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 SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2012 
  

10:30 AM:  MULTIGENERATIONAL WORSHIP 
SERVICE, SANCTUARY 

Flower Communion and Child Dedication 
 

Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and 
Cricket Potter 

 
Religious Education classes will not meet 
Nursery care will be provided for babies and children 
up to age 3. 
 
 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 13, 2012   
 

10:30 AM:  WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY  
 

Coming of Age Service 
Follen youth will share their credo statements 
during the worship service.   
 
Religious Education classes will meet 
Nursery Care will be provided for babies and 
children up to age 3. 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2012 
 

NO FAMILY WORSHIP 
 

10:30 AM:  WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY 
 

Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and 
Cricket Potter 
Religious Education classes will meet 
Nursery care will be provided for babies and children 
up to age 3. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2012   
 

9:45 AM:  FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE, 
PLAYGROUND 

Blessing of the Beasts 
Please join us and bring an animal compan-
ion, including a stuffed pet, to be blessed.  We 
will gather on the side playground at 9:45 a.m.  
In the event of rain, this service will be can-
celled. 

 
Religious Education classes will meet 
Nursery Care will be provided for babies and 
children up to age 3. 

 
 

10:30 AM:  WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY  
 
Led by Reverends Cricket Potter and Tricia 
Brennan  
 
Religious Education classes will meet 
Nursery Care will be provided for babies and 
children up to age 3. 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2012   
 

 
10:30 AM:  MULTIGENERATIONAL WORSHIP 

SERVICE, SANCTUARY  
 

A Farewell to Our Graduating Seniors 
Led by Reverends Cricket Potter and Tricia 
Brennan 

 
Religious Education classes will not meet 
Nursery Care will be provided for babies and 
children up to age 3. 

 

SUNDAY MAY 27, 2012 
 
 

CAPE COD WEEKEND! 
 

NO WORSHIP SERVICES AT FOLLEN 
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In the Interim 
 

Reverend Tricia Brennan 
Reverend Cricket Potter 

Transition can…be a step toward our own more authentic 
presence in the world. 

That would mean that we come out of transition knowing  
ourselves better and being more willing to express  

who we really are.” 
- William Bridges, The Way of Transition 

 
 
What a joy it was for Tricia and me when we saw 
folks streaming into the sanctuary on April 14th for 
our congregation-wide conversation on the role of 
minister at Follen.  Over 60 Follenites gave of their 
time on a gorgeous Saturday morning to reflect to-
gether on what Tricia and I see as a circumscribed 
role for the minister.  We appreciate that so many 
folks cared enough to come for this conversation and 
that everyone came with a spirit of openness and cu-
riosity.  (We also heard from a number of people 
who wanted to come but had plans to be away for 
that vacation week, and we have scheduled another 
gathering for Sunday, May 20th at 9:00 a.m. for any-
one who couldn’t make it to the April gathering.  
Please see further in the newsletter for more details.)  
 
On that Saturday, we heard lots of questions like: Are 
we so different from other UU churches?  What does 
it mean to other ministers when we say with pride 
that we are “lay-led”?  Will other ministers like us?  
Should we go ahead and change some things in our 
by-laws and our organizational structure now?  Or, is 
it enough when we are in search next fall just to indi-
cate to ministers that we are flexible and open to new 
ideas?   Are we trying to change who and how we are 
as a community just to be more appealing to more 
ministers when we go into search?   
 
We also heard an underlying concern that if Follen 
were to partner with a future minister who brings 
strong leadership skills and a passionate vision for 
ministry that such a minister would likely override lay 
leadership.  Tricia and I experience this as an underly-
ing assumption that strong ministerial leadership and 
strong lay leadership cannot go hand-in-hand.  That 
there cannot be a partnership of shared ministry and 

leadership, as if strength in one entity automatically 
negates strength in the other.   
 
In our role as your interim ministers, we want to ex-
plore all these questions and concerns in depth with 
you because they are important.  They are important 
to name and examine as a community so that you 
have greater clarity about what is ultimately most im-
portant to you as you look toward your next partner-
ship in ministry.  
 
This all takes time – time sitting with the questions, 
time being curious and creative, time considering the 
possibilities.   We have made a good start already, and 
we have the time to engage together on all this over 
the coming year.  You don’t need to have all the an-
swers now or even next year.  Rather, it’s about an 
ongoing process of discernment.  Remember what 
Tricia said during our conversation on April 14th: 
Congregational self-awareness is very sexy to pro-
spective ministers! 
 
Just so you know, Tricia and I have found leaders 
and parishioners at Follen to be very open to our 
ministry and leadership as we have explored the pos-
sibilities together.  Often, it was a question of sharing 
how we hoped to be involved or could offer guid-
ance, and then lay leaders were eager to include us in 
the discussion.   In part, it’s a matter of engagement 
and trust.  It takes communication and commitment 
on the part of minister and lay leadership.  Again, all 
this takes time along with honest sharing about the 
gifts we each bring to our work together and how we 
can best support one another with our gifts - and 
through our growing edges. 
 
Tricia and I experience Follen as a vibrant commu-
nity of faith with such capable and committed staff 
and leadership. Your ministry to one another is 
strong as is your ministry in the larger world.  We 
also believe in your potential for even greater minis-
try and spiritual vitality.  You have so much to offer! 
 
We look forward to an ongoing dialogue about this 
topic and others that arise over this interim period.  
Everyone’s questions and concerns are important, 
and we so appreciate your willingness to engage 
genuinely with the questions we raise.   
 
With great faith in the heart and spirit of this com-
munity, 
 
Cricket 
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RE-flections  
by Debra Zagaeski 

 
 
Follen Social Action April Service Trip 2012: 

Massachusetts to New Orleans  
and Back Again 

  
This April, 16 youth and 21 adults from the Follen 
Church community traveled to New Orleans for the 
thirteenth service trip from Follen to New Orleans. 
 
Some question the how and why of Follen’s 
continuing commitment to the re-building work in 
New Orleans. Some ask whether it is reasonable to 
re-build homes on land that sits below sea level, and 
therefore remains vulnerable to flooding. The same 
argument is true for many homes and businesses that 
are built on unstable ground, or in precarious places 
all through the United States. It is possible that for 
decades to come there will be a need for re-
building homes destroyed by natural and/or man-
made disasters.  
 
For me the truth revealed by Katrina had as much to 
do with blowing off the tarp of injustice that has 
covered the area for decades.  The revealed truth is 
that the systemic issues of race, class, and social 
prejudices continue to cripple the lives of those least 
able to access the assistance and support that are 
needed for them to return to their homes and the 
lives that they had before Katrina. The bureaucracy 
and corruption that has prevailed in the post-Katrina 
clean-up has set up numerous detours to recovery 
and caused many set-backs for families trying to 
rebuild their houses and communities -- and their 
lives. 
 
At the same time hope is alive all over the city.  We 
visited a working farm established after the flood in 
the Lower Ninth Ward operated by  ‘Our School at 
Blair Grocery’, which is a sustainable agriculture 
project in the center of the Lower Ninth Ward.  The 
school provides fresh produce free to the residents of 
the area and sells high-end produce to Uptown 
restaurants at a profit to support the farm.  The farm 
also provides work (paid and unpaid) to residents of 
the area.  Help to support the Blair Grocery Farm by 
voting for them to win the trees for a fruit orchard: go 
to Edy’s Ice Cream through May to vote.  Follow the 
link from http://schoolatblairgrocery.blogspot.com/ 
and vote each day. 
 
This year’s Follen group worked side by side on the 
house of one family.  Through our efforts this family 
may realize their six-year dream of returning home in 
time for their daughter to graduate from high school. 
We finished dry-walling the house,  we mudded and 

Important Religious  
Education Dates in May and June 

  
Sunday, May 6th: Multigenerational Wor-
ship – Flower Communion 
No Family Worship, no religious education 
classes, Nursery is open 
  
Sunday, May 13th: No Family Worship  
Coming of Age service.  Religious Education 
Classes meet, Nursery is open 
  
Sunday, May 20th: No Family Worship 
Religious Education Classes meet, Nursery is 
open 
  
Sunday, May 27th: Follen Cape Cod Week-
end 
No Worship Services, No Religious Education  
  
Sunday, June 3rd: Blessing of the Beasts in 
Family Worship 
Please join us and bring a family companion to 
be blessed.  We will meet outside in the side 
playground at 9:45 a.m. 
*In the case of rain this service will be can-
celled. 
Religious Education Classes meet, Nursery is 
open 
  
Sunday, June 10th: Multigenerational 
Worship  Closing Sunday – Graduating Senior 
Youth  
No Family Worship, No Religious Education 

sanded, got primer on the walls of two bedrooms, 
installed windows and completed an exterior wall on 
the front of the house, cleared the yard of debris 
and weeds, and fixed a roof leak.  On the final day 
of our work at the house, there was no doubt that 
our work remains vital and essential. 
 
What cannot be seen from the distance are the 
tears of joy and gratitude that each individual 
experiences during this week.  We are the ones that 
received the greatest reward from this week of 
service; the gift of connection with one another and 
with the new friends that we met in New Orleans.  
 
We look forward to our continued work with and for 
the people of New Orleans--- the need remains. 
 
Namaste, 
Debra 
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
NETWORK 

 
The VSN was started more than 25 years ago 
at Follen to help provide a supportive 
network within the congregation, by 
providing assistance for unforeseen 
circumstances, such as meals, rides, etc.   If 
you need help during May, call Arlene 
Langseth through the church office at 781-
862-3805, ext. 201. 

From the Membership  
Coordinator 
Harriet Peterson 

 
Four years ago when I had just started as Member-
ship Coordinator, I wrote, “I’m really excited about 
having a permanent Membership Coordinator to 
help us toward our vision of integrating into the soul 
of our community a culture of welcoming as a spiri-
tual practice.”  I hope in these past four years I have 
helped us toward that vision.  I’d like to share some 
of what I’ve learned.  Jane Spickett recently sent me 
an article that really struck a chord with me and I 
quote liberally from that. 
 
1.   Everyone is Different and Nothing Is Ever Straight-

forward 
There is no one pattern for the way people enter, 
engage and join a congregation.  Every person and 
every situation is different.  We need to honor 
that.  This requires flexibility and improvisation on our 
part, but in the process our lives are enriched. 
 
2.   Maintain an Expansive Idea of Community 
You don’t have to be a member of our congrega-
tion to be part of our community.  Sunday morning 
worship services are certainly the core of our com-
munity life, but there are other ways people con-
nect.  We need to honor that and be intentional 
about welcoming everyone, no matter how they 
engage, including those who visit our website. 
 
3.   Not Joining Does Not Equal Failure 
The end result of welcoming is not necessarily mem-
bership.  We need to engage in hospitality as a spiri-
tual practice.  We need to offer the gift of the best 
of who we are without any expectation of payment 
or payback.  The goal is to nurture people along 
their spiritual journey.  When someone comes for only 
one Sunday or is with us for a while and decides not 
to join, if we have truly welcomed him or her, then 
we have provided spiritual nurture. 
 
4.  The Individual Transforms the Institution, Not the 

Other Way Around 
Follen Church is what it is today because of all the 
individuals who have come before us; it is being 
transformed by the people who are here today; 
those who come after us will remake it anew.  Find 
out what newcomers are passionate about and be-
come excited about how they will transform Follen.  
 
5.   Anyone You Don’t Know is a Newcomer to You 
Smile, say hello and introduce yourself to anyone 
you don’t know.  Risk a faux pas.  So maybe you 

have introduced yourself five times before!  Show-
ing indifference or ignoring someone is worse. 
 
You can read Keith Anderson’s version at  
http://pastorkeithanderson.net/item/the-top-ten-
things-we-ve-learned-about-welcoming-
newcomers-to-our-church 
 
Harriet Peterson 

The Role of the Minister at Follen 
 
Did you miss the April meeting to talk about the 
role of the minister at Follen and to think about 
how we might develop different kinds of partner-
ships in the future? A letter dated March 19 was 
sent to the congregation outlining some of the 
questions to be asked, and more than sixty Fol-
lenites gathered for an engaging discussion of our 
visions and hopes and fears for the future. Cricket 
and Tricia and the Transition Team invite you to join 
them for another opportunity to consider these is-
sues at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 20, 2012, in the 
Community Center. Breakfast and childcare will be 
provided.  
 
Please RSVP to Janet Parsons 781-862-3805 ext. 201 
or admin@follen.org by Friday May 18 at noon if 
you are coming. We look forward to more conver-
sation! 
If you would like a copy of the March 19 letter, 
please contact one of the Transition Team (Anne 
Engelhart, Stephen Ervin, Gordon Hardy, Tammy 
Mulligan, Nancy Sofen). 

Parish Board Meets May 14 
 
The next meeting of Parish Board is Monday, May 
14 at 7:30 in the Marshman Center. Parish Board 
meetings are listed on the online Follen calendar  
and are open to all Follen members.  For more in-
formation about the meeting, Melissa Howe, Chair 
of Parish Board, can be reached by calling the 
church office at 781-862-3805, ext. 201. 
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   What's a Coordinating 
Team? 

 
By now, everyone should know about 
Program Council, focused on daily 

operations, and Parish Board, dealing with long-
term affairs and policies.  You might ask, however, 
"How do we make sure some problem doesn't 'fall 
through the cracks', and is not addressed by either 
group?"  While the by-laws spell out the responsibili-
ties of each group, there are cases where either 
might be said to have authority.  Fortunately, the 
by-laws identify an entity to keep track of issues: 
the Coordinating Team. 
 
The Coordinating Team consists of the President 
and Vice President of Program Council (PC), the 
Chair and Vice Chair of Parish Board (PB), the minis-
ter(s), and the church administrator.  The main 
function of the body is not to make decisions to 
resolve issues but to route them to the appropriate 
person or group.  Here are some examples of the 
actions of the Coordinating Team: 
 
• Determined that issues around inclusiveness 

and welcoming should be addressed in a 
"Belonging" forum, arranged by PB. 

 
• Assigned the issue about flying the US flag to PB 

for consideration. 
 
• Arranged a joint PC and PB meeting with the 

Ministerial Settlement Representative to kick off 
the selection of the Search Committee. 

 
• Reviewed the ministers' supervision assignments. 
 
• Agreed to write articles about PC and PB activi-

ties for the newsletters. 
 
• Started developing the warrant for the Annual 

Meeting, including elections and proposed by-
law changes. 

 
If an issue becomes particularly complicated, we 
are reminded how beneficial it is to have the minis-
ters there to suggest ways to widen our perspec-
tives and get the community more involved.  More 
often the main purpose is to keep the staff and 
governing bodies informed of activities within Follen 
and to keep everything running smoothly.  If you'd 
like to know more, contact the PC President 
(Herman Marshall) or the PB Chair (Melissa Howe 
Raberg). 

Notes From the  
President 

Coming of Age Service May 13th 
 
On Sunday, May 13th Follen youth will share 
their credo statements during the morning ser-
vice of worship.  As Unitarian Universalists we 
seek to honor and affirm our youth as they jour-
ney toward adulthood.  Coming of Age offers a 
moment of pause in this lifelong journey.  
  
Adult mentors volunteer each year and partici-
pate side by side with the youth in the Coming 
of Age sessions.  The youth and mentors share 
their personal beliefs, values and questions in a 
safe and respectful space.  All participants bene-
fit from the genuine sharing that is best accom-
plished in this caring and confidential frame-
work. 
  
We hope to offer the youth an opportunity to 
reflect on important aspects of their lives that 
are often overlooked in everyday experience.  By 
engaging in the work of self–reflection and per-
sonal discovery the Coming of Age youth may 
craft for themselves a path forward through the 
tangles of the teenage landscape and beyond.   
  
Plan to join us the morning of May 13th as we 
celebrate Coming of Age with  Maria Cali, Nora 
Landers, Karina Lenrow, Mathew Simkovits and 
Frances Snellings and their mentors: Catherine 
Collins, Andy Dixon, Janet Farnsworth, Tara 
Fleming Caruso and Thomas Stumpf. 

The Follen Calendar:  
2012-13 Planning Underway 

 
To help get plans smoothly in shape for 2012-13 
and avoid possible conflicts among the many activi-
ties taking place at Follen, we will begin to fill in 
September 2012-June 2013 events and meet-
ings this month.   If you are  responsible 
for scheduling events or meetings, please write 
them on the calendar pages posted in the Com-
munity Center anytime between now and the end 
of May.  I will transfer everything to the master 
calendar, viewable at www.follen.org.  Please con-
tact me with questions: sarah.garner@follen.org, 
781-862-3805 ext 205.  Thanks for your participa-
tion!  
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It Takes a Village 
Teacher/Facilitator Sign Up  

 
What gifts might YOU share with the  
Follen Religious Education programs 

next year? 
  
It is once again that time of the year when the 
members of the REAT are looking toward the next 
church year with great plans and great expecta-
tions.  We need teachers to sign up to help carry 
out these plans!  How many villagers does it 
take?  It takes two teachers per class for seven 
classes per term for three teaching terms for us to 
provide the RE programming each church year. 
That is 42 individuals! This does not include the 
youth groups, OWL or Coming of Age class.  Please 
consider offering some of your time and experience 
with the RE program in the coming year. 
  
The REAT is also working on some new models for 
the RE program that we hope to pilot later in the 
year.  We will be looking for individuals with spe-
cific talents and passions to share in workshops 
throughout the year.  What do you love to do in 
your spare time?  Could you share this gift with our 
children and youth?  More to come  in September! 
  
Look for members of the REAT at Coffee Hour 
in May and June to see the schedule for 
teacher/facilitator sign ups for the coming church 
year.  

Share the Plate Benefits  
Women’s Lunch Place 

 
On Sunday May 6, Follen’s offering will Share the 
Plate with The Women’s Lunch Place in Boston.  
Since 1982, for six days every week, the Women’s 
Lunch Place has opened its doors to hundreds of 
women who are homeless, mentally ill, elderly, poor, 
or just starved emotionally.  Inside, the women find 
breakfast and lunch, a hot shower, a washing ma-
chine, telephone, toiletries, housing advice, basic 
clothing and medical help, all provided by a dedi-
cated staff and volunteers.   
 
For approximately 25 years, Follen cooks sent in 30 
pounds of meatballs, nine pans of brownies, and 
rolls, and in the last year, vegetarian chili, every 
month of the year.  Over 75 members of the congre-
gation participated at one time or another in cook-
ing.  Additionally, the Follen knitters made warm, 
lovely hats, scarves, and mittens; others donated sta-
tionary, toiletries, and jewelry from the East Village 
Fair. 
 
Two years ago, new rules obliged the WLP to serve 
food only made in their own kitchen, but Follen’s fi-
nancial support has continued.  From serving 12 peo-
ple at its beginning, the Women’s Lunch Place now 
offers its various services to over 150 women and chil-
dren daily.  Through the May 6th Sunday offering we 
can continue to support these women in the very 
meaningful work of the Women’s Lunch Place. 
 
All of the currency and all the checks not marked as 
a pledge in the May 6 collection will be part of the 
Share-the-Plate contribution to the Women's Lunch 
Place.  If you want to put your pledge in the plate, 
please mark it as a pledge in the memo line. If you 
want to donate to the Women's Lunch Place, make 
the check out to Follen Church and write Women's 
Lunch Place in the memo line.   

Public Forum on the Impact of 
Corporate Contributions on 

Elections 
 
When: May 14, 6:30 pm 
Where: The Arlington Center for the Arts 
 
What: Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) 
will sponsor a public forum on the impact of cor-
porate contributions on elections. Join State 
Senator Jamie Eldridge and attorney Jeffrey 
Clements (co-founder of Free Speech for Peo-
ple,  and author of Corporations Are Not People) 
for a discussion of the Supreme Court's decision 
in the Citizens United case and what citi-
zens can do about it.  The Supreme Court deci-
sion resulted in an unprecedented flood of pri-
vate corporate contributions to so-called "Super 
PACs" drastically altering the political landscape 
and giving private companies more power 
than individual citizens. Residents of Arlington 
have already begun to express their concerns, 
and during this year's town meeting will vote on 
an article calling for a constitutional amendment 
to overturn this major threat to democracy.  

Partner Church Soup Sales 
 
Follen's Partner Church Committee will again be pro-
viding soup on Sundays in the Community Center 
during coffee hour. Enjoy a hearty bowl of soup, and 
give a generous contribution to the Follen Partner 
Church Fund. From this fund we do many good 
works for our partner congregation! 
 
Calling soup makers! If you are willing and able to 
help us with this wonderful fundraiser, we need some 
more soup makers. Please sign up with Kathy 
Spang. There are openings for any Sunday in May 
and June, as we can always use more than one soup 
each Sunday.  
 



7 

 

 

A Community Dialogue on Mental 
Health with Kitty and Michael Dukakis 

 
Temple Isaiah, 55 Lexington St, Lexington, will 
host this free presentation on  Thursday May 
10th, from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 
Kitty Dukakis will discuss her struggles with de-
pression and Michael Dukakis will share his 
perspective on helping a family member 
move through recovery.  There will be a panel 
discussion following the presentation with a 
question and answer period for the audi-
ence.  Don't miss this important presentation. 

“Magical Music”  
at Follen on  

May 12 and 13  
to Benefit Free Medical 

Program 
 

Follen has joined with Congregation Beth El of Sud-
bury and First Parish Church in Framingham to co-
sponsor two performances of “Magical Music” for 
piano, cello, bass, and drums. These Concerts for a 
Cause will be at Follen on Saturday, May 12, at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, May 13, at 3 p.m. and will feature 
two highly regarded Lexington musicians: Daniel 
Goodman, pianist, and Judith Glixon, cellist. The 
programs will include music by John Williams, Wil-
liam Bolcolm, Claude Debussy, and Claude Bolling.  
 
The concerts will benefit the MetroWest Free Medi-
cal Program, which connects volunteer health 
care professionals with those who are uninsured 
and underinsured in MetroWest communities. Each 

week, volunteer physicians, nurses, social workers, 
and others provide free medical care for acute 
and chronic illnesses at locations in Sudbury and 
Framingham.  
 
The proceeds of the concerts will go toward crea-
tion of a program to provide free asthma treat-
ment and counseling. The MWFMP sees many pa-
tients seeking care for asthma, allergies, and respi-
ratory issues; Mass Department of Public Health 
data shows that 15 percent of adults and 22 per-
cent of children in low-income households in 
MetroWest communities have asthma rates that 
are higher than state and national averages. 
 
The benefit concerts are dedicated to former 
MWFMP Medical Director Dr. Stanley Sabin, who 
died in a tragic bicycle accident last year. Sabin 
had been the volunteer director of the program 
since 2007; previously he was the chief of medicine 
at Leonard Morse Hospital in Natick.  
 
Suggested donations are $15 general admission 
and $8 for students and seniors. 
 
For more information about the concerts, including 
the full programs for each day, see 
www.dlgoodman.com or call 781-674-2440. 
 

For Follen Angels Nation! 
 
If you'd like to keep your finger on the pulse of 
what's happening day by day with the Follen An-
gel's incredible softball adventures, just make 
sure to open and bookmark the following link to 
our schedule and results: 
 
http://www.quickscores.com/Orgs/
ResultsDisplay.php?
OrgDir=lexington&LeagueID=333728  

Soup Supper for May 
  
The next Thursday Soup Supper will be 
held on May 10th, so please note and 
attend!  Hosted by: 
Karen Longeteig and Hasan Khan   6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Parking is permitted on sidewalk side of Concord 
Avenue 
 - If the weather is good, there is a big yard for chil-
dren (and others) to play in, and a bonfire and 
marshmallows to toast.  Kids needed.  

 
No need to RSVP; just show up.  There will be veg 
and non-veg soups and mac & cheese for the kids.  
Soupers are encouraged to bring more soup, 
bread/rolls, a beverage, or a dessert; please call 
Karen at her directory number.  But if your cup-
boards are empty, just show up -- you will be fed.   
 
Advance notice for June:  It was to be hosted by 
someone who now has to be out of town, so the 
June 21st date is OPEN.  Who wants to host a summer 
BBQ?  
 
Note:  The Soup Supper host roster is filled only 
through May.  For June, July and August, contact 
Karen Longeteig if you want to host a get-together.   
 
The Community & Hospitality Action Team is looking 
for a new coordinator to begin in September, to re-
place Karen, who says it’s not too hard, and she will 
send you templates.  
 
Thanks to Jane Current for hosting April’s get-
together.   
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SO DID YOU WIN THE SOUP?  
PROBABLY NOT, BUT HERE IS 
SOME COOL INFORMATION 
FOR YOU ANYWAY! 
 
In the April Follen Newsletter, 
Ms. Iwana No asked the Kiva 
Goat, “In how many countries has Follen Church 
made Kiva loans?”  In response, the Kiva Goat 
(with a little help from the Kiva Committee; he 
only has hooves, you know) set up a contest.  
The two people who came closest to the correct 
number of countries would win a free bowl of 
soup (graciously donated by our friends at NOLA 
and/or Partner Church).   After being bombarded 
by entries and with the help of a top eight ac-
counting firm to certify the results, we are ready 
to announce the winners (drum roll please):   
 
Orian Greene with a guess of 36; and 
Lisa Snellings* (SJAT chair) with a guess of 41.  
 
The correct number is 46.  See below for our 
Kiva loans distribution by country and percent-
age.   
 
Distribution by Country 
Country % 
Kenya 8.00% 
Peru 7.00% 
Paraguay 6.00% 
United States 6.00% 
Cambodia 5.00% 
Senegal 4.00% 
Philippines 4.00% 
Nicaragua 3.50% 
El Salvador 3.50% 
Mongolia 3.50% 
Tajikistan 3.00% 
Mexico 3.00% 
Iraq 3.00% 
Mali 2.50% 
Ecuador 2.50% 
Armenia 2.50% 
Togo 2.50% 
Viet Nam 2.00% 
Uganda 2.00% 
Lebanon 2.00% 
Dominican Republic 2.00% 
Azerbaijan 2.00% 
South Sudan 1.50% 
Rwanda 1.50% 
Tanzania 1.50% 
Benin 1.50% 
Ukraine 1.50% 
Jordan 1.00% 
Sierra Leone 1.00% 
Colombia 1.00% 
Palestine 1.00% 

Indonesia 1.00% 
Pakistan 1.00% 
Kyrgyzstan 1.00% 
Burkina Faso 0.50% 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo 0.50% 
Liberia 0.50% 
Afghanistan 0.50% 
Bolivia 0.50% 
Honduras 0.50% 
Ghana 0.50% 
Congo 0.50% 
Samoa 0.50% 
Chile 0.50% 
Guatemala 0.50% 
Cameroon 0.50% 
 
 
We choose to loan across the globe: “Nourished 
by our community, we grow spiritually and em-
brace the world.” 
 
We will be looking for new Kiva members to join 
us in the fall.  If you believe in micro-loans, don’t 
know about micro-loans, have loaned before, 
would like to loan again, and/or like to meet 
really cool people, please think about joining us.  
Thank you for your generosity, Follen Church, 
and have a great summer.   
 
The Kiva Committee (and the Kiva Goat) 
 
P.S.  Comment from the Kiva Goat: Okay, I can 
hear some of you UU skeptics right now, “Isn’t it 
interesting that the SJAT Co-Chairperson just 
happened to be the one who  had the closest 
guess in the contest?  Coincidence or conspiracy?  
You be the judge.”  Hmm. That is just unfair.  
Ms. Snellings was not provided with any “insider” 
information and just happens to know her social 
justice stuff.  She fairly won the free bowl of 
soup.  In addition, as the one who actually had 
the closest guess, she is also entitled to an extra 
piece of bread with her soup.  Take that, conspir-
acy theorists!      

Open Yoga Sessions May 10 
and May 24 

 
Would you like to restart your yoga practice or find 
out what yoga might offer you? Betsy Leutz, certi-
fied Kripalu Yoga Teacher, is offering two open 
yoga classes at Follen, in May. Please contact 
Betsy Leutz to let her know if you would like to at-
tend one or both of these classes: Thursday, May 
10 and Thursday, May 24 from 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. in 
the Community Center. No yoga experience re-
quired, but you should be in good health and able 
to get up and down from the floor independently. 
Bring your own yoga mat and wear comfortable 
clothing. 
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No Name Choir  
Update 
Okay, so you have heard 
about the No Name Choir 
but you want to know more?  
Well here is some additional 
information. 
 
The No Name Choir comes out of a service about 
prayer.  How does the spirit move you?   People 
have different ways of finding and expressing spiri-
tuality.  Do some songs hit “right there?”  Have you 
ever wanted to sing at Follen with a group that 
feels the same way?  Have you ever heard a knock 
your socks off,  dig down deep, raise the roof, gos-
pel choir reach for the stars and say to yourself, “I 
wish I could do that just once.”  We are looking for 
similar people (we know you are out there) that 
would like to have that kind of experience at Follen 
Church next fall.    
 
So how are we doing so far?  
 
• As of this writing, we have 40 interested partici-

pants. 

• Who are they?  People who sing in their cars, 
parents, non-choir members, choir members,  
retirees, a hummer, one life time lip-syncer who 
is ready to take the plunge, shower-only singers 
(still working on the logistics for this one) and 
more.   

• When will we sing?  We are seeking a service 
sometime in the fall.   We are trying to coordi-
nate with all the interested parties on when 
would be the best time. 

• When would we have rehearsals?  We are not 
sure yet as we do not have a fall date but the 
intent is to make the process as easy as possi-
ble, especially for busy people.  

• Is this in place of the Follen Senior Choir?  No, it 
is complimentary.  (“Oh, I liked your song.” 
“Well, I liked your song, too!”)  They are not mu-
tually exclusive.  Everyone is welcome as this is 
a community building event.  

• What will we sing? Not sure yet, but the idea is 
that it will be fun, spiritual and community build-
ing.   

• Do you have “HIM”?  YES WE DO!!  Thomas has 
agreed to lead us in this event!! And we are 
thrilled!! 

• SO if you are thinking, “I have always wanted to 
do this but have not had the time, guts, energy, 
talent, confidence….”  We want you.  

• We are a Welcoming Chorus.  We do not dis-
criminate against the talent-challenged.  We 
want you.  

 
If you are interested, we would love to have you.  
Please sign up at coffee hour or email  
Karen Gray Carruthers  
 
Lalalalalalalalalalalalalala………………… 

Follen Calendar (continued from 
Page 10) 
 
 
Tues. May 29 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 7:30 pm Senior Choir (S) 
 
Wed. May 30 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Operetta Leads  (S) 
 7:30 pm Coordinating Team (ASR) 
 
Thurs. May 31 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 
Sat. June 2 1:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
  
Sun. June 3 8:30 am Special Needs Parents (M) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir (S) 
 9:45 am Animal Blessing (outdoors) 
 10:30 am Worship (S) 
 12:00 pm Reflections (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Reception Jim Fesler show 
  (ASR) 
 6:30 pm FUUY (CC) 
 
Mon.  June 4 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)  
  
Tues. June 5 5:30 pm Operetta Dress Rehearsal (S) 
 
Wed. June 6 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Operetta Dress Rehearsal (S) 
 7:00 pm Worship, Music AT (L) 
 
Thurs. June 7 7:15 pm Cov. Group Steering (M) 
 7:30 pm RE Action Team (L) 
 
Fri. June 8 8:00 pm Operetta (S) 
 
Sat. June 9 8:00 pm Operetta (S) 
 
Sun. June 10 8:30 am Special Needs Parents (M) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir (S) 
 10:30 am Multigen Worship (S) 
 11:45 am Social Events (E/A) 
 6:30 pm FUUY (CC)  
 
Wed., June 13 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 7:30 pm Stewardship Review (ASR) 
 
Fri. June 15 5:00 pm MSYG Overnight (CC) 
 
 

Ingathering Service 
 

Sunday, September 9, 2012 
 

Wishing everyone a lovely summer - see you all at 
Follen’s Ingathering service! 
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FOLLEN CHURCH SOCIETY                        
755 Massachusetts Avenue              
Lexington, MA 02420 
Telephone: (781) 862-3805         
 
The Newsletter is published eight times a year and is 
free for members and friends of the Church.  Items 
for publication must be submitted by the deadline, 
and are subject to review.  Please be aware that the 
newsletter is available on our website, so plan your 
submissions accordingly. 
 
 Follen Staff: 
Rev. Tricia Brennan  781-862-3805, ex. 202  
   Interim Co- Minister, tricia.brennan@follen.org 
Rev. Cricket Potter, 781-862-3805, ext. 208 
   Interim Co-Minister,  cricket.potter@follen.org 
Debra Zagaeski 781-862-3805 ex. 204  
   Director of Religious Education  dre@follen.org 
Thomas Stumpf  781-862-3805 ex. 206  
   Director of Music   TStumpfMoz@aol.com 
Sarah Garner   781-862-3805 ex. 205  
   Church Administrator   sarah.garner@follen.org 
Janet Parsons 781-862-3805 ex. 201 
    Communications Administrator  admin@follen.org 
Harriet Peterson  781-789-2032 
     Membership Coordinator  membership@follen.org 

 
 
 
 
 

______________________ 

May 6,  2012 
FOLLEN NEWSLETTER 
Email: admin@follen.org 
Web site: www.follen.org 
 
POSTMASTER: PLEASE RUSH!  
DATED MATERIAL 
ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

Wed. May 16 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 7:30 pm Bldgs. & Grounds (M) 
 7:30 pm Covenant Group Ops (ASR) 
 
Thurs. May 17 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 7:30 pm Annual Meeting (CC) 
  
Sat. May 19 10:00 am Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 
Sun. May 20 8:30 am Special Needs Parents (M) 
 8:30 am Social Justice AT (E/A) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir (S) 
 9:00 am Congregational Meeting (CC) 
 10:00 am Family Worship (S) 
 10:30 am Worship (S) 
 12:00 pm Reflections (ASR) 
 12:00 pm Lay Ministry (E/A) 
 12:00 pm Transition Team (M) 
 6:30 pm FUUY (CC) 
   
Mon.  May 21 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 pm Membership Cte. (ASR) 
  
Tues. May 22 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 7:30 pm Senior Choir (S) 
 
Wed. May 23 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 7:30 pm Stewardship Review (ASR) 
 
Thurs. May 24 12:15 pm Book Group (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Operetta Leads (S) 
 6:00 pm Yoga (CC) 
   
Sat. May 26  CAPE COD WEEKEND 
 
Sun., May 27  CAPE COD WEEKEND 
 
Mon. May 28  HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED 
 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 
            (continued on Page 9) 

Upcoming Follen Events:  
Sun. May 6 8:30 am Special Needs Parents (M) 
 9:00 am Youth Choir (S) 
 9:45 am Junior Choir (S) 
 10:30 am Multigen Worship Service (S) 
 11:45 am Social Events Cte. (M) 
 12:00 pm Operetta Production (E/A) 
 4:00 pm Coming of Age (M) 
 6:30 pm FUUY (CC) 
  
Mon. May 7 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 pm Program Council (ASR) 
   
Tues. May 8 3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 pm Senior Choir (S) 
 
Wed.  May 9 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 6:00 pm Welcoming Cong. Cte. (offsite) 
 7:30 pm Stewardship Review (ASR) 
  
Thurs. May 10 3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 6:00 pm Yoga (CC) 
 7:30 pm RE Action Team (L) 
 
Sat. May 12 10:00 am Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 pm Concert for a Cause (S) 
  
    
Sun. May 13 8:30 am Special Needs Parents (M) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir (S) 
 10:30 am Worship (S) 
 12:00 pm Reflections (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Concert for a Cause (S) 
 6:30 pm FUUY (CC) 
  
Mon. May 14 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 pm Parish Board (M) 
      
Tues. May 15 3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S) 
 7:30 pm Senior Choir (S) 
  


