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Yes, Life is Hard.  

And Yes, it can always be worse.   

You can always say about any situation that human beings find them-
selves in is that it could be worse. When you start comparing who was it 
the worst, it seems that there is no bottom, no lowest rung. It could al-
ways be worse; it always IS worse for somebody.  

It’s good to remember that, when you find yourself in a frustrating situa-
tion. 

On the other hand, during the last few months of a church building 
project, remembering that it could be worse doesn’t make the here and 
now any less annoying. It is a fundamental law of natural order that no 
church renovation project, no matter how big or how small, no matter 
when it is started, can ever be finished by Labor Day. It just can’t happen. 
Has never happened that I know of. I doubt that it never will.  

I have been through a church building project at the First Unitarian 
Church of Worcester. A fire in the roof put us out of our sanctuary and Re-
ligious Education Spaces for two years. The last bit was the worst.  

I have seen your new space. It is not done. It doesn’t look done. The most 
frustrating period in Worcester was after the project seemed done; it 
looked done, but we could not get a certificate of occupancy. Mysteri-
ous, invisible problems in the plumbing, or deep in the elevator shaft, or 
in the wiring had to be resolved first. All we could do was wait; we were 
waiting as fast as we could, and remind ourselves that life was hard and it 
could be worse. 
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In our story, we here are at the point when the house is full: full of a 
rooster, a duck, cats, a dog and a donkey. 

Could it be worse? Of course, there are 71 million refugees in the world 
today, who need the rest of us to extend hospitality to them so that they 
might live.  

But, on the other hand, it can also always get better. We have done our 
best this morning to lift up our prayers and blessings for the future. From 
young and from old, we have declared our optimism for our small part of 
this step-forward and step-back world. Our prayer flag reminds us that 
the church is not the building, but people who come together to share 
their blessing with each other and the world. 

So, we have this morning, these children, these youth and these adults, 
these singers and musicians, and this light and the smell of wood and 
flower.  

So, today is the day we have been given, the day the Psalmist says the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.  


