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SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 2012
EASTER SUNDAY
9:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverend Cricket Potter with music
by the Junior and Senior Choirs
Shared Hospitality Hour between the two worship services at 10:30 a.m. in the Community
Center

11:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverend Tricia Brennan with the
Youth and Senior Choirs
Religious Education classes will not meet
Nursery care will be provided during the 9:30 a.m.
service only

Janet Parsons, Editor

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2012
NO FAMILY WORSHIP
10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Membership Sunday
Each year we recognize our new members as
well as those marking an anniversary of their
membership. We will also hear from some participants from this month’s service trip to New
Orleans, about how service work strengthens
the bonds they feel between each other and
with the church.
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and
Cricket Potter
All children and youth begin in worship and are sung
out to classes
Religious Education classes will meet
Nursery care will be provided for babies and children
up to age 3.

SUNDAY,APRIL 15, 2012
NO FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE
10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Led by the Reverends Cricket Potter and
Tricia Brennan
Religious Education classes will not meet.
Childcare will be provided for children in Grade 2
and below.
Nursery care will be provided for children up to age
3.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22, 2012
10:00 AM: FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE,
SANCTUARY
10:30 AM: WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Immigration as a Moral Issue

Led by the Immigration Task Force
Religious Education classes will meet
Nursery Care will be provided for babies and children up to age 3.

SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2012
10:30 AM: MULTIGENERATIONAL WORSHIP
SERVICE, SANCTUARY
Flower Communion and Child Dedication

Everyone is asked to bring a flower to this beautiful service so that the flowers can be exchanged and shared by all. We will also be
dedicating babies and children, our Unitarian
Universalist way of declaring our support for a
child's parents and godparents, and our commitment to help raise this child in our midst with
intelligent attention, compassion, and love.
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and
Cricket Potter
Religious Education classes will meet
Nursery care will be provided for babies and children
up to age 3.

minister relationship.

In the Interim

Cricket and I have been pleased to hear various
responses to the letter we sent to the congregation about our desire to raise up the issue of the
role of the minister at Follen. We welcome all
voices and opinions as we engage further on
this important topic on April 14th at 9:00 a.m.

Reverend Tricia Brennan
Reverend Cricket Potter
Recently I attended the retirement celebration
of my colleague Sheldon Bennett, who is concluding 25 years of service as the Minister at First
Parish in Quincy, Mass. Sheldon’s ministry was
marked by faithfulness to his calling as pastor,
prophetic presence in his community, supportive
colleague and steward of a historical church.
The event was joyous and left me appreciative
of the depth and breadth of all that ministry entails and offers to one who chooses this path.

You know, on the day that I went to Sheldon’s
celebration I also was honored to lead the marvelous Music Sunday service with Cricket. I had
the joy of meeting with two new members of
Follen and later in the afternoon, the privilege of
a meaningful pastoral visit. It is a gift to be a minister, be it interim or settled, parish or community,
serving a large, small or in-between church.

Like your honoring of Lucinda and the full year of
good-byes that she and you made room for,
First Parish Quincy, in honoring Sheldon and their
many years of shared ministry, is also preparing
itself for its next ministry. Goodbyes are important; recognition of what has been shared and
accomplished, and even what was left undone
and mistakes made, are the good work of ministerial transition.

Tricia

See you in church!

Child Dedication Ceremony
Planned for May 6th
Child dedication is what Unitarian Universalists
do when affirming a baby's name, declaring our
support for a baby's parents and godparents,
and in declaring our commitment to help raise
this child in our midst with intelligent attention,
compassion, and love. While it resembles what
others call a baptism, or a christening, it differs
in our understanding because we are not washing away the child's sins and we are not specifically welcoming the child to Christ. We dedicate
the child to the highest that we know, put a few
drops of water on his or her head, heart, and
hands, and present the child with a tiny rosebud.

A century ago in these New England parts, a
minister was typically called to a congregation
for life. He - and it was almost always a he - was
called upon completion of seminary and pretty
much stayed put, living in a parsonage nearby
to the church. He was expected to take an active part in the life of the local community, fulfilling the role of parson in doing so. Then, as now,
the authority of the minister in the congregation
varied from church to church, though he typically exerted considerable authority.

This year's Child Dedication Ceremony will be
held on Sunday, May 6th. It is Flower Communion Sunday and a multigenerational service,
which allows all our children and youth to participate. PLEASE CONTACT Cricket or Tricia if
you would like to have your child/ren dedicated,
or if you would like more information about this
ceremony. Thank you!

Lifelong ministries, even quarter-century ministries
are rare now, though there are shining examples. The advent of women into ministry has
been a sea-change for the profession and for
congregations, as it has brought some different
values and an increased recognition that ministers have lives outside their ministerial responsibilities. And in so many other ways, from postmodernism, to a global economy, to our entrance into a digital age and the rise of social
media, our world and our congregations are
changing in ways that shape the congregation/

Contact information for Tricia and Cricket:
Tricia: (781) 862-3805, ext. 202,
tricia.brennan@follen.org
Cricket:
(781)
862-3805,
cricket.potter@follen.org
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ext.

208,

RE-flections

Important Religious
Education Dates in April and
May

by Debra Zagaeski
Imagine…

Sunday, April 8th – Easter Worship Services
No RE classes
Nursery care at 9:30 am service only

A new beginning! We must learn to live each day,
each hour, yes, each minute as a new beginning,
as a unique opportunity to make everything
new. Imagine that we could live each moment as
a moment pregnant with new life. Imagine that
we could walk through the year always listening to
a voice saying to us: I have a gift for you and
can’t wait for you to see it! Imagine!
- Henri J.M. Nouwen

Sunday, April 15 – No Family Worship
No RE classes – Childcare for children in
grades 2 and below
Nursery care for babies and children up to
age 3 years

It does not matter how many times I have
witnessed it - this season always startles me with
its beauty; like the joy that I feel at seeing the first
tender shoots of the snowdrops as they appear at
the threshold of the spring. I think of the many
gifts that we share in the spring and can
appreciate how truly miraculous the return of the
light, the warmth, the new life must have felt to
our ancestors. It is a liminal time, a time to pause
and to be attentive to the gifts that are offered and
to the gifts that we may share with one another. It
is this invitation to share from
deep within ourselves, that
reflects the message and
meaning of Easter for me. It is
the invitation for each one of
us
to
plant
seeds
of
compassion, justice, peace,
understanding and joy. May
we all sow!

Sunday, April 22 – Family Worship at
10:00 am
RE Classes meet
Nursery care for babies and children up to
age 3 years
Sunday, April 29th – No Family Worship
All Children and Youth begin in Worship and
are sung out to classes
RE Classes meet
Nursery care for babies and children up to
age 3 years
Sunday, May 6th – Multigenerational
Worship Flower Communion
Nursery care for babies and children up to
age 3 years
Sunday, May 13th – No Family Worship
Coming of Age Worship Service
RE classes meet
Nursery care for babies and children up to
age 3 years

Namaste,
Debra

Ben Sears Publishes
The Irving Berlin Reader

VOLUNTEER SERVICE
NETWORK

The Irving Berlin Reader, edited by our own

The VSN was started more than 25 years ago
at Follen to help provide a supportive
network within the congregation, by
providing
assistance
for
unforeseen
circumstances, such as meals, rides, etc. If
you need help during April, call Arlene
Langseth through the church office.

Ben Sears, is now available at Amazon and at Barnes and Noble. The book, published by Oxford
University Press, is a compilation of writings about
and by Irving Berlin - a wonderful glance into
the American musical past. It is full of the facts
about the history of the great composer, some
of which are published here for the first
time. Please take a look at it - it is well worth your
time! Congratulations, Ben!
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Music

SENIOR CHOIR NOTES
Rehearsals:

Notes

Sunday April 8th at 8:45 a.m. for the 9:30
service, at 11:00 a.m. for the 11:30 service

Operetta News

Tuesday April 10th at 7:30 p.m.

As the operetta approaches, it is time for the
annual video party and
run-through.

Tuesday April 17th at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday April 15th at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday April 22nd at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday April 24th at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday April 29h at 9:00 a.m.

On Monday, April 9th, after the usual choir rehearsals, we will serve pizzas at 6 p.m., and at
about 6:25 show the video of "Patience" in the
Community Center. Parents/guardians should plan
on picking up their kids at about 8:30 (you can of
course take them out earlier if you wish, especially
if your children are younger). All Youth and Junior
Choir members are invited. This event is not
"mandatory," but it is a recommended way for kids
to get to know the opera, and to get excited about
the forthcoming production!!

Please be punctual - and please try to
attend all rehearsals!!

Youth and Junior Choir Notes
Rehearsals:

Youth Choir every Monday 5:00-6:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary

On Monday, April 23rd, the timetable will be exactly the same: at 6 p.m. we will serve pizzas, and
after that we move into the Sanctuary for a runthrough of "Patience." If anything, this will end
somewhat earlier than 8:30 - hopefully, we will be
done by 8:15. Again, the event is for all Youth and
Junior Choir members but is not mandatory - just
highly recommended, most especially for the
leads!!

Junior Choir every Monday 5:15-6:00 p.m. in the
Anne Smith Room
We will follow the Lexington Public Schools calendar throughout the year, so there will be no
rehearsals when school is out (this applies to
snow days as well as holidays)!

Recital: The Nights of
Summer

The next service at which both choirs will sing:
April 8th, Easter Sunday. The Junior Choir will
be singing at the 9:30 service, and is asked to
be in the Sanctuary for a quick rehearsal at 9
a.m. The Youth Choir will be singing at the 11:30
service, and is asked to be in the Sanctuary for
a quick rehearsal at 10:45 a.m. These will be
wonderful services - each ending with rousing
renditions of the beloved Hallelujah Chorus! and we hope to see all of you there!!

Please join us Sunday, April 22nd,
at 3:30 p.m. in the Follen sanctuary, for The Nights of Summer,
a recital of art songs featuring Follen's Alto Section Leader Caitlin Felsman, and Music
Director, Thomas Stumpf. The concert will include
Berlioz's Les nuits d'été, as well as works by Handel,
Guastavino and Strauss.
A suggested donation of $15 ($10/students) will be
collected at the door to support Caitlin's upcoming
trip to perform at the Harare International Festival of
the Arts in Zimbabwe. For more information please
contact Caitlin through the church office.

The last time this church year that both choirs
will sing in church is on Sunday, May 6th.
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Notes From the
President

We are on track in our interim process. We have celebrated our past with a luncheon for some senior members of the congregation, and with a service and timeline that tells Follen’s stories. There are not major divisions in the church; the conflicts that do arise often
stem from differences of opinion about process, authority and transparency in decision-making. Cricket
and Tricia have helped guide lay leadership through
honest discussions about past and present conflicts
and suggest that it would be helpful for the congregation to adopt a covenant that affirms our aspirations
for how we want to be together. They have appointed
a task force to craft such a covenant for Follen.

After all the hard work on the budget
in February, Program Council concentrated on other matters at the March
and April meetings. In March, we
finalized the Ministerial Search Committee process and started implementing it. We authorized a new ad
hoc committee to draft an affirmational church-wide
covenant about congregants' interactions. We reviewed the excellent progress toward goals from our
Annual Plan in March and began developing next
year's plan in the April meeting.

Our interim ministers are working closely with the
Worship and Music Action Team to deepen Sunday
morning worship and to bring some continuity to the
worship experience throughout the year. They are
also working with other groups, particularly Covenant
Group leadership, Membership and Lifespan RE, to
determine where in their work a ministerial presence is
needed. One insight that comes from this collaboration is that there is work enough at Follen to warrant
the addition of a half-time assistant minister. They
also find that we could partner with our very capable
staff more effectively than we do now. This information is helpful as we think about Follen’s future and as
we study our stewardship practices and goals.

One topic deserves special mention because it
shows how we cooperate effectively. The Community and Hospitality Action Team (CHAT) is working
with the Religious Education Action Team and others
to update our audio/video/website policy. It can be
a delicate issue at times, as we want to protect congregants’ privacy while providing an inviting and informative web site of interest to newcomers and
long-time members alike. For example, we would
like to provide Follen membership easy but secure
access to videos of the FUUY or Coming of Age services. Others might like access to videos of services
that they are unable to attend. After Program Council agrees on a revised policy, Parish Board will then
review it.

The main issue is to examine our understanding of the
role and authority of our minister, and to learn about
and consider other models for ministry. Follen’s lay
leadership was well aware that this would be an issue,
and Cricket and Tricia are helping us all to understand
the implications for our settled minister search and for
Follen’s future vitality. A congregational gathering

Program Council meetings are generally open to all
Follen members and are held on the first Mondays of
each month (see the on-line calendar). If you have
any questions or are interested in any of these or
other such topics, feel free to contact the Program
Council President by phone or e-mail.

will be held on April 14 to discuss the minister’s
role at Follen, and the discussion that starts there
may in time lead to changes in our bylaws and to our
policies around staff supervision.

Herman Marshall, for the Program Council

There is much to be done in the next year, with the
usual church life, interim work and a ministerial search
on parallel tracks. A big challenge for this vibrant,
busy place is to take the time to pause and reflect so
that we can take full advantage of this interim time
and of the two extraordinary ministers with whom we
are sharing these two years.

Transition Team News
The interim ministers and the Transition Team, working with other lay leaders, recently completed a midterm appraisal of our interim time. This summary is a
capsule of our findings.
There were not many surprises in the assessment.
Tricia and Cricket have taken some time to get to
know us and have participated in nearly every aspect
of Follen; we’ve gotten to know and enjoy them and
are grateful for the skills and new perspectives that
they bring. There is a mutual relationship of trust and
appreciation. We, and they, find co-ministry to be a
wonderful new experience.

Meeting Reminder
Saturday, April 14
9:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
To discuss the role of the minister
RSVP to Janet at admin@follen.org or (781) 862-3805,
ext. 201.
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Please, take this personally!
Anything Goes! The Follen Goods and
Services Auction needs you to donate!
Many Follenites have donated to the auction which will be held on Saturday May 5 from 6:00 – 8:00
p.m. However, in order to make this a fun event with something for everyone, and in order to meet our
financial goals at this important fundraiser, we need more items.
Do you bake? Donate your tricky or labor intensive specialty like fudge, baklava or spanakopita. Someone will be sure to snap it up.
Are you a professional financial advisor? We have yet to receive a donation of a few hours of tax, college
planning or estate planning services. Like it or not, we could all use it.
Do you sew? Offer sewing lessons, labor for custom window treatments, or free hemming on six pairs of
pants. Practically priceless.
Are you a fitness trainer? Create a fitness plan for an aspiring marathoner, tri-athlete or wanna-be ex
couch potato. Follen will be healthier for it.
These are just a few ideas. As we say, Anything Goes!
Contact Amy Horsburgh (in the Follen Directory) to make a donation.

“Within us is the soul, the wise silence, the universal beauty, to which every particle is
equally related, the eternal one” -- Ralph Waldo Emerson

What is a Covenant Group?
It is a small group ministry of 8 to 10 members meeting once a month in a member's home.
A covenant group is not a therapy or support or interest group.
The primary purpose of covenant groups is to develop deeper connections among congregation
members who might not otherwise connect. The caring support these relationships represent embodies the essence of our covenantal Unitarian Universalist faith. The covenantal relationship between group members extends in turn, to group leaders who, themselves, also stand in covenant
with the parish minister. Part of the covenantal relationship includes sharing, between leaders and
minister, when a group member is facing significant life challenges.
The structure of covenant group meetings is shaped by readings (created by a writers group made
up of Covenant Group leaders) and discussions which flow from these readings. An underlying principle guiding group interaction is nonjudgmental listening: where members are given space to share
their own life experiences with those who are there to just listen, not fix problems.
Members in the groups represent the diverse fabric of our congregation. All adults are welcome!
Sign up at Coffee Hour on April 15, 22, 29, or on May 6 or 13.
A mock Covenant Group session will be held on May 6.
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Covenant Group Prepares
Dinner for the Roxbury Youth
Program

FHRAT Finally
Official Mascot

Announces

In October 2011, the Kiva Goat,
the official mascot of the Follen
Kiva
Committee, challenged
FHRAT to come up with its own
mascot. Six months later, after
significant debate and deliberation, FHRAT officially announces a Boston terrier
wearing a bow tie is the new FHRAT mascot.
(Hmmm, wonder who influenced that decision.)

Our covenant group recently had the pleasure of
planning, preparing, and serving the evening meal
to some 30 enthusiastic young people participating in the UU Urban Ministry Roxbury Youth Program (RYP). This program, which is operated
from the UUUM campus in Roxbury, serves middle
and high school students, with the goal of providing them with a safe, enriching environment during out-of-school hours. RYP offers a healthy
meal every weekday night, and couldn’t do it without the support of congregations like Follen’s.

Soup Supper for April

We had help in planning our meal from the Reverend Kate Wilkinson, UUUM Coordinator of Congregational Outreach and Volunteers, and from Arlie
Langseth from Follen, who is a nutritionist. We
prepared the dinner in the Urban Ministry kitchen,
which can accommodate four or five cooks.

The monthly Thursday Soup Supper will be
on April 12th at the home of Jane, Jon,
and Ben Current, 296 Woburn Street, Lexington, from
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Please just show up, with kids if you
can, in a very relaxed and convivial atmosphere. There
will be both vegetarian and non-veg soups, and mac &
cheese for the kids. You are welcomed to bring other
soups, bread/rolls, a beverage, salad, or dessert; please
call Jane at her number listed in the Follen Directory.

Meals at RYP are served buffet style. Serving the
kids, and then sitting in the dining room with them
and Rev. Kate, was an awesome experience. The
energy level was amazing. Rev. Kate explained
that sometimes the volunteers join the youth in
board games after dinner. However, the night we
were there, the game was “Spoons.” The fast pace
and the decibel level made it a spectator sport for
us, but it was a real treat to watch them play.

Directions: #296 is near the end of Woburn Street, so
parking in the commercial lot at the intersection with
Lowell Street is advised. Cross the road to Jane’s house.

Follen has committed to providing dinner for the
youth again on May 9. If you or your covenant
group or committee would be interested in providing a meal at RYP and would like to hear more
about our experience, please don’t hesitate to
contact any of us. For more information about the
program, please contact Tempe Goodhue or Lisa
Snellings. You can find more information on the
Urban Ministry and the RYP online at http://
www.uuum.org

Thanks to Ann Schauffler and Stan Griffith for hosting
March’s get-together. Once again, we ate ALL the soup.
Karen Longeteig is looking for a replacement as Soup
Supper coordinator. It’s not too hard, and she will send
you the templates. Creative writers welcome! Call or
email her.

From the Community and Hospitality Action
Team:

Edie Engel, Jackie Hawkinson, Kathy Spang, Kay
Lamer, and Laura Maltby (with support behind-thescenes from Arlie Langseth and Carolyn Crowell)

We are so thankful to Karen Longeteig for the three
years she has organized the publicity and hosts for
our soup suppers. These are such fun social events
and a wonderful way for people to get to know one
another informally (plus, the food is always so delicious!). Next year we will need a new coordinator,
whose job is to recruit volunteer hosts (and we
have several who have graciously and repeatedly
offered their homes) and to send in the announcements for our newsletter and Friday updates.

Books for Chelsea
Please continue to donate children's books for the patients
of the Chelsea Health Center. The children love being able
to pick out a book to take home. As part of the national
Reach Out and Read program, we give a new book to each
child ages 1-5 at their well child check. All your donated
books count as credit toward receiving more new books.
So do keep the books coming. Please place them in the
basket in the vestibule outside the community center or
call me (my number and email are in the directory).

We hope someone can step forward for this job that
doesn't require much time.

Sarah Richards MD

Thank you!
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selves, they also find a deep sense of purpose in
knitting for charitable causes. In addition to knitting
for orphanages in Kazakhstan and Rosie’s Place, they
have sent scarves and hats to the Women’s Lunch
Place, prayer shawls to Renewal House, and a variety
of items to women and children in Afghanistan. They
have also made afghans to help comfort Follen members in times of need. Since mid-2009, when they
started counting, the group has contributed well in
excess of 200 handmade articles.

Parish Board Update
Parish Board continues to discuss a proposal to fly
the American flag, or a rotation of flags including
the rainbow flag, on church grounds. There is
general agreement that flying a flag is a vivid and
concrete expression of who we are and what we
believe in. However, there is broad range of opinion at Follen about what flying any flag says about
us as a congregation, making the "to fly or not to
fly" decision very complex. This topic is on the
Parish Board agenda for the next meeting, April
9th, in the Marshman Center. The meeting will
begin at 7:30, and discussion of this issue is
scheduled for approximately 8:00.

Donations Are Welcome
The Follen Stitches gratefully accepts donations of
yarn, knitting needles, crochet hooks, etc. to use either for its charity projects or to pass along to other
worthy organizations. It has previously made donations of yarn to Women’s Lunch Place and to Germaine Lawrence, a residential treatment center for
adolescent girls in Arlington Heights.

Melissa Howe, Parish Board Chair

Exhibit of Knit Items in the
Anne Smith Room Until April 25

Please Take This Quiz!
Recently, there was a service about prayer. How does
the spirit move you? People have different ways of
finding and expressing spirituality. Do some songs hit
“right there?” Have you ever wanted to sing at Follen
with a group that feels the same way? Have you ever
heard a knock your socks off, dig down deep, raise the
roof, gospel choir reach for the stars and say to yourself, “I wish I could do that!” We are looking for similar people (we know you are out there) who would like
to have that experience at Follen Church next fall.

The Anne Smith Room gallery now showcases about
20 of the hundreds of items made over the years by
the Follen Stitches — Follen’s knitting group. Most
have already been donated to various groups; this
show must come down on April 25 so a shipment to
Kazakhstan can be prepared.
You needn’t have ever cast on or dropped a stitch to
be awed and delighted by the colorful and intricate
examples of the Stitches’ talent. Visit the gallery anytime, and come to an artists’ reception after hospitality hour on Sunday, April 15.

In order to qualify, you need to take this quiz and get at
least one right answer.

The items destined for Kazakhstan are for one of the
group’s favorite projects, knitting for orphanages
there, where teens “age out” of the orphanage after
ninth grade, when they are about 16 years old. A
Cincinnati-area resident who adopted four children
from Kazakhstan has rallied knitters and crocheters
all over the country (and a few abroad) to make
each of these teens — approximately 50 each year
— a sweater, hat, scarf, mittens, and two pairs of
socks. Photographs of the recipients, their favorite
colors, and their measurements guide the knitters.
This year, the group considers it their privilege to
have knit for Viktor and Yulia, whose pictures are
part of the exhibit. Also in the exhibit are items,
mostly scarves, destined for Rosie’s Place in Boston,
as well as other unique handiworks.

• Are you a fabulous singer (at least in the shower)?

We need you.
• On the other hand, can you not carry a tune, even in
a Ford F-550 4x4 V8 Turbo Diesel dump truck with
6,000 pounds of payload capacity? We are looking
for you.
• Did you play the part of the tree in your high school
musical? You need us.
• Do you sing in the Follen choir and have the pipes of
Pavarotti? We covet you.
• Do you sing in the Follen pews and have the pipes of
a 1940s pre-inspected building? Come join us.
• Do you sing and dance in the car when you think no
one is looking? We’d love to have you (and by the
way, we all saw you).
We are a Welcoming Chorus. We do not discriminate
against the talent-challenged. We want you. If you are
interested, please contact Karen Gray Carruthers
(lalalalalalala)

All are welcome to join the knitting group, which
meets weekly on Wednesday mornings year-round
and one evening a month. Although members are
free to knit for their families, friends, and them8

Isa is a hardworking and conscientious person. Isa
is a farmer, and supports his wife and seven children by growing and selling agricultural crops for
over three years. He is the owner of this business
and started it with buying and selling small livestock and cattle. Then, Isa began growing various
types of agricultural crops, such as corn, wheat,
watermelons, cantaloupe and peanuts. Isa requested a loan to buy mineral fertilizers, fuel, and
to pay for his employees' work. Also, he wants to
use the rest of the money to buy cattle. With
great sacrifice he has been able to be successful
and has supported himself with the prior loans he
has received and repaid.

About Follen Folks:
Follen Church offers its deepest condolences
to the families of two of our oldest
members: Alma Richards and Tommy Hardy.
A memorial service will be held for Alma
Richards, a member of Follen for 47 years,
on Saturday April 14 at 3:00 p.m. A
reception will follow in the Anne Smith
Room. Alma died at age 90 on March 30,
2012.
Tommy Hardy died on March 30, 2012 at the
age of 92. A memorial service will be held
here at Follen on Saturday, May 5 at 2:00
p.m.

IS THERE A PRIZE INVOLVED!!
WHY, YES THERE IS!
Question for the Kiva Goat: In How Many
Countries has Follen Church Made Kiva
Loans? Sincerely, Iwana No

Tajikistan, a country with a captivating Silk Road
history and a rich cultural heritage, is also the
poorest of the former Soviet republics. A mountainous state with only 6% arable land, its economy was damaged by a destructive 1990s civil war
from which it is still recovering.

KIVA GOAT ANSWERS:
Dear Ms. Iwana No,

We chose to loan to Isa. “Nourished by our community, we grow spiritually and embrace the
world.”

Thank you for your interesting
question. As most of you know,
Follen Church has been making
Kiva loans for three years now. Through Kiva, we
make micro-loans, empowering unique entrepreneurs around the globe. Kiva's mission is to connect people through lending for the sake of alleviating poverty. Once the loan is repaid, Follen
Church can re-loan that money to another worthy
individual.

The Kiva Committee

Caring Congregation Committee
Meeting April 10th
The next meeting of the CCC will be Tuesday,
April 10th at the home of Sharon Cerny, at 1 Barberry Road at 7:15 p.m. Anyone interested in attending is very welcome; all meetings are
open. The Caring Congregation Committee works
to develop programs which welcome and support
those families with children (including adult children) with special challenges.

OK, Iwana No, you want to know in how many
countries has Follen Church made Kiva
loans? Well, I’m not going to tell you. You will
have to guess! The first two people to be the
first to guess the correct number of countries (or closest to it) will get a free bowl of
soup from our New Orleans, Gulf Coast Service
Trip organizers (a little plug). Stop by the Social
Justice Action Team table for your free entry
form. Winners will be announced soon!

For further information or questions, please call
Sharon Cerny or Harriet Peterson. Their contact
information can be found in the Follen Directory or
through the church office.

In the meantime, let me tell you about our agricultural loan to Isa Bobomuratov from Tajikistan.
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Follen Staff:

Rev. Tricia Brennan 781-862-3805, ex. 202
Interim Co- Minister, tricia.brennan@follen.org
Rev. Cricket Potter, 781-862-3805, ext. 208
Interim Co-Minister, cricket.potter@follen.org
Debra Zagaeski 781-862-3805 ex. 204
Director of Religious Education dre@follen.org
Thomas Stumpf 781-862-3805 ex. 206
Director of Music TStumpfMoz@aol.com
Sarah Garner 781-862-3805 ex. 205
Church Administrator sarah.garner@follen.org
Janet Parsons 781-862-3805 ex. 201
Communications Administrator admin@follen.org
Harriet Peterson 781-789-2032
Membership Coordinator membership@follen.org

______________________

Upcoming Follen Events:
Sun. April 8

Mon. April 9

10:00 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
6:30 pm

8:45 am Senior Choir (S)
9:00 am Junior Choir (S)
9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Hospitality Hour (CC)
10:45 am Youth Choir (S)
11:00 am Senior Choir (S)
11:30 am Worship Service (S)
12:00 pm Reflections (ASR)
6:30 pm FUUY (CC)
5:00 pm
5:15 pm
6:00 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Youth Choir (S)
Junior Choir (ASR)
Operetta Video Party (CC)
Parish Board (M)
Membership Cte. (ASR)

Tues. April 10

7:15 pm
7:30 pm

Caring Congregation (off-site)
Senior Choir (S)

Wed. April 11

10:00 am
7:30 pm

Thurs. April 12

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm

Yoga (CC)
Soup Supper (off-site)
RE Action Team (ASR)

Sat. April 14

9:00 am
3:00 pm

Cong. Conversation (S)
Memorial Service (S)

Sun. April 15

9:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm

Senior Choir (S)
Worship (S)
Reflections (E/A)
Reception - ASR Gallery

Family Worship (S)
Worship (S)
Social Events (M)
Reflections (ASR)
Coming of Age Class (E/A)
Recital (S)
FUUY (CC)

Mon. April 23

5:00 pm
5:15 pm
6:00 pm

Youth Choir (S)
Junior Choir (ASR)
Operetta Run-through (S)

Tues. April 24

7:30 pm

Senior Choir (S)

Wed. April 25

10:00 am
7:30 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Coordinating Team (ASR)

Thurs.April 26

6:00 pm
7:30 pm

Yoga (CC)
Stewardship Review (ASR)

Sat. April 28

10:00 am

Soul Collage (ASR)

Sun. April 29

8:30 am
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm
12:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Special Needs Parents (M)
Social Justice AT (L)
Senior Choir (S)
Worship (S)
Reflections (ASR)
Coming of Age (M)
Lay Ministers (E/A)
MSYG (Gr. 6) (ASR)
FUUY (CC)

Mon. April 30

4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:15 pm
7:30 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Youth Choir (S)
Junior Choir (ASR)
FHRAT (ASR)

Senior Choir (S)

Tues. May 1

Knitting (ASR)
Bldgs. & Grounds (M)

7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Nominating Committee (ASR)
Senior Choir (S)

Wed. May 2

Thurs. April 19 12:15 pm
6:00 pm

Book Group (ASR)
Yoga (CC)

10:00 am
7:00 pm

Knitting (ASR)
Worship, Music AT (ASR)

Thurs. May 3

7:15 pm

Cov. Group Steering (M)

Sun. April 22

Special Needs Parents (M)
Senior Choir (S)

Mon. April 16

Knitting (ASR)
Stewardship Review (ASR)

HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED

Tues. April 17

7:30 pm

Wed. April 18

10:00 am
7:30 pm

8:30 am
9:00 am

Sat. May 5
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10:00 am
2:00 pm
6:00 pm

Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Memorial Service (S)
Anything Goes Auction (CC)

