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January 27, 2019 

Worship Theme: Presence 

Reflection: Living the Dream 

 

Call to Worship:  

I call us to worship this morning in the spirit of joy and 

gratitude.  

I often say this at weddings, and I think about it all the time: 

This group that has come together today, may never come 

together again in exactly the same way. Each of you create who 

we are together, each of you are an integral part of what we will 

create today: our voices rising in song, our prayers rising in 

silence, our hearts beating together. It is a blessing to be present 

with you. Let us worship together. 
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Reflection: 

There are some words we often say to our senior high youth, as 

they are graduating and moving on to young adulthood.  

We say,  

“Wherever you go, remember that you always have a home here. 

And remember that you are beloved upon this earth.” 

 

Our hope is that they carry this home with them, in their hearts. 

That this home arches above them, an umbrella they can open 

anytime. The hymn, Thula Klizeo, translated: “Be still my heart, 

even here I am at home.”  

 

Home is a feeling; a way of being; a spiritual practice and a 

sacred place.  

 

Mary Poppins says “You can’t lose what you never lost.” What 

she means is the love that people give you can’t be lost, even 

when they are not physically present in your life any more. The 

love is always there. “Be still my heart, even here I am at 

home.”  

 

Each year we as a congregation have to come together and find 

what isn’t lost: Follen Church.  

Each year we take part in a leap of faith paired with a communal 

act of sheer willpower and we give money so this church can 

continue to exist. 
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Recently Vivian and I went to visit Louise Curtis, who was the 

music director here in late 50s, 60s, and 70s. She told me that 

when she first began here, the church was so poor and small it 

was practically about to fold.  

She locked eyes with me.  

“It could’ve become condos!” she said.  

“It could’ve become condos.”  

She shook her head. 

 

No condos, guys. No condos.  

 

So if not condos—never condos! Then what? 

Church.  

 

Church is being fully present together. 

Singing together.  

Worshipping together. 

Seeking justice together. 

Practice kindness together. 

Find new ways to flourish and bring life to ourselves, our loved 

ones, our world.  

In doing all those things we build a home, a home we can return 

to, a home we can carry in our heart. We don’t go to church. We 

are the church! 
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And—being the church is other, more pragmatic things. 

Church is offering healthcare to our employees.  

Church is paying right-sized salaries to employees. 

I think we have seen all too well in the last few weeks what it 

means to have an erratic and untrustworthy employer.  

Thank you for not being that.  

 

Thank you for being you. 

And you, the people who serve in lay leadership who pledged in 

December and upped your pledges by an average of 7%—thank 

you. 

And you, the 56 households in the wider congregation who have 

already pledged this month, thank you.  

Because of you, we have already raised almost 400,000.  

 

And you, the 150 or so households that have yet to pledge: I 

look forward to saying, thank you. 

The fact is that being a good employer costs more money every 

year. Healthcare costs and cost of living increases alone means 

our budget has to increase every single year.  

And then there is all the stuff we, the congregation, want to do 

together!  

Inspired by the resolution we made to become an actively anti-

racists congregation, our Music Director and lay leaders have 

proposed bringing an amazing musical guest, Melanie Demore 

to lead programs that integrate our “music church” identity 



 5 

together with our “justice church” identity in a joyful way! We 

want to have service trips that teach our youth and involve our 

adults! We want to fill that new building with gatherings, events, 

programs, ways to be together that are joyful and lifegiving and 

fun and real.  

What that means is—we still need to raise at least 150,000 more. 

So our stewards really look forward to connect with the 150 or 

so folks who have yet to pledge!   

 

A couple years ago, this congregation was “Dreaming Big.” 

(Remember the pins?) 

We dreamed big. We planned big. And now the dream is 

happening. 

Now we have to keep on living the dream!  

Live the dream! 

Don’t go to church. 

Be the church.  

“Wherever you go, remember that you always have a home here. 

And remember that you are beloved upon this earth.” 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: 1056 in teal hymnal Thula Klizeo –sing three 

times, first time as a call and response with the choir 

 

 

 


