FOLLEN NEWSLETTER
Follen Community Church Unitarian Universalist
Lexington, Massachusetts
May 12, 2013

www.follen.org

Janet Parsons, Editor

On May 5th Follen Community Church called
Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn
to be our next settled minister!
See Page 2 for more information
SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2013
10:00 AM: FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE,
SANCTUARY

All families with young children are welcome at this
20-minute service. The content is crafted to engage
children aged 4-10, with one main theme that parents and children can discuss later at home. Please
come early and sit down front so that your children
can participate!

10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan
and Cricket Potter

Religious Education classes will meet.
Nursery care will be provided.

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2013
10:00 AM: FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE,
SANCTUARY
10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverends Cricket Potter
and Tricia Brennan

Religious Education classes will meet.
Nursery care up to age three will be provided.

SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2013
CAPE COD WEEKEND NO WORSHIP OR PROGRAMMING AT
FOLLEN CHURCH

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2013
10:00 AM: FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE,
SANCTUARY
10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan
and Cricket Potter

Religious Education classes will meet.
Nursery care will be provided.

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2013
10:00 AM: FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE,
SANCTUARY
10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan
and Cricket Potter

Religious Education classes will meet.
Nursery care will be provided.

SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2013
10:30 AM: MULTIGENERATIONAL WORSHIP
SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan
and Cricket Potter

Religious Education classes will meet.
Nursery care will be provided.

In the Interim

celebrating what has been accomplished and noting what remains to be done. There is always “work
to be done” - that is the nature of growth and transformation - but we all truly have much to celebrate
as we come to the end of our two years together.
When we gather for worship on June 9th, we will
share with you our thoughts on what these two years
have been about and what we suggest you consider as you go forward. We will say goodbye, and
we will celebrate our shared ministry at a party at
coffee hour as well.

Reverend Tricia Brennan
Reverend Cricket Potter
Don’t you love this time of year? There is such a vibrancy with everything growing and in bloom and
with all the critters so busy with the stuff of springtime.
We are reminded of a line from English poet Christina
Rossetti where she writes of spring as the time “when
life is alive in everything.”

The other two worship services in June are special,
too - the Coming of Age service on June 2nd and the
Farewell Service with Follen’s graduating seniors on
June 16th. So much life – yes, “life is alive in everything!”

We hope that each of you can feel this aliveness
and embody it in your own lives. With the recent excitement of Candidating Week and the joy of your
voting to call Rev. Claire Feingold Thoryn as your
next settled minister, there is certainly energy in the
air at Follen. How happy we are for all of you!

We will continue to meet with various groups and
with individuals through the month of June, and then
take July as vacation time, with emergency pastoral
care back-up in place.
Soon we expect to be able to let you know where
we will be serving come August 1st as we are finalizing that contract now. We are grateful that we will
be able to continue to work together as co-ministers.
Our experience here at Follen has shown us how
much we enjoy co-ministry and value each other’s
gifts.

In our happiness, we also need to acknowledge the
bittersweet truth that we will be saying good-bye
next month. It is never easy for us interim ministers to
partner with a congregation for a few years, come
to know and love the people we serve, and then
take leave so that the congregation can go forward
enthusiastically with their next settled minister. The
joy is what we take with us when we do leave –
memories of all that we have shared as ministers and
congregation and the ways we have all grown and
learned from each other. We are all different, and
better, for the time we have shared. Thank you for
your part in that!

May we enjoy these gorgeous spring days for what
they are: lovely, lively, and passing. Likewise, we
hope to be fully present to you in these remaining
weeks, to enjoy your vibrancy and this sweet time in
your congregational life, and to say goodbye with
full and grateful hearts.
With love and appreciation,
Tricia and Cricket

In our remaining time at Follen, we and the Transition
Team will be reflecting on the work we’ve done,

Reverend Claire is Follen’s New Minister!
The Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn was called to be Follen’s
35th settled minister in an overwhelmingly positive vote at a congregational meeting May 5. Her selection was approved by a
98.4% majority, with two-thirds of the congregation casting ballots. Reverend Claire will begin at Follen Aug. 1.
The congregational meeting came at the end of a very busy week
of activities that allowed Follenites to get to know Reverend
Claire and vice versa. She also led and preached at the services
on April 28 and May 5.
Click here for more background about Rev. Claire:
follen.org/about/staff/follens-new-minister/.
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New RE Teaching Assignments:
Please Read Carefully

RE-flections
by Debra Zagaeski

There will be 18 Lead Teacher placements for the
year. We are requesting that individuals from the
Follen community that would like to serve as lead
teachers sign up for an eight-week teaching term
in one of the classes.

Community, Covenant,
Curriculum
These are the guiding stars of the religious education programs here at Follen Church. Community
to grow and support one another in our shared life
journeys, Covenant to guide our work together,
and Curriculum as defined by the entire life and
growth of the church.

Some Important Changes: There will be one
lead teacher for each class/class group. Parents/
guardians from the registered families will fill the
support teacher positions throughout the year. All
parents/guardians in a family will then sign
up for three Sunday morning teaching assistant slots on the RE teaching schedule for the
year. There are 144 slots to be filled for the
year. This is a mandatory commitment as
part of a cooperative religious education program.

Follen Church is about to begin a new chapter in
its history as we welcome a new called minister,
Claire Feingold Thoryn. We are looking toward the
future with joy and dedication to our shared mission and purpose.

*These 144 slots do not include youth group support, field trips, or special programs that are offered throughout the year.

What does this look like for the Sunday morning
religious education programs you may ask? The
RE Action Team members and I have been working this year to discern ways that we may foster
programs that engage all children, youth and
adults.

If a parent/guardian in a family has already
signed up as a lead teacher this fulfills the
family commitment for the year.

We need everyone on board to help us to provide
these programs. Teaching and volunteer support
of the RE programs are vital components of the
physical and emotional stewardship of this beloved
community.

There will be additional information regarding the
Sunday morning religious education programs
soon. The overall theme of the program next year
is Unitarian Universalist history and Identity.
There are other volunteer stewardship positions
available for the coming year.

Stewardship is about taking care of something we
value and enabling it to grow. When we become
stewards, we take responsibility and contribute
our time, talent and treasure.

We are looking for one more Grade 8 OWL
teacher for the coming year. We collaborate
with First Parish for this program. We recruit 4
OWL facilitators to share the 26-session curriculum.

In the coming 2013-14 year the Sunday morning
RE programs will call upon this stewardship from
all.

We are also looking for a Grade 6 Middle
School Youth group advisor (this may be a parent from this group).

RE Registration Information
Registration for religious education will take
place in church on several dates in May and June:
• Sunday, May 19 during coffee hour
• Monday, May 20 during choir rehearsal
• Saturday, June 1 during operetta rehearsal
• Sunday, June 2 during coffee hour

We are also looking for a Grade 7 & 8 Middle
School Youth group advisor (this may be a parent from this group).
Please speak with Debra or a member of the REAT
(Religious Education Action Team) with questions
or to volunteer for one of these positions.

Families are asked to come to the RE registration table to register their children and
youth and to sign up for their RE stewardship
slot.

In faith, Debra
3

Music Notes
The Fairies Are Coming, The Fairies Are
Coming!!

SENIOR CHOIR NOTES
Rehearsals:

June 14 and 15th at 8:00 p.m.
Follen Community Church

Sunday May 12th at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday May 14th at 7:30 p.m.

Do you know why the fairy Iolanthe was banished to live
at the bottom of a stream – or was it a well? (The Fairy
Queen does, and so do Celia and Leila and Fleta and
Jetta!) Do you know what it is like to be half-fairy, halfmortal? (Unhappy Strephon does!) Do you know what it
is like to be in love with one who is half-fairy, halfmortal? (Unhappy Phyllis does!) Do you know what it is
like to be defendant and lawyer and judge in your own
trial for falling in love with your own ward? (The unhappy Lord Chancellor does!) Do you know what it is
like to be in love with the same girl as your fellow-peer
and best friend, as well as of course the Lord Chancellor? (The unhappy Lords Tolloler and Mountararat do!)
Do you have any idea what role Private Willis – who is
neither fairy nor peer – plays in all these proceedings?
(Unhappily, no one does.) Do you know whether all the
unhappy people will end up happy by the Finale of Act II?
(Rhetorical question, obviously.)

Sunday May 19th at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday May 21st at 7:30 a.m.
Sunday May 26th – no rehearsal, Memorial
Day
Tuesday May 28th at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday June 2nd - no rehearsal, as we are
not singing at that service
Tuesday June 4th at 7:30 p.m. (last Tuesday rehearsal of the church year!)
Sunday June 9th at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday June 16th at 9:00 a.m.
Please be punctual - and even though
there are only a few services left before the
end of the church year, please try to attend
all rehearsals!! I am really hoping we can
give "Each and all" a really good performance before the end of the church year...

The Follen Youth and Junior Choir's production of Gilbert and Sullivan's "Iolanthe" will take the stage on Friday
June 14th and Saturday June 15th. The two wonderful
casts are as follows (in no particular order – Friday and
Saturday night casts will be announced very soon):

With much love - Thomas

OPERETTA REHEARSALS
Monday choir rehearsals [4:00 - 6:15 p.m.] "Peers"
from 4:00 p.m. to 5:40 p.m. and "Fairies" from 4:40
to 6:15 p.m.
There will be a rehearsal on Memorial Day,
May 27!!
Saturday Rehearsals:
May 11, June 8 and June 1 from 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.
May 18 from 9:00 to 11:15 a.m.
Please note that there will be NO rehearsal
on May 25th!
Leads will receive their weekly schedules from Thomas; generally rehearsals will be from 3:00 to 6:00
p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
(Fridays will be added as needed).

Phyllis: Margaret McCarthy, Maria Cali
Lord Chancellor: Jesse Pukla-Beals, Dennis Bromley
Fairy Queen: Alice Richter Lee, Sophie Morgan
Tolloler: Abigal Mulligan, Liam Hefferman
Mountararat: Hannah Redmon, Noah Harrington
Strephon: Isaiah Johnson, Michelle Hellinger
Iolanthe: Karina Lenrow, Katharine Courtemanche
Willis: Lucas Campbell, Will Marshall
Celia: Rachel Lloyd (both nights)
Leila, Fleta, Jetta: Tim Edson, Adam Harrington, Elias
Carver (both nights)
Lord Downtonabs: Jake Byers (both nights)

Mark your calendars: performances on
June 14th and 15th at 8:00 p.m.!
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News in Religious Education...
Celebrating our Graduating
Seniors!

Important Religious
Education Dates in May and June

It is a tradition at Follen to celebrate the
young men and women that will be graduating from high school and beginning the next
part of their life journey. During the worship
service on Sunday, June 16th we will present
these youth with gifts from the Follen community. Included is a booklet of favorite
quotes, poems or other verse to include in
the booklet. Please send your submission to
Debra at her email address: dre@follen.org
NO later than Friday, June 7, 2013.

Family Worship and Religious
Education Dates:
Family Worship Services at 10:00 a.m.,
in the sanctuary on:
May 12, May 19, June 2 and June 9
Religious Education classes will meet
Nursery care will be provided.

Congratulations are in order…
The RE Action Team would like to take a moment to acknowledge Debra Zagaeski’s recent RE credentialing achievement, which was three years in the making. The Religious Education Credentialing Program,
through the UUA, is a three-level program for RE professionals intended to nurture the call to religious education as a profession, to provide a path for professional development, and to uphold professional standards
in religious education leadership. Debra submitted a portfolio containing endorsements, personal statements
and documentation supporting competency in 12 core areas. She then was asked to complete a 45-minute
competency based interview in front of the RE Credentialing Committee. Because Debra has so many obvious gifts to share as well as a heart-felt passion toward her work, she of course stunned the committee and
passed with flying colors. This community is blessed by Debra and her work. Please take a moment to congratulate and thank her for all that she brings to Follen.

From the Social Justice Action Team:
Worship on May 19
Did you know that it is illegal to be gay in 80 of the 192 countries of the world?
Did you know that in some of the countries, you could be imprisoned and tortured if you are
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender, and that people are being killed?
On Sunday, May 19 we will have visitors who have fled that terror and whose lives are being
transformed by being in the United States through the work of the LGBT Asylum Support Task
Force in Worcester. This will be another opportunity to offer a generous gift in our UU-values
Share the Plate offering, and there will be another great sermon by Rev. Tricia. It's a time to
be a truly Welcoming Congregation! Please come.
Read what reporter Janice Harvey has to say at http://tinyurl.com/cm63yg3

5

From the Membership
Coordinator

announced, and our new minister came to the Community
Center to be celebrated. This crowd represented a vibrant,
thriving community!

Catherine Collins

The members of Follen Church Society maintain a sense of
community vs. a crowd based on their mission specifically
by:

“The crowd is made up of self-absorbed individuals, each one focused
on his or her own interests in competition with the conflicting projects of
others. A community is where people come to value each other, and
find their own identity in being something bigger than themselves,
working together for the common good.”
-- Cardinal Sean O’Malley, Healing Our City Interfaith
Service, 4/18/2013

•
•

Reaching out and welcoming all, experiencing difference as opportunity
and
Committing themselves to justice, service, and increased harmony with nature through thoughtful, compassionate, and courageous action.

It is such an honor and a pleasure to be working in this
community.

Harriet Peterson, our former membership coordinator,
shared that quote with me after she finished listening to the
Interfaith Service three days after the Boston Marathon
bombing incident. I thought about that quote and the many
ways people value one another in community. I also pondered about how a crowd was different than a community.

Be well,
Catherine

Follen Goods and
Services Auction
on May 18th

One example of valuing one another in community is an
experience recounted to me by friends who live in Watertown and were on “lock down” during the search for the
Boston Marathon bomber. They shared with me the feeling
of connection so many neighbors expressed to them. My
friends go to the same diner for breakfast every Saturday
and see the same faces. The Saturday after the bombing,
however, everyone at breakfast was eager to talk with one
another. They had all experienced the SWAT team members at their door and on their streets. They were appreciative of the work of the Watertown police in assisting other
law enforcement agencies to protect them in their community. There seemed to be a bond with one another that
wasn’t felt on most Saturday mornings in the diner.

The Follen Auction on May 18
promises to be a great time with auction goods
and services for all interests and price ranges.
Gourmet dinners, sailing and glider excursions,
landscaping advice, a private string quartet concert, vacation homes, custom upholstering, a star
gazing party, and much, much, more.
We have over 70 items that range widely in value,
with many items in the $50 - $200 range

In contrast, I heard of a crowd that had gathered in front of
MGH the morning after an injured Saudi Arabian was hospitalized. The man was initially listed as a suspect in the
bombing. According to the story, the crowd wielded baseball bats in anticipation of seeing the individual. There was
no confirmed basis for the suspicion, yet these individuals
seemed intent on harm based on stereotyping.

There will be both live and silent auction periods,
plus plenty of soup and great deserts. Our dynamic auctioneers make the live auction bidding a
lot of fun.
Childcare will be provided.

Can a crowd also be a community? Perhaps.

It’s not too late to help! We are still gratefully
accepting volunteers and donations of food. Contact: Marlene Stone or Sally Cassells or Kathy
Hoben.

On Sunday morning, May 5, when I walked into the Community Center after worship I saw a huge crowd. Large
numbers of people gathered together can feel overwhelming. However, this crowd felt similar to other large gatherings I’ve been in where there is a feeling of “positive energy.” This crowd actually represented our church community awaiting the outcome of the vote to call Reverend
Claire Feingold Thoryn as Follen’s new settled minister.
The members of the ministerial search committee, on behalf of the members of Follen, selected a candidate who
they thought would best serve the needs of the Follen community. The crowd, who gathered in the Community Center and in the sanctuary for the vote, did indeed come together for the common good. There was a palpable sense
of enthusiasm and excitement as the results of the vote was

November in NOLA: Join Us!
Follen will again join the Sherborn UU church to
work in New Orleans. We're scheduled for November 2-9. This is an adult service trip. Think
about it! Any questions? Contact Ann Schauffler.
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The origin of Mother’s Day

In the United States, Mother’s Day was conceived in
1870 by Julia Ward Howe, a Bostonian writer, poet,
and activist, who appealed to mothers in her Mother’s
Day Proclamation to take action and promote the values of peace, saying, “The sword of murder is not the
balance of justice. Blood does not wipe out dishonor,
nor violence indicate possession.” This Sunday, Follen
mothers, women, partners, friends, and children will
gather in Boston with hundreds more people committed to an end to violence, and give witness “as to the
means whereby the great human family can live in
peace.”

From the Social Justice Action Team:

THIS SUNDAY, the Mother’s Day
Walk for Peace
Can you measure love in action?

Questions? Last-minute decisions? Please contact
Tempe Goodhue or Lisa Snellings.

$2,680—Follen’s Share the Plate offering at our
April 28 service to benefit the Louis D. Brown
Peace Institute. Wonderful! Special thanks to Ben
Magauran for his personal point and insights into
the medical consequences of violence—and the
grief—that he and his Boston Medical Center ER
team witness daily.

Walk on!

Cape Cod Weekend
May 25-27

40 Plus—the number of Follenites rising bright
and early to walk in the Mother’s Day Walk for
Peace in Dorchester this Sunday. Awesome!

Every year, the church reconvenes on Memorial Day Weekend
at
an
alternate
venue: Cape Cod Sea Camps in Brewster,
MA.
There we sleep in rustic cabins, dine sumptuously in the cafeteria, and
enjoy each other's company as we soak in
the sun, sand and salt water, not necessarily
in that order. For more information, contact
Marlene Stone or Jenny Marshall.

Immeasurable—The care, commitment, and
generous spirit of the Follen community. It will
help a wonderful organization fulfill its mission of
teaching peace, and healing and supporting the
families of victims when violence has prevailed.
Thank you!

Walkers rock!
•

•
•

•

Registration forms will be available electronically through the Follen Friday Updates or at Sunday coffee hour.

Please arrive at Follen on Sunday, May 12, at
7:00 a.m. to get on the bus, which will depart
promptly at 7:15 a.m.
Your donation of $5 will help to defray the cost
of the bus.
If you have a Follen T-shirt, we encourage you
to wear it. If you want one, they will be available for purchase ($10) on the bus. Or, wear a
purple shirt, if possible, purple being the color
of the Peace Institute and the Walk.
We will be back to Follen in time for the 10:30
service.

Caring for Our Elderly Parents
Are you caring for, or concerned about, issues related to
one or more elderly parents? Have you felt alone at times
with the decisions and crises that crop up?
If so, you are invited to attend a monthly support group of
Follen members and friends who are experiencing this
stage of life.

Following the walk, we will post photos and reflections about the Walk on the Social Justice Action
Team page on www.follen.org. Bring a camera; jot
down your impressions, thoughts, and feelings to
share later. Send all to Tempe Goodhue

The next meeting will be held on Sunday, June 2nd, from
8:30 to 10:00 a.m. in the Emerson/Alcott Room. Tea and
coffee will be available. For more information, please call
Amy Newmark.
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Reminder: Follen Church Annual Meeting May 16
In the Community Center
Strawberries and Chocolate at 7:00 p.m.
Annual Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.

Staff News
Introducing Cindy Gallagher

A Fond Good-bye from Janet

We are delighted to announce the arrival of our newest
Follen staff member: Cindy Gallagher! Cindy has been
hired as the new Communications Coordinator and Assistant to the Parish Minister and RE program, and she is
already in the office, learning the job from Janet Parsons
before Janet’s final day on May 10. Cindy will work 1015 hours per week through mid-June and then return
after Labor Day to the regular 25 hour/week schedule.

The concept of time is an odd one; on the one hand,
eight years in a job feels like a long time, and on the
other hand it has flown by. When I first came to you
as Lucinda Duncan’s assistant in the fall of 2004 I was
a middle school Parents Association president and
hockey mom who had fallen in love with church work
during a stint in the office at my home church. I never
could have imagined where life would lead me over
these years, and what a large role Follen would play in
guiding my feet onto a completely different path.

Cindy comes to Follen with extensive administrative experience, including a stint as the Acting Town Administrator for the Town of Belmont, Personnel Director for
Belmont, and 15 years editing the newsletter for the
Brackett School in Arlington while her children were
students there. She lives with her husband and three
children in Arlington Heights and looks forward to meeting as many Follen folks as possible, so please stop by and
say hello when you are in the building.

The journey into ministry is a long and hard one. I’ve
been so grateful for your enthusiastic support over the
years, your willingness and flexibility as my class schedule changed from semester to semester, your lively interest in what I’ve been studying and my plans for the
future. I feel as though at every step of the way life is
saying ‘yes’ to me, and that your voices are among the
loudest and most affirming.

Thanks from Debra, Our Very Own
Credentialed Religious Educator!

Along the way, you have modeled for me what a
healthy, thriving church can look like and what a joy it
can be to share in ministry in a community such as this
one. Never has this been more obvious than in recent
months as you searched for your new minister and
worked so hard with Cricket and Tricia to face into
your future. It has been a joy to watch you this year
and to be sure that your future is bright and vibrant.

Over the past three years I have participated in
professional development courses and workshops
toward the goal of becoming a Credentialed Religious Educator.
On Wednesday, May 1st I had my interview before
the UUA Religious Education Credentialing Board.
The board is comprised of ministers, religious educators, lay people and staff from the UUA; they
reviewed my credentialing portfolio and spent
about an hour in a personal interview with me. I
am pleased to report that I am now a Credentialed
Religious Educator! I plan to continue my professional development and will continue to bring my
experience and enthusiasm in service to the Follen
Church community.

Lately when I think of you all I think of the hymn
“Just as Long as I Have Breath”. The first verse ends
with the words, “If they ask what I did well, tell them I
said ‘yes’ to life.” I see you going forward, saying ‘yes’
to justice, to love, and to each other. It has been a
privilege to serve you, and know that I will carry you
with me everywhere I go.

I offer my gratitude and appreciation to the Follen
Church community for your financial and emotional support!

With love,
Janet
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Follen Calendar, continued from Page 10

Save the Date: Sunday, June 9,
After Worship!

Wed. June 5

In an extended hospitality hour, the congregation will celebrate our affection for our interim co-ministers, and send
them off in style.

Thurs. June 6

An outline of the fete is in place: an all-church picnic
lunch, outdoors if possible, with table seating provided for
those who are more comfortable on chairs than on the
ground. There will be a small cost for food, which will be
brought in. The goal is a relaxed social gathering with
some gifts and a little Follen-style entertainment. There
will be opportunities over the next few weeks for you to
write notes to Tricia and Cricket or to submit photos,
which will be compiled into books for each of them.
We need people to head up and to help with different aspects of this event:
• Food (researching and ordering sandwiches,
beverages, cake, etc.)
• Logistics (program; planning rain/shine setups of tables and chairs, sound system, etc.)
• Communication/Publicity (making sure the
community is informed)
• Books (distributing and collecting materials,
assembling into books)

10:00 am
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Religious Education AT (ASR)
Cov. Group Steering (M)

Sat. June 8

10:00 am

Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Sun. June 9

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
6:30 pm

Special Needs Parents (M)
Senior Choir (S)
Family Worship (S)
Worship Service (S)
Celebrate Cricket and Tricia (CC)
FUUY (CC)

Mon. June 10

4:00 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Tues. June 11

3:00 pm

Operetta Dress Rehearsal (S)

Wed. June 12

10:00 am
6:00 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Operetta Dress Rehearsal (S)

Thurs. June 13

3:00 pm

Operetta Rehearsal if needed (S)

Fri. June 14

8:00 pm

Operetta! (S)

Sat. June 15

8:00 pm

Operetta! (S)

NO NAME
CHOIR,
you really CAN
sing!

Please let Nancy Sofen know how you’d like to help. Keep
an eye on Friday updates and Sunday orders of service for
details as they take shape.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE NETWORK
The VSN was started more than 25 years ago at
Follen to help provide a supportive network within
the congregation, by providing assistance for
unforeseen circumstances, such as meals, rides,
etc. If you need help during May, call Chris
Seashore.

Thank you to everyone that participated in the No
Name Choir's debut at the Candidating Week service
when we sang "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot." We also
want to thank everyone who joined in with the No
Name Choir in its first encore as we welcomed our new
minister with the debut of "Hello, Claire Feingold
Thoryn" sung to the tune of “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” (impeccably adapted by the impeccable Mark
Metzger). We hope everyone had fun!

Partner Church News

Summer viewing: youtube.com
The History and Modernization of the
Transylvanian Unitarian Church

We are planning our next event but we want to hear
from you! Please let us know: Did you have fun? What
would make it more fun? What kind of songs would you
like to sing? Should we keep the name, "No Name
Choir" or should we change it? Any suggestions? Any
ideas that you want to share? Please send them to
Karen Gray Carruthers.

This seven-part series, filmed in 2012, features Balazs Scholars from Starr King School
for the Ministry, including Rev. Zsuzsa Bartha, Rev. Kinga-Reka Szekely and Rev Robert
Balint, former guest ministers at Follen.

P.S. A special shout out to Thomas Stumpf: a true gentleman. Thank you for your generosity and guidance!
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May 12, 2013
FOLLEN NEWSLETTER
Email: admin@follen.org
Web site: www.follen.org

FOLLEN CHURCH SOCIETY
755 Massachusetts Avenue
Lexington, MA 02420
Telephone: (781) 862-3805
The Newsletter is published eight times a year and is
free for members and friends of the Church. Items
for publication must be submitted by the deadline,
and are subject to review. Please be aware that the
newsletter is available on our website, so plan your
submissions accordingly.

POSTMASTER: PLEASE RUSH!
DATED MATERIAL
ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

Follen Staff:

Rev. Tricia Brennan 781-862-3805, ex. 202
Interim Co- Minister, tricia.brennan@follen.org
Rev. Cricket Potter, 781-862-3805, ext. 208
Interim Co-Minister, cricket.potter@follen.org
Debra Zagaeski 781-862-3805 ex. 204
Director of Religious Education dre@follen.org
Thomas Stumpf 781-862-3805 ex. 206
Director of Music TStumpfMoz@aol.com
Sarah Garner 781-862-3805 ex. 205
Church Administrator sarah.garner@follen.org
Cindy Gallagher 781-862-3805 ex. 201
Communications Administrator admin@follen.org
Catherine Collins 781-862-3805, ext. 205
Membership Coordinator membership@follen.org

______________________

Upcoming Follen Events:
Sun. May 12

Mon. May 13

Tues. May 14

Wed. May 15

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
4:30 pm

Special Needs Parents (M)
Senior Choir (S)
Family Worship (S)
Worship Service (S)
Reflections (ASR)
Transition Team (M)
Coming of Age (M)

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Yoga (CC)
Senior Choir (S)

10:00 am
3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Bldgs. & Grounds (M)

Thurs. May 16

3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
7:30 pm Annual Meeting (CC)

Sat. May 18

9:00 am
6:00 pm

Sun. May 19

Mon. May 20

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

3:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Yoga (CC)
Senior Choir (S)

Wed. May 22

10:00 am
3:00 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Operetta Rehearsal (S)

3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Cell Tower (CC)

Thurs. May 23

4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
6:30 pm Social Events (ASR)
7:30 pm Buddhist class (CC)
7:30 pm Parish Board (M)
3:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm

Tues. May 21

Sat. May 25

CAPE COD WEEKEND

Sun. May 26

CAPE COD WEEKEND

Mon. May 27
4:00 pm

HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED
Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Tues. May 28

3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Operetta Leads (S/ASR)
Senior Choir (S)

Wed. May 29

10:00 am
3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Operetta Leads (S/ASR)
Coordinating Team (M)

3:00 pm

Operetta Leads (S/ASR)

Thurs. May 30

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Auction (CC)
Special Needs Parents (M)
Senior Choir (S)
Family Worship (S)
Worship (S)
Reflections (ASR)
Partner Church Cte. (M)
Lay Ministers (E/A)
Coming of Age (M)
FUUY (CC)
Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Buddhist Class (M)
Membership Cte. (ASR)

10

Sat. June 1

10:00 am

Operetta Rehearsal (S,ASR,E/A)

Sun. June 2

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
6:30 pm

Special Needs Parents (M)
Caring for Elderly Parents (E/A)
Social Justice Action Team (L)
Family Worship (S)
Worship (S)
Reflections (ASR)
Partner Church (M)
FUUY (CC)

Mon. June 3

4:00 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Tues. June 4

3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Senior Choir (S)

Continued on Page 9

