/vandi/Dropbox/Church%20Stuff/Auction%20Planning/2020/bkjohnsoncollegeapplicationconsulting.com


S-7     Guided Canoe Outing 
Donor(s): Jane Spickett 

Guided morning paddle along a peaceful and scenic  local river, through woodland, marsh and 
meadows.  Your amiable guides Greg and Laurel will provide canoes and related gear,  and identify local 
flora, fauna and points of interest. Max group size: four guest paddlers (two canoes plus guides’ boat). 
Available May through October 

Value: $200 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

 

S-8     Spanish-Language Film and Discussion 
Donor(s): Elizabeth Garrels 

Are you learning Spanish or want to test your skills?  Elizabeth will host you and up to 5 friend at her 
home to watch a critically-acclaimed film in Spanish and afterwards lead you in a rousing discussion over 
the course of 3 hours.  Snacks will be provided.  Vocabulary and comprehension questions will be sent to 
you in advance..  Elizabeth is an MIT professor emeritus in Spanish and Latin American  Studies. 

Value: $180 Minimum Bid: $50 

   



S-9     Gluten free desert 
Donor(s): Sylvia Fohlin 

Are you eating a gluten free diet and can't figure out how to quiet your sweet tooth? Gluten-free guests 
coming over for dinner and don't know what to serve for dessert? Well with one week's notice Sylvia will 
supply a delicious, gluten-free dessert. Choose from a dozen cookies, an 8 inch single layer cake or a 
dozen decadent bars to end a meal. Please note that the dessert will be gluten free but comes from a 
kitchen where gluten and nuts are used. 

Value: $40 Minimum Bid: $20 

 

 

S-10     College Care Package 
Donor(s): Janet Lane 

Two dozen homemade chocolate chip cookies, a silly item, and a customized finger puppet - I'll take 
requests!  Einstein? Yoda? Iguana?  All sent to the college student closest to your heart. 

Value: $40 Minimum Bid: $25 

 



S-11     Piano Lessons - 2 
Donor(s): Epp Sonin 

Epp is offering two 45 minute piano lessons to an adult or child beginner. Give it a try!  Winner to 
contact Epp Sonin 

Value: $100 Minimum Bid: $75 

  

 

S-12     Kayak/Canoe on Mystic River 
Donor(s): Dominique Vo 

Dominique Vo will lend out her large canoe (large enough for 3 adults or 2 adults + 2 children) and her 
two individual Kayaks for you to explore the beautiful Mystic River for up to two hours between May 
and October 2020. Park at Dominique's house in Arlington and access Mystic lake from her front lawn. 
Paddle the Mystic and see ducks, swans, heron and possibly a turtle or two sunning on a log. Dominque 
Winner is to contact Dominique (vodomi@yahoo.com) to arrange a date and time for this outing. 

Value: $100 Minimum Bid: $50 

 

  



S-13     X-Ray Polarimetry Lab Tour 
Donor(s): Herman Marshall 

MIT Astronomer, Dr. Herman Marshall will take you on a tour of the Polarimetry Lab at MIT, near 
Kendall Square, and provide context for words you've heard and always wondered about such as 
quasars, polarization, and neutron stars. The lab is a research facility where X-rays are generated in a 
15m long vacuum system. You'll learn about the Chandra X-ray Observatory (launched in 1999) and the 
parts that were made at MIT and tested in the Polarimetry Lab before launch. You'll hear about how 
light is polarized and how we can measure the polarizations. Finally, you'll see the design of an 
instrument that would be the first to measure the polarization of low energy X-rays from neutron stars 
and quasars: the Rocket Experiment Demonstration of a Soft X-ray Polarimeter (the REDSoX* 
Polarimeter). Tour is for a small group (maximum 10) and ends with a round at the nearby Cambridge 
Brewing Company. Each attendee can receive a free pair of polarized sunglasses, good for home 
experiments! 

Value: $200 Minimum Bid: $75 

 

 

S-14     Bike tune up 
Donor(s): Andy Dixon 

Are you ready for the nice weather. Is your bike ready? If not, Andy will come by your home and do a 
tune up on your bike so you can hit the trails.  Service includes clean  and lube the chain and derailleurs 
and tune them up. Tune up the wheels and replace spokes if any are bad. Check brakes and replace and 
re-set the pads or provide new pads if needed.  Also includes a cleaning and  and custom fit. 

Value: $75 Minimum Bid: $50 

 



S-15     Help with Fall Clean Up 
Donor(s): Jane Current and Hugh Truslow 

Do you wish you had help raking leaves? Jane and Hugh will come to your home for two hours this fall 
(Oct-mid Nov) and help with your fall cleanup.  Winner to contact Jane and Hugh to schedule time. 

Value: $200 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

 

S-16     Boost your batting average 
Donor(s): Matt Widiger 

Want to get ready for the Spring season and give yourself or the sports player in your life a boost to 
their batting average?  Matt Widiger, current AAA coach for the Lexington Little League will bring over a 
decade of coaching experience at both the adult and Little League levels to provide one on one 
evaluation and coaching to an adult or child, softball or baseball.  Matt will rent a batting cage and 
provide bats and balls.  Winner to provide email and phone contact to Matt to agree upon time and 
place.  Subject to schedule of both parties and availability of cage. 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $50 

 

  



S-17     Museum of Fine Arts Membership, Contributor Level 
Donor(s): Alan and Ellen Adolph 

The Boston Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) is Boston's oldest, largest and best-known art institution.  The 
MFA houses one of the world's most comprehensive art collections and is renowned for its Impressionist 
paintings, Asian and Egyptian collections and early American art.  This membership provides a year of 
free admission to the collections and all exhibitions as well as member discounts for two adults.  It 
includes free or discounted tickets to films, lectures, and concerts, access to members-only events, 
exhibition previews, curator talks, and family programs and also up to 40% off parking, 15% on dining 
and 10% at all Museum shops.  Winner to contact Ellen for membership. 

Value: $115 Minimum Bid: $75 

 

 

S-18     Decorated Giant Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Donor(s): Sally LeGore-Nusholtz 

Sally will make a giant chocolate chip cookie for your next special occasion with custom decorations, 
writing or M&M designs. 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $20 

 

 



S-19     Airport Transportation – Departure and Return 
Donor(s): Harvy Simkovits 

Harvy Simkovits will provide transportation to and from Logan or Manchester airports for both 
departure and arrival flights, anytime. Maximum capacity: four people plus luggage. Needs to be 
scheduled when Harvy is available, yet he will fight off the relentless forces of entropy (Murphy’s Law) 
to be there for you. 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $75 

 

 

S-20     Set of 4 original abstract acrylic paintings 
Donor(s): Julianna Stockton 

Set of 4 original abstract acrylic paintings by Julianna Stockton (@antianxietyart). 4”x4” on wood blocks, 
easy to display on shelves or hang as a group on a wall. Reflecting themes of letting go and inner peace, 
the 4 pieces are named “Inward”, “Balanced”, “Release Expectations”, and “Inner Core”. 

Value: $160 Minimum Bid: $50 

     

  



S-21     4” embroidered hoop art piece featuring a sloth  
Donor(s): Julianna Stockton 

A reminder to take it easy and rest, this 4” embroidered hoop art piece by Julianna Stockton 
(@antianxietyart) features an adorable sloth taking a yoga break ;). A mini wooden display easel is 
included. 

Value: $30 Minimum Bid: $15 

 

 

S-22     UU Split Firewood 
Donor(s): Greg Shenstone and Laurel Carpenter 

Keep your hearth burning brightly with our locally-sourced air-chilled maple. Hand-split by UU elves and 
cured a minimum of one year.  Two heaping wheelbarrow loads. Available for immediate pick-up at our 
South Lexington woodlot.  We will load your vehicle, UU-haul! 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $60 

  



S-23     Mend your clothes 
Donor(s): Cristina Burwell 

Do you have a favorite item of clothing that has a hole in it, or maybe your kids do?  Or a seam that has 
come undone or a button come loose? Cristina will mend your item of clothing. 

Value: $30 Minimum Bid: $10 

 

 

S-24     4 tickets to a Lowell Spinners home game on July 19 (T) 
Donor(s): Becky and Chris Farnham 

The Lowell Spinners are a Class A Short Season Minor League Baseball affiliate of the Boston Red Sox of 
Major League Baseball.  Their home stadium is LeLacheur Park, 450 Aiken St, Lowell, MA. 

Value: $40 Minimum Bid: $10 

  

 

S-25     Photoshop Expertise and Print 
Donor(s): Jim Fesler 

Photographer and Photoshop guru Jim Fesler will provide Photoshop expertise to create a print of your 
choice. Improve your favorite photo or photos, clean up a valued family photo with scratches, dirt or 
other problems, add someone you like or remove someone you don't like from a group photo. Or create 
a photo collage combining elements of your choice, fun or artistic. This offer Includes a custom print of 
your chosen creation, and up to 4 hours of Photoshop work 

Value: $200 Minimum Bid: $75  



S-26     Foot Reflexology 
Donor(s): Catherine Collins 

Foot  reflexology is a scientific art based on the premise that there are zones and reflex areas in the feet 
which correspond to all body parts. The physical act of applying specific pressures using thumb, finger 
and hand techniques result in stress reduction which causes a physiological change in the body.  
(Reflexology Association of American)   

Practitioner:  Catherine Collins is a Certified Reflexologist     www.healingwaysconcord.com 

Value: $75 Minimum Bid: $50 

 

 

S-27     Aerial photograph 
Donor(s): Joe Turner 

Aerial photograph of ones' home, business or group of people.  It is a value of $175. Winner to contact 
Joe within one week of winning (781-439-7334 or JoeTurner607@aol.com). The session must be 
completed by December 2020. www.JoeTurnerPhotog.Smugmug.com 

Value: $175 Minimum Bid: $100 

 



S-28     Framed Monet Print (T) 
Donor(s): Sarah Richards 

Come to the auction to see this lovely framed print that you could take home with you for the right 
price. 

Value: $25 Minimum Bid: $10 

 
 
 
S-29     Framed Monet Print (T) 
Donor(s): Sarah Richards 

Come to the auction to see this lovely framed print that you could take home with you for the right 
price. 

Value: $25 Minimum Bid: $10 

 

  



S-30     5 Hours of Child Care 
Donor(s): Alisha Gandhi & Hannah Markelz 

Ever need a break from your kids? We can help you! We can offer your children five hours (broken down 
as you wish) of fun- and meanwhile, you can do whatever you want- without your children! We will 
come to your house and babysit, while you are off duty! We can sit for any children older than the age 
of one and younger than the age of 12. We are both 15-year-olds who are experienced, CPR certified, 
babysitters who love to spend time with little ones! This auction item will be a prize for not only you, but 
your children too! 

Value: $80 Minimum Bid: $50 

 

S-31 – S-34     $25 Gift Card to Crafty Yankee 
Donor(s): Kathy Fields 

Crafty Yankee, located in downtown Lexington, and owned by Kathy Fields,  has a wide range of gifts 
from artisan jewelry to bags and accessories; home accents and table settings; baby gifts and 
commemorative gifts. 

Value: $25 Minimum Bid: $10 

 



S-35     Aspiring Author Feedback Session 
Donor(s): Edith Scott Saavedra 

Are you an aspiring author or first time writer.  Do you have a few book chapters, a short story or article 
and would love some professional feedback?  Edith Scott, published author of both fiction and non-
fiction will review and edit up to 20 pages or a couple of chapters and provide feedback. 

Value: $300 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

S-36     Framed fine art photograph 
Donor(s): Karen and Peter Watson Holton 

Framed, professional fine art photograph taken by Follenite Artist Karen Watson 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $50 

 

 

S-37     Hand Knitted Socks 
Donor(s): Debbie Bassett 

The latest and greatest socks Debbie has knitted especially for us.  They are striped in a Fibonacci 
sequence. Length can be adjusted to fit your foot. 

Value: $35 Minimum Bid: $20 

  



S-38     Shawl 
Donor(s): Debbie Bassett 

Wonderful furry shawl in purples and pinks 

Value: $40 Minimum Bid: $20 

 

S-39     Supported yoga package 
Donor(s): Debbie Bassett 

You may have an idea that yoga is not for you.  Maybe you want only to de-stress or heal an aching back. 
Supported yoga is a routine that can help relieve the stress of everyday life with the aim to relax and 
heal. With 5 blankets that you shape as props for your relief, two lessons from a Kripalu teacher, and a 
book to show you how, you can arrange practical positions to relieve your pains and stress. Make a new 
beginning. 

Value: $250 Minimum Bid: $80 

  

 

S-40     Vintage Dolls 
Donor(s): Debbie Bassett 

Vintage hand-made Raggedy Anne and Andy.   20” long and at least 50 years old. They are not perfect, 
but they are sweet.  

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $10 

  



S-41     Evening of Adventure 
Donor(s): Jen Vandiver, Ben Vandiver and Mike Linden 

Come to the Vandiver house if you want to challenge yourself to overcome our puzzles and riddles in a 
creative adventure of high production value good for all ages.  If you love puzzles, challenges, 
roleplaying, or fantasy, this is an experience not to be missed.  Exact activities and difficulty level to be 
tailored to participants.   

Place one $20 bid per person who would like to attend.  First 20 bids accepted.  There must be a 
minimum of 6 bids for the event to run. 

Value: $400 Minimum Bid: $120 

  

 

S-42     Handmade Necklace 
Donor(s): Kathy Hoben 

Handcrafted necklace, about 15 inches long, Czech crystal beads with tiny glass seed beads between 
each larger bead strung on sturdy necklace wire, which is pliable and drapes well. Magnetic clasp for 
ease of closure. All knots are doubled and reinforced with clear crafters' glue. 

Value: $15 Minimum Bid: $5 

 



S-43     Kumihimo Necklace 
Donor(s): Sylvie Gondouin 

Stunning  Kumihimo necklace with aventurine chips (for luck and prosperity) made by Sylvie Gondouin 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $75 

 

 

S-44     Kumihimo Necklace 
Donor(s): Sylvie Gondouin 

Stunning  pearl and crystal Kumihimo necklace made by Sylvie Gondouin 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $75 

 

 



S-45     Raclette Party 
Donor(s): Dominique Vo 

Dominique Vo will host up to 6 guests at her house for a Raclette dinner party and, if you like, you can 
practice your French with Dominique!  If you love gooey melted cheese, this is a not to be missed event. 

Value: $400 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

 

S-46     Small Table Runner or Wall Hanging 
Donor(s): Nancy Mimno 

Impress your guests with this 12” x 30” wall hanging or table runner suitable for a table or dresser sewn 
by Nancy Mimno. Enjoy your new runner as you entertain your guests and casually drop words such as 
standard straight-stitch, free-motion quilt, and a machine that has feed dogs that drop as they admire 
this one-of-a kind work of art. 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $30 

  



S-47     Small Table Runner or Wall Hanging 
Donor(s): Nancy Mimno 

Impress your guests with this 12” x 30” wall hanging or table runner suitable for a table or dresser sewn 
by Nancy Mimno. Enjoy your new runner as you entertain your guests and casually drop words such as 
standard straight-stitch, free-motion quilt, and a machine that has feed dogs that drop as they admire 
this one-of-a kind work of art. 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $30 

 

 

S-48     Silverleaf Shawl 
Donor(s): Chris Seashore 

Keep yourself warm and fashionable with this 60" x 20" triangular shawl knitted by Chris. 

Value: $100 Minimum Bid: $50 

 



S-49     Fused Glass Platter 
Donor(s): Greg Vander Rhodes 

Come to the auction to see this one of a kind kiln forged fused glass platter designed and created by 
Greg. 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $20 

 

 

S-50     2 Deliveries of Chocolate Buttercrunch 
Donor(s): Elaine Yang 

Enjoy the sweet buttery crunch of delicious homemade Chocolate Buttercrunch, a confection made of 
layers of nuts, crunchy toffee, and chocolate. Keep it in your fridge for a ready-made crowd-pleasing 
treat for guests or yourself. Elaine will make two deliveries to you on delivery dates to be mutually 
decided (not available in July). Each delivery includes approximately 2 lbs of chocolate buttercrunch. You 
can pick dark or milk chocolate and customize the nuts or have it made nut-free with seeds. 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $20 

 

 



S-51     2 Dozen Chocolate Turtles 
Donor(s): Elaine Yang 

Enjoy homemade chocolate turtles made with your choice of nuts, a scrumptious caramel and your 
choice of milk or dark chocolate. Elaine will deliver a batch of 2 dozen turtles to you on a date to be 
mutually decided (not available in July). 

Value: $30 Minimum Bid: $10 

 

 

S-52     A Taste of the British Isles 
Donor(s): Robin Tartaglia, Nancy Alloway, Wilma Ronco and Betsy Leutz 

Get away without the hassle of an overseas flight. Join us on Saturday November 7th, 2020, from 2-4 PM 
for an afternoon sojourn to Britain - no passport needed. Enjoy a traditional and elegant British Tea, 
prepared and served to you in the beautiful surroundings of Follen’s Sonin room. The menu will include: 
scones, tea sandwiches, sweets and warm savories, a selection of teas and a special cocktail (with or 
without alcohol) to commemorate the occasion. Come on your own or treat a special someone. 

Place one $30 bid per each person who would like to attend. We will accommodate up to 30 
participants.  There must be a minimum of 10 bids for the event to run. 

Value: $900 Minimum Bid: $30 

 

 



S-53     Strawberry Obsession Jam 
Donor(s): Nancy Sofen 

Four 8-oz. jars of homemade jam.  Strawberry-Rhubarb, Strawberry-Lime-Cardamom, Strawberry-
Lemon-Ginger and Strawberry-Vanilla-Balsamic. 

Value: $16 Minimum Bid: $5 

 

 

S-54     Berry Surprising Jam 
Donor(s): Nancy Sofen 

Four 8-oz. jars of homemade jam. Strawberry, Strawberry-Lime-Cardamom, Strawberry-Lemon-Ginger, 
and Blueberry-Lime 

Value: $16 Minimum Bid: $5 

 



S-55     Mermaid Teardrop Earrings in White 

Donor(s): Karen and Bill Carruthers 

Cradled by swirl patterns in sterling silver, two cultured pearls glow luminously white. Kiva artisan, 
Komnag Wijanyan presents this pair dangle earrings from Bali.  “I love to create something from many 
kinds of materials. God gave us lots of things that are already amazing to make into nice jewelry.” This 
purchase helps improve lives around the world. 

Value: $35 Minimum Bid: $20 

  



S-56     Rock Painting with Janet Smith and Alison Harvey 
Donor(s): Janet Smith and Alison Harvey 

Find the creativity you thought you never had or take your God given talents in a new direction. Join 
Janet and Alison for an afternoon of rock painting. Supplies, inspiration and snacks will be provided. This 
unique opportunity is for four adults and will be held at our cottage in Westford. Potential dates: 
Saturday, May 30 2 – 4 pm or Saturday, June 27  2 – 4 pm 

Value: $80 Minimum Bid: $40 

 

  



S-57     Two Weeks of Unlimited Classes at Barre3 in Bedford 
Donor(s): Natasha Groblewski 

Barre3 is a full-body balanced workout combining strength conditioning, cardio and mindfulness. Our 
workouts are designed with a signature approach of sustained holds, micro-movements, and cardio 
bursts that will leave you feeling balanced in body and empowered from within. From the elite athlete 
to someone just getting back in the game, Barre3 workouts are designed to equally challenge people of 
all fitness levels and life stages, connecting where they are with where they want to be. This pass is valid 
for two weeks of unlimited classes at Natasha's studio, Barre3 Bedford (located at 158 Great Road in the 
Whole Foods plaza.) 

Value: $69 Minimum Bid: $40 

 

 

S-58     Symphonic Joy (T) 
Donor(s): Caroline Jacobs 

Basket with two musical mugs and two tickets for Lexington Symphony Pops concert.  Tickets for 
Saturday, May 2, at 7:30 p.m. but can be rolled over to any concert next year. 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $50 

  

  



S-59     Transylvanian embroidery (T) 
Donor(s): Partner Church Committee 

Come to the auction to see this exquisite and delicate Transylvanian embroidery that is becoming a lost 
art. 

Value: $35 Minimum Bid: $15 

 

 

S-60     Traveling Woman Shawl 
Donor(s): Chris Seashore 

Traveling Woman shawl in blues and springy greens - lightweight, delicate, lovely. 

Value: $100 Minimum Bid: $50 

 

 



S-61     Norwegian Mittens 
Donor(s): Chris Seashore 

Selbu style, suitable for toddlers- hand knit with deep affection. 

Value: $50 Minimum Bid: $25 

 

 

S-62     Custom Design Services 
Donor(s): Sharon Cerny and Klaus Fuchs 

Klaus is an experienced interior architect designer with over 35 years of domestic and international 
experience in residential, commercial and hospitality design.  

He is available to provide a 2-21/2 hour design consultation on a project of your choice - be it a kitchen 
renovation, redesign of living areas, bathroom or other special project.   

Klaus can help with selection of furnishings, lighting, paint colors or accessories and will work within your 

budget for the best outcome. (Highly recommended by Sharon Cerny) https://kfidesign.com/ 

 

Value: $500 Minimum Bid: $350 

  

https://kfidesign.com/


S-63     Pair of Red Sox Tickets 
Donor(s): Jack Donahue 

A pair of quite extraordinary Red Sox tickets. These seats are right behind the owner’s box be-tween 
home plate and first base and right up against the Red Sox dugout.  These tickets are for Monday April 
20, Red Sox vs. the Cleveland Indians at 11:00am.  This game may be cancelled or rescheduled but you 
will have a collectors item of tickets to a sporting event impacted by the pandemic of 2020.  And if 
canceled, the face value of tickets will be reimbursed. 

Value: $700 Minimum Bid: $350 

 

 
S-64     Get Organized - 4 hours 
Donor(s): Jane Spickett 

Got clutter? Four hours of hands-on organizing help. Nothing scares me!  Two Follenites say, “Working 
with Jane is a delight,” and “After "flunking out" with two other professional organizers, I have found 
Jane's style and way of working to be incredibly helpful.” 

Value: $200 Minimum Bid: $150 

 
 



S-65     Non GMO Kansas sunflower oil 
Donor(s): Kay Lamer 

Bring the best of nature to your table, with non-GMO sunflower cooking oil, created without chemicals, 
hydrogenation or other damaging processing.  32 oz of sunflower oil will be delivered to you so you can 
enjoy flavorful meals made with this healthy cooking oil. 

Value: $20 Minimum Bid: $10 

 

  



LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 

Winners to redeem your item before next year’s auction! 

 
L-1     Sing-Along Party 
Donor(s): Jim Herzig and Fred Johnson 

At the keyboard will be Jim Herzig and his huge repertoire of pop songs and show tunes from the 40’s, 
50’s, 60’s, and 70’s. Lyrics will be provided. Smiles and laughter guaranteed. No talent required, just an 
appetite for a rollicking sing-along and having a great time. Fred Johnson has generously offered to host 
the party and lend the use of his lovely grand piano. Winning bidder provides all food and drink. 

Value: $400 Minimum Bid: $200 

 

L-2     Outdoor "Country" Summer Dinner, for 6 
Donor(s): Leslie Coney and David Fertitta 

Leslie and David will host a group of up to 6 at their house in Lexington overlooking the picturesque 
Daily Farm for a delicious, home-cooked meal.  Your own slice of Tuscany in the heart of Lexington; think 
gingham tablecloth, flickering candles, and string lights dancing in the soft, warm summer breeze.  
Guests not required to milk, pluck or harvest any ingredients themselves. Dietary considerations can be 
incorporated into the menu. 

Value: $600 Minimum Bid: $200 

 

  



L-3     Afternoon Sail on the Maine Coast for 4 
Donor(s): Mark Metzger 

Sailing, sailing off of the coast of Maine 
If we don’t sink, the cruise won’t stink, 
And you’ll come home again! 

This is not a trip for the faint-hearted. You’ll cast your fate to the winds while you cast your lunch 
overboard. But if being cold, wet, and nauseated for what could have been a really nice afternoon at the 
beach is your idea of fun, then step right up for this sail on fabled Muscongus Bay with Mark “Captain 
Queeg” Metzger. 

You’ll pick up catchy sailing lingo like “Backwind the mizzenscuppers!” “Abandon ship!” and dozens of 
clever nautical synonyms for “How unfortunate!” Actual quote from a recent voyage: “Hey, what 
happens if I pull this?” – [name withheld at request of next of kin] 

Date between Memorial Day and Labor Day to be mutually determined. Leave mid-day from the 
Damariscotta area (3 ½ hours from Lexington), return late afternoon. Party of four maximum. Children 
must be able to swim. Adults must be able to bail. Lunch or reasonable facsimile included. 

Value: $450 Minimum Bid: $200 

 



L-4     Spring Ornamental Pruning and Tree Trimming 
Donor(s): David Rines 

David Rines, owner of Rines ArborWorks, LLC with expertise in tree and shrub pruning will come to your 
home in the spring of 2020 to provide 1/2-day (~4 hours) of ornamental pruning and tree trimming and 
consultation.  Your yard will be the envy of your neighbors.   

Value: $375 Minimum Bid: $225 

 

 

L-5     Winter Warmer Island Rum Drinks for 8 

Donor(s): Stephen Ervin, Valerie Perkins, Hill & Lisa Snellings 

You and seven friends will be served a flight of special rum drinks (from light to dark), accompanied by 
some light Caribbean fare and Reggae! Feeling parched? A mojito perhaps. Blizzard coming? What about 
a Dark & Stormy? Rough week? A Painkiller may be just the thing. The tasting will be after dinner on 
Saturday, January 9, 2021 in Davis Square Casa Snellings or in Lexington Casa Ervin/Perkins, TBD. Bring 
your flip-flops and island attire. There will be some colorful lore on the history of rum, and maybe a 
pirate joke. Arrgh you ready? No driving! Ride service recommended for participants. Your hosts are 
Stephen Ervin, Valerie Perkins, Hill & Lisa Snellings. 

Value: $600 Minimum Bid: $200 

 



L-6     The Gift of a Song 
Donor(s): Gordon Hardy 

Composer to be named and Gordon Hardy (lyricist) will compose a musical selection on a theme of your 
choosing. Gordon will interview you or anyone you choose, and set the words to music, to create a 
personal song for you and/or yours. This is a great gift for special occasions: landmark birthdays, 
retirements, receptions, graduations, roasts, etc. The style can be humorous or sincere, and may include 
memories, hopes for the future, or any special sentiment. Rapturous testimonials available on request. 

Value: $250 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

L-7     Cocktail Pairing Dinner for 8 
Donor(s): Howie Bernstein and Nick Hart 

Join Nick Hart and Howie Bernstein, and their better halves, for a fun evening of eclectic food and 
curated cocktails.  We’ve refined this dinner over the last few years and have achieved perfection.  Just 
the right amount of food and drink to leave you fully satisfied.  Each course is influenced by the various 
places Howie has dined over the years and includes flavors from Europe to Asia and is specially paired 
with a half-sized cocktail prepared by Nick, ensuring you are able to drive home at the end of the 
evening (or not, if you drink more ;-). 

Value: $1000 Minimum Bid: $600 

  



L-8     Sermon (and a bonus) 
Donor(s): Claire Feingold Thoryn 

Do you have a spiritual question, or are you pondering something philosophical, scientific or silly? 
Whether vegetable, animal, or mineral, Claire will explore the issue one Sunday morning with her 
inimitable style and pith. Previous winners have asked for sermons on siblings, monarch butterflies and 
Genghis Khan. What will be the topic this year? And as an added bonus this year only, Auctioneer Karen 
Carruthers, using her immense powers of persuasion, convinced Rev. Claire to also offer one of her most 
valued pieces of art from her own private collection!! 

Value: $375 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

 

L-9     100 Daffodils 
Donor(s): Nancy Sofen 

Nancy will come to your house this fall and plant 100 daffodil bulbs, either in a flower bed or naturalized 
on a hillside. In preparation, she will come in late summer to discuss daffodil placement, height, color 
and type.  The bulbs will be planted before the snow flies! 

Value: $150 Minimum Bid: $75 

 

  



L-10     Chinese New Year Banquet for 8.  February 13, February 20, or February 27, 2021. 
Donor(s): Howie Bernstein 

Howie Bernstein has been cooking Sichuan food since college and has more than 40 years of experience 
preparing Chinese feasts.  It has only been in the last decade that Follen auction dinners have inspired 
him to create banquets consisting of sixteen courses.  A typical auction dinner will have six “cold” 
appetizers ready when you arrive, soup, noodles or pot stickers, and eight main dishes.  All he asks is 
that you bring your appetite and wine or beer that you would enjoy drinking.  Let him know if you would 
like pairing suggestions. 

Value: $1000 Minimum Bid: $600 

 

 

  



L-11     Brewery Tour and 24 Bottles of Home Brew 
Donor(s): Cas Groblewski 

If you love your craft beers then you probably know Night Shift Brewery, based close by in Everett. You 
will not want to miss your chance to  tour the Night Shift Craft Brewery in Everett with Follen's "famous" 
brew master Cas Groblewski.  Enjoy a taste or two at the tap room and an assortment of Night Shift's 
brews to take home, courtesy of Night Shift. Your package includes a $50 gift card for Night Shift merch 
or for another visit to the tap room. To add a bit of foam on the flagon, you get one case (24 bottles) of 
custom-made beer, brewed from scratch by Cas himself.  Your choice of ale: stout, porter, pale ale, etc. 

Value: $350 Minimum Bid: $150 

  

 
L-12     Sailing on the Charles 
Donor(s): Nick Afshartous 

Would you like to try your hand at sailing? Do you want to learn about Community Boating, a public 
sailing center on the Charles River which is open to all? Join Nick for an informal two hour sailing lesson 
and tour of the Charles River aboard a Sonar - a 23' keelboat with a large mainsail and a jib which can fit 
up to 7. Help raise the main sail and rig/de-rig the boat. Sail between the Mass Ave and Longfellow 
Bridges, enjoying beautiful views of the Back Bay. The boat is owned by Community Boating where Nick 
is a sailing instructor. After sailing with Nick, maybe you will join Community Boating, too! April - 
October 2020. 

Value: $500 Minimum Bid: $125 

 



L-13     Malaysian Dinner for 8 
Donor(s): Ching Lai-McKee 

Selamat Datang! Welcome to Ching Lai-McKee home to enjoy an evening of Malaysian food. Malaysian 
food is heavily influenced by Thai, Chinese and Indian cuisine. It is spicy, fragrant and full of flavors. Spicy 
level can be adjusted per winner. The menu will include Chicken and Beef Satay, Beef Redang, Nasi 
Lemak, Assam Pedas Fish and Sambal Shrimp. The dinner will end with Malaysian sweets called kuih and 
tropical fruits.  Date and time to be mutually decided. 

Value: $800 Minimum Bid: $350 

 

 

L-14     Bespoke Bourbon and Rye Tasting for 6 
Donor(s): Ben Feingold Thoryn, Trapper Markelz, Pritesh Gandhi, Adam Suchocki and Chris Farnham 

You and five friends will be served barrel-aged bourbons and quality rye spirits for your appreciation and 
divination. The tasting itself will be held after dinner at Ben Feingold Thoryn’s home or your own as 
mutually agreed. You and your guests will enjoy five distilled whiskeys with hand carved “clear ice” 
served in appropriate glassware. Your spirit guides will walk you and your guests through the flight. 
Some history, insight and light food will accompany the experience. Our goal is to remove all boundaries 
between any who suffer from the human condition and the salve of whiskey. 

The bourbon tasting was remarkable: I experienced this spirit as if for the first time - with a hand-cut 
jewel of ice in my glass and historical perspective on each distiller. 
 - Fred Johnson 

Value: $600 Minimum Bid: $450 

 



 

L-15     Four Seasons of Soup Suppers for 6 
Donor(s): Walter and Betsy Leutz 

Delicious soup, fresh salad and crusty bread delivered to your home 4 times a year. Enjoy with family or 
friends or freeze some for those days when you need a quick supper. Choice of ingredients and recipes 
determined by you. Past seasonal favorites include Mediterranean Watercress Spinach & Chickpea, 
Minestrone, Hearty Lentil, and Creamy Fish Chowder.  Delivery dates to be negotiated. All ingredients 
organic and locally sourced when possible. 

Value: $500 Minimum Bid: $250 

 

L-16     Dumpling Party for 8 
Donor(s): Ching Lai-McKee 

If you think frozen pork dumplings from the store are addictive, then just you wait until you try these 
homemade ones. Ching Lai will host up to 8 people in her kitchen and teach you how to make plump 
and nicely chewy dumplings flavored with fresh ginger, green onion, and sesame oil. Bet you can’t eat 
just one. Date and time to be mutually decided. 

Value: $600 Minimum Bid: $200 

 

  



L-17     Middle Eastern Dinner for 8 
Donor(s): Steph Chiha 

Middle Eastern Dinner for 8 people.  Middle East cuisine covers a large area - including Arab, Iranian, 
Jewish, Assyrian, Azerbaijani Armenian, Georgian, Kurdish, and Turkish cultures.  As a celebration of 
diversity, you will be sampling dishes from many of these. At a minimum, the dinner will include 
offerings from the Arab, Jewish, Armenian and Turkish cultures. 

Value: $800 Minimum Bid: $300 

 

 

L-18     Glider Ride - summer or fall weekend 
Donor(s): Kim Vandiver 

Ride with an FAA Certified Flight Instructor. This is a ride with Kim Vandiver in a two seat glider at his 
club in Sterling, MA. It is offered on a mutually agreed upon weekend in the summer or fall.  "I saw the 

face of God. And the top of Mount Monadnock!" --Rev. Claire 

Value: $300 Minimum Bid: $200 

 

  



L-19     The Possum Dinner Experience for 6 
Donor(s): Karen and Bill Carruthers 

Join Karen and Bill for an unusual evening of potentially delicious food and a more than 50/50 chance of 
lively conversation. We are seeking six daring Unitarians to consume the “Catch of the Day” of Follen 
Hill, and other gourmet gastronomic delights. The rumors about the dinner are true. Guaranteed to be 
an experience you will never forget (even if you want to). Disclaimer: Be forewarned, exact entrees and 
activities will reflect the attributes and characteristics of the winning bidders (should there be any). 
Remember, "what happens at the Possum Dinner stays at the Possum Dinner.” John Dacey, past 
attendee opines, “The Possum Dinner Experience was the highlight of my life, far surpassing my wedding 
night and birth of my children.” 

Value: $600 Minimum Bid: $200 

 

 

L-20     Personal Coaching 
Donor(s): Melissa Merres 

Ready to take on your next goal with clarity, focus, and grace? Work with certified coach Melissa Merres 
and find out what consistent coaching support can change for you. Three months of private coaching (six 
sessions) on any issue that is relevant to you - personal, professional, or anything in between. Makes an 
excellent gift for those friends and family members graduating, searching (for a job, a partner, a 
purpose?) or approaching a transition. 

Value: $400 Minimum Bid: $100 

  



L-21     Tacos & Tequila Meal for up-to Six 
Donor(s): Gandhi & Markelz family 

Join us on for a fiesta of tacos and tequila. Your hosts will provide an inspired spread of house made 
tortillas, salsas and other fixings that will transport you to Mexico. A variety of agave based cocktails and 
refreshments including plata, reposado and anejo tequilas accompanied with clear ice (of course) & 
fresh cut limes will also be provided for the journey. Weather permitting, this meal will be served 
outdoors. Auction winners will coordinate a mutually suitable date with hosts. "Pritesh has elevated the 
art of guacamole to a religious experience." --Rev. Claire (for real, his guacamole is really good). 

Value: $600 Minimum Bid: $300 

 

 

L-22     Bee Hive Tour and Local Honey (for two) 
Donor(s): Brian Cali and Arie Derksen 

Enjoy a late spring/early summer tour of a working bee hive at our Lexington apiary, and take home 10 
pounds of delicious Lexington wildflower honey as a tasty souvenir! During the tour, we will first discuss 
the amazing biology of the honey bee and the basics of beekeeping, and then suit up in protective gear 
to take a tour through a hive to see that biology in action! 

Value: $300 Minimum Bid: $100 

 



L-23     Wilderness Survival Workshop 
Donor(s): Kyle Johnson 

Have you ever wondered how long you could survive in the wilderness or thought you might need to 
prepare for an apocalypse?  Now is your chance to increase your odds for survival.  Kyle, an experienced 
woodsman and man who can make fire with his bare hands, will educate you and up to 3 friends on 
wilderness awareness and survival over the course of an afternoon (~3 hours).  Start with some book 
learning at Kyle's house on survival priorities and then take a short trip to the wilds of Lincoln to get a 
hands on introduction to shelter building, procuring water, building a fire and finding food. 

Value: $400 Minimum Bid: $100 

 

 

L-24     Wine, Cheese and Chocolate Extravaganza 
Donor(s): Jen Vandiver 

Your own personal chocolatier will host you and five friends for a wine, cheese and chocolate 
extravaganza.    Jen Vandiver, former member of the MIT Laboratory for Chocolate Science, will teach 
you all about the science of chocolate as you learn to make professional quality dipped truffles using her 
chocolate tempering machine. Experiment with unique flavor combinations like lime coconut curry  or 
more traditional flavors.  Take home 10-20 truffles to share (or not) the next day! 

Value: $400 Minimum Bid: $200 

 



L-25     Al Fresco Summer Dining for 10-12 
Donor(s): Brian Cali 

Enjoy a casual summer evening of "slow food" al fresco dining with a group of friends in the garden of 
the Evett-Cali home in Arlington Heights.  The Mediterranean-influences menu will be prepared right in 
front of you in their wood-fired brick oven. 

Value: $1000 Minimum Bid: $500 

  


