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10:30 AM: ADULT WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2011
FOLLEN’S ANNUAL CAPE COD WEEKEND
NO WORSHIP SERVICES OR PROGRAMMING
AT FOLLEN

“From Change Comes Opportunity”
Follen’s Lay Ministers will lead the worship service
with the theme "From Change Comes Opportunity". It will be a time for all of us to remember
changes in our lives that have occurred during
Lucinda's ministry and to look ahead toward new
opportunities for spiritual growth.
Religious Education classes will meet
Nursery care will be provided

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2011

SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2011

9:45 AM: FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE, OUTDOORS
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

10:30 AM: MULTIGENERATIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY

This service will take place outside by the ark, behind the church.
For this, the final Family Worship Service of this
church year we will gather a bit earlier than usual:
please plan to arrive by 9:45 am. For this service
we invite families and individuals to bring a family
pet with them (in appropriate carrier or on a leash,
to keep all of our animal companions safe). Together we will celebrate the animal companions in
our lives, and honor animals of the earth that we
love. We will celebrate our Unitarian Universalist
seventh principle: Respect for the interdependent
web of all existence of which we are a part.
If you do not have an animal companion that you
are able to bring with you, bring a photograph or a
stuffed animal to represent an animal that you
love.
IMPORTANT: In the case of rain we will meet in the
sanctuary – please leave your animal companions
at home and bring a photograph or stuffed animal
to represent the animal that you love.
Led by Debra Zagaeski, Director of Religious Education

"The Loom of Life"
With a lovely story delivered by Debra Zagaeski,
Lucinda's farewell service will include a personal
reflection, indelible memories, and blessings. Members of the Youth and Junior Choirs will sing today
with the Adult Choir. Come and enjoy this
"threshold to summer!"
Religious Education classes will not meet
Nursery care will be provided

Ingathering Sunday
September 11, 2011
9:30 a.m.: Pancake Breakfast, in
the Community Center
10:30 a.m.: Multigenerational
Worship Service, in the Sanctuary

come and the ministers go, and the pews
empty and fill, empty and fill.

From the Octagon

Isn't it wonderful?

By the Reverend Lucinda Duncan

What an honor to be a part of this everlasting,
on-going flow of life.

The wonderful thing about our octagonalshaped sanctuary is that the story of its
creation never gets old.

What a joy.
With love to you all,

Just this past Sunday, moments before the
service was starting, I spotted a new young
woman with her five-year old daughter,
Stacey. Oblivious to the clock, I welcomed
them both, asked if they were new, and
mentioned the story of both the sanctuary,
designed by Charles Follen, and the beautiful
pulpit which he also designed and which was
constructed by some of Boston's finest
woodworkers in the year following Follen's
untimely death.

Lucinda

Religious Education
Registration 2011-2012
The 2011-2012 Religious Education registration form will be in the mail next week. All
children and youth must register to participate in RE programming; this includes
Middle and High School youth programs. Financial assistance is available to any family
that is unable to pay the registration fees;
please contact Debra Zagaeski. All requests
are kept strictly confidential.

Stacey's first impulse was to touch the pulpit's
many wooden stars. I thought: She fits right in
with the generations of children who have
come before! Several months ago I read a
recollection by Art Smith's grown daughter
who now lives in New Zealand, describing the
fun she and her siblings and friends always
had on Sunday mornings after the service was
over, or during Junior Choir rehearsals, twirling
the wooden stars on the front of the pulpit.

Please return your registration forms
promptly. The registration helps REAT plan
for the classes in the coming year.
Please review these forms carefully, as
there are some changes on this year’s
forms:
*Please note that the REAT is requesting
that all adult members of a registering
household complete and return CORI request
forms. If you have any question or concern
regarding the CORI process please contact
Debra Zagaeski at the church office.

Of course, replacing the lost stars and
tightening the loose stars was part of the
renovation project we put together in 1996,
compliments of a generous pulpit restoration
gift from Edie and David Engel to honor the
memory of Edie's mother, Martha Smith.

*The new Follen website will soon be
launched and we would love to post pictures
of children and youth from our programs as
well as some of their artistic works on the
website. No names will ever be used with
the photos. Please indicate on the forms if
you give your permission for photo/image
use.

So although the new stars don't twirl now, and
none have been lost (yet), the attraction of
this space, of our sacred gathering space,
remains real. Isn't it wonderful?
This month marks my last in your pulpit as your
Parish Minister. My 18 years here have been
an absolute joy. I was thrilled at last week's
Annual Meeting to be voted -- by a hearty,
affirmative voice vote -- your Minister Emerita.
And so the stories go on: the wooden pulpit
stars attract little fingers, the seasons come
and go and are enjoyed through our
magnificent clear glass windows, the ministers

*The forms still have a section to indicate if
your child/youth has any allergy or other
concern/special need. Please contact Debra
Zagaeski to schedule a meeting to discuss
any significant special need or concern in
person.
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Welcome to our Two
Interim Ministers

RE-flections
by Debra Zagaeski

The Ministerial Transition Action Team (MINTAT)
is very pleased to welcome not one, but two great
people to serve as co-Interim Ministers of Follen
Church for a renewable one-year term from August 1, 2011 through July 31, 2012. The Reverends
Tricia Brennan and Cricket Potter have accepted
our offer to share the pulpit as well as the full duties and responsibilities of the senior ministry at
Follen, each of them working part-time.

“Time stands still best in moments that look
suspiciously like ordinary life.”
-Brian Andreas“My daughter nestles close beside me as we
rock back and forth, back and forth, on an
old porch swing. The wooden boards
beneath our feet creak with our gentle
movement. Here we have enough room for
life. We have a rhythm to our day. We have
exactly enough time for what is truly
important. I wonder: Does the fact that we
happen to be sitting on a swing that is part
of a museum display say something about
the pace of life today?”
-Denise Roy-

Throughout the interview and hiring process the
whole team was deeply impressed with both
Cricket and Tricia. They are thoughtful spiritual
leaders who bring energy, experience, creativity,
and great enthusiasm to the challenges and promise of interim ministry. In turn, they are both excited about coming to Follen, having heard lots of
good things about us! Both have interim minister
backgrounds and a strong commitment to the success of a co-ministry model.

As we all approach the long warm days of
summer my wish for you all is that you are
able to find opportunities for ordinary
moments. I hope that you are able to sit on
a porch swing with someone that you love,
wherever that porch may be.

Tricia Brennan comes to us from interim ministry
in East Greenwich, RI. Prior to that she had numerous ministerial stints, including Kings Chapel,
Sharon, and Arlington. Much of her work prior to
ministry focused on program development and
management on behalf of homeless families. A
graduate of Holy Cross and Andover Newton
Theological School, she lives in Jamaica Plain with
her husband Chuck Collins and their 15-year-old
daughter, Nora.

I wish you all a wonderful and peaceful
summer. I look forward to seeing you back
at church on Sunday, September 11th for our
Ingathering Worship Service.
Join the
members of the Religious Education Action
Team and me that morning for a Pancake
Breakfast at 9:30 am in the Community
Center.

Cricket Potter is a graduate of Stanford University
and San Francisco Theological Seminary. She is
completing a two-year interim ministry at Canton,
MA, after previous postings in Westford and
North Andover, MA. Cricket’s other experience
includes RE programs, work on domestic and sexual violence issues, and consulting in the areas of
program development and conflict resolution. She
lives in Acton with her partner Sheila Cuttell and
her “vivacious” ten-year-old daughter Haley.

Namaste, Debra Zagaeski
Director of Religious Education

Cricket and Tricia are planning a kickoff retreat
with Follen members before the new church year
in September. Until then, please join us in welcoming them enthusiastically to their time here!
Regards,
MINTAT
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of the other cast their spell over a story of professional bridesmaids desperate for a wedding
and “bucks and blades” wanting to explore the
world of village maidens; curses and bad baronets and their ghosts; an etiquette-obsessed
maid, a lovelorn madwoman and a rather vulgar
sailor boy - a story of mismatched pairs and mistaken identities which as always lampoons British
mores, and humanity in general! Mark your calendars for “Ruddygore”!!

Music
Notes
The Celebration of 50 Years of
G&S at Follen
On Saturday May 21, Follen Church celebrated
the 50th anniversary of its Gilbert and Sullivan
productions by the Youth and Junior Choirs. Almost 60 singers of past and present performances showed up and sang excerpts from “The
Mikado,” “The Yeomen of the Guard,” “The Gondoliers,” “Patience,” “The Pirates of Penzance,”
and “Ruddygore” with amazing skill and tremendous enthusiasm. A large audience gave standing ovations to Louise Curtis and Marilu Nowlin,
who created the tradition and were in attendance to receive their accolades and their bouquets! Our present director and the MC of the
evening, Thomas Stumpf, paid tribute to the
many others who have made these operettas
such an enormous success and such a marvelous
celebration of the entire Follen community. At
the end of the concert, everyone was danced
down into the Community Center for a festive
celebratory cake and much good food and drink.

SENIOR CHOIR NOTES
Rehearsals:
Tuesday May 31 at 7:30 p.m. (the last
Tuesday rehearsal of the church year)
Sunday June 5 at 9 a.m.
Sunday June 12 at 9 a.m.
Tuesday June 14 at 7:30 p.m. - the
traditional end-of-the-year choir party at the
Stumpfs’!!

Operetta Notes
Rehearsals:
Monday, May 30
everyone from 4 to 6:15
p.m.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday leads from 3 to
6 p.m.
Saturday, June 4
everyone from 1 to 4 p.m.

In addition to the joy and delight that the evening brought to performers and audience alike, it
netted $1200 for the Louise Curtis Fund, which
underwrites special expenses of Follen’s thriving
music program.

Operetta Week:
Monday June 6
everyone from 3 to 6 p.m.
(Leads should plan on staying behind for pizza
and more rehearsal!)

The Bad Baronets of
Ruddygore Come to
Follen Church!!

Dress Rehearsals:
Tuesday June 7
6:00 Youth Choir,
6:30 Junior Choir
Wednesday June 8 3:30 Youth Choir
4:00 Junior Choir
(Leads should plan on arriving 30 minutes ahead
of these times.)

Fifty years ago this month, Louise
Curtis - who was then the Director of Music at
Follen Church - and Marilu Nowlin - Director of
the Follen Players - began a tradition of Gilbert
and Sullivan operettas presented by the Youth
and Junior Choirs of Follen Church. That year it
was "H.M.S. Pinafore." 14 years ago our present
Director of Music, Thomas Stumpf, took over the
tradition with a production of "Patience." At 8:00
p.m. on the nights of Friday June 10th and Saturday June 11th, 2011, you are invited to the
Follen kids' latest presentation of the topsy-turvy
world of Gilbert and Sullivan! The bitingly witty
verses of the one and the utterly delightful music

Performances:
Friday June 10 at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday June 11 at 8:00 p.m.
Leads should arrive no later than 6:15 p.m.,
Youth Choir members by 6:45 p.m.,
Junior Choir members by 7:15 p.m.
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seed. The pink ribbons there now should allow the
seed to sprout undisturbed, and mark a milestone
in the renovation of the whole 'side-yard'; a major
part of the master landscape plan envisioned for
years by BGAT for the church's grounds. (But also,
it sets the stage for more planting, where several
trees were removed, and perhaps the 'Octagon
Patio' once envisioned for the area in front of the
remaining mound... in the future...)

Fixing up Follen's North 'Side-yard'
Between December of 2010 and Mother's Day Sunday in May, wonderful transformations have taken
place in the area between Follen's Community Center (CC) back door and Barnes Place -- our north
side-yard. For years, stormwater runoff from the
paved road has flowed over the steep bank behind
the church and into the CC windows, regularly
flooding the CC floor, and making a muddy mess
of that outside area. In late December, after several years of research, planning, and some false
starts, Buildings & Grounds Action Team (BGAT)
members oversaw the installation of new granite
curbing and drainage along Barnes Place, and the
excavation of a deep drywell. Mart Ojamaa coordinated the efforts of Dezine Specialties, excavators,
in this phase. The curbing and drainage helps to
direct runoff into the drywell, a deep hole in the
ground with fiberglass basins buried in gravel to
hold a substantial volume of water and a porous
base to allow infiltration of the water into the earth
below. Almost immediately covered in snow, this
system has now been in place through several
drenching rainstorms, and the CC floor has been
dry throughout. Hurrah!

Thanks go to all the members of the BGAT over
the years, those many community members who
have ordered engraved bricks to help defray the
cost of these improvements, and the various volunteers who have contributed their labor, time,
and tools to establish a graceful, sustainable, and
functional landscape to support and surround our
beautiful church.

It Takes a Village
The REAT (Religious Education Action
Team) is excited about the coming
year at Follen. We will be recruiting
and signing up volunteers to teach
in 2011-2012 during the next few
weeks in coffee hour.

With that excavation complete, the way was
cleared for new brick paths to be installed over the
gravel, replacing the wooden-boards-in-mud system which has been place for some years. On
B&G’s spring workday in April, Stephen Ervin coordinated a crew who installed these walkways, with
granite steps leading up to Barnes Place, and a
new brick walk connecting the CC back door with
the Marshman Center. The paths also include some
recently delivered engraved bricks, more of which
went into the earlier brick paths, out front. Base
preparation for these walks was performed by
Roger Sturgis, landscape contractor, who generously donated all the labor to prepare the walkways and installed the granite steps.

There is an urgent need for teachers to
volunteer in the fall. It is difficult, if
not impossible, to recruit during the
summer months, so please consider
this opportunity to serve the Follen RE
program now.
There are three teaching terms during
the church year, and each term is eight
weeks long with one week set aside as
a Connection Sunday. On Connection
Sundays all of the children and youth
will participate in special programming
with a social action theme.
Please
stop by the RE table to ask questions,
receive information and to sign up. If
you have never volunteered to teach in
one of our classroom programs consider signing up with an experienced
teacher. We are ready to help buddy
you up with one of our experienced
teachers; just speak with a member of
the REAT. We look forward to seeing
you on Sunday.

On Mother's Day, May 8, Karen Longeteig oversaw
the delivery of a truckload of hardy native shrubs
and flowering perennials, which, thanks to a small
team of volunteer planters, now grace the bank
between Barnes Place and the CC windows; their
cheerful blooms are already visible through the
windows at hospitality hour -- enjoy them!
On one rare dry break in May's long stream of
rainy days, the final step was completed: respreading some of the piled up topsoil over the
remaining exposed gravel, and sowing with grass
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Save the Date! The East
Village Fair is Coming
October 1!

About Follen Folks:
On June 5, Katherine Blake will be
ordained as an interfaith chaplain by
the Chaplaincy Institute of Maine
(ChIME), after completing 500 hours of
class/volunteer/internship time in the
two-year program. ChIME is an
interfaith wisdom school that offers an
intensive chaplaincy program for those
seeking to deepen their spiritual growth
or ordination as interfaith ministers.

Come one, come all! The 172nd
East Village Fair will take place
on Saturday, October 1 from
10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. To make
this historic and profitable fundraiser a success,
we'll need all hands on deck-- which means more
than 100 volunteers on the day of the fair, and
dozens more to prepare. Mark the date on your
calendar now; we're going to need you! Please
contact Meg Muckenhoupt, 2011 East Village Fair
(EVF) Chair, or Greg Shenstone, Past East Village
Fair Chair, for more information about volunteering.

The Whole Heart of Summer

Meg and Greg are also delighted to announce
that Chris Walters has agreed to serve as the
incoming East Village Fair Chair. Chris will work
with Meg and Greg to put together this year's
East Village Fair, and serve as the 2012 Fair
Chair. Welcome Chris!

You know (right?) that we are worthy of
love
and
belonging - with
all
our imperfections. If you are like me, you
need to be reminded sometimes!
Through meditation and storytelling, writing
and making (a lot of!) art together we will:
• Connect with playfulness and creativity
and compassion;

Soup Supper for
June

•
The next monthly Thursday
Soup Supper will be held on June 16th, and will
be hosted at:

Practice gratitude, lovingkindness and
courage.

Please join us at Follen Community Church
for six soul-filled Tuesday evenings this
summer:
July 5, 12, 19, 26;
August 2, 9.

Maggie and Jim Herzig’s
51 Shade Street, Lexington
6:00—8:00 p.m.
Parking is permitted on the street

This course will fill quickly, so reserve your
place now. Email Jane Spickett for more
information.

If the weather is good, there is a big yard for
children (and others) to play in, and our hosts’
collection of specimen trees to admire.

There will be a small charge for materials.

The drill: No need to RSVP; just show up, with
children. Potluck items are welcome - dessert,
bread, etc. There will be mac & cheese for the
kids. Please call Maggie to coordinate, especially
for a soup. On the other hand, if it is lastminute and your larder is bare, just show up -you will be fed.

Knitting News
The Follen Stitches, our indefatigable needle artists, plan
to continue meeting throughout the summer, at 10:00 am
at Follen.

Note: The Soup Supper host roster is filled only
through June. Contact Karen Longeteig if you
want to host a get-together in July or August, or
to get us started in September.

Please feel free to drop by for creativity, coffee, and conversation!
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Interfaith Garden
Needs You
This Summer
Don't miss a chance to
learn some gardening skills
while you raise fresh produce for the Lexington Food Pantry, and meet members of Lexington's other faith communities at the Interfaith Garden. Follen has committed two
workers twice a month. Do you have a partner you'd enjoy working with? Contact
Janet Lane to sign up.
June 11: Saturday 8:30- 10:00am
First Parish

Boston Pride Parade,
Saturday, June 11
Please save the date and plan to join our Follen group. Please wear your Follen T-Shirt or
request one if you don’t have one. We’ll march
with other UUs as part of the Mass Bay District
group. The parade will start at noon. Updated
information
will
be
posted
at
www.bostonpride.org in the coming weeks.
For more information and for a T-shirt, contact
Maggie Herzig.

with

June 25: Saturday 8:30- 10:00am with
the Islamic Center of Wayland
July 12: Tuesday 4:30-6:00pm with Temple Emunah
July 30:
Saturday 8:30- 10:00am with
Pilgrim Congregational Church
August 13: Saturday 8:30- 10:00am with
First Parish Church

FOOD BASKETS

August 27: Saturday 8:30- 10:00am with
First Parish Church

The need continues throughout the summer! Follen
accepts non-perishable food and personal items for
the Lexington Food Pantry and hungry Follen folk.
Baskets for donations are available in the vestibule
and outside the minister’s office. Suggestions from
the Lexington Interfaith Food Pantry web site:
Baked Beans, Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Macaroni & Cheese, “Meals in a Can,” Pasta,
Peanut Butter, Rice, Soup, Spaghetti Sauce, Tuna
Fish. Thank you for caring and sharing.

For more information and a description of
work days at the garden go to http://
interfaithgarden.org/

VOLUNTEER SERVICE
NETWORK

Please remember to check the expiration dates of
your donations! Thank you!

The VSN was started more than 25 years ago
at Follen to help provide a supportive
network within the congregation, by
providing
assistance
for
unforeseen
circumstances.
If you need help during
June, call Chris Seashore
July, call Nina Dodd
August, call Ginny Simons
through the church office.
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FOLLEN CHURCH SOCIETY
755 Massachusetts Avenue
Lexington, MA 02420
Telephone: (781) 862-3805

May 29, 2011
FOLLEN NEWSLETTER
Email: admin@follen.org
Web site: www.follen.org

The Newsletter is published eight times a year and is
free for members and friends of the Church. Items
for publication must be submitted by the deadline,
and are subject to review. Please be aware that the
newsletter is available on our website, so plan your
submissions accordingly.

POSTMASTER: PLEASE RUSH!
DATED MATERIAL
ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

Follen Staff:

Rev. Lucinda S. Duncan 781-862-3805, ex. 202
Parish Minister 978-287-5014 (Home Study)
lucindaduncan@comcast.net
Debra Zagaeski 781-862-3805 ex. 204
Director of Religious Education dre@follen.org
Thomas Stumpf 781-862-3805 ex. 206
Director of Music TStumpfMoz@aol.com
Sarah Garner 781-862-3805 ex. 205
Church Administrator sarah.garner@follen.org
Janet Parsons 781-862-3805 ex. 201
Communications Administrator admin@follen.org
Harriet Peterson 781-316-0114
Membership Coordinator membership@follen.org

______________________

Wed. June 8 10:00 am Knitting (ASR)
3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
7:30 pm Membership Cte. (M)

Upcoming Follen Events:
Sun. May 29
Mon. May 30

CAPE COD WEEKEND

Thur. June 9 11:45 am Book Group (ASR)
3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
7:00 pm RE Action Team (L)

OFFICE CLOSED
4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Tues. May 31 3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
7:30 pm Senior Choir (S)
Wed. June 1 10:00 am Knitting (ASR)
3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
Thur. June 2

Fri. June 10

8:00 pm Operetta (S)

Sat. June 11

8:00 pm Operetta (S)

Sun. June 12

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm

Children w/ Spec. Needs (M)
Senior Choir (S)
Multigen. Worship Service (S)
FUUY (CC)

3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
7:15 pm Cov. Group Steering (M)
7:30 pm Immigration Series (CC)

Wed. June 15 10:00 am Knitting (ASR)

Fri. June 3

3:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Thur. June 16 6:00 pm Soup Supper (0ffsite)

Sat. June 4

1:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
6:00 pm Farewell for Lucinda (offsite)

Sun. June 5

8:30 am
9:00 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
6:30 pm

Children w/ Spec. Needs (M)
Senior Choir (S)
Family Worship (outdoors)
Adult Worship (S)
Reflections
Social Events (E/A)
FUUY (CC)

Mon. June 6

4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)

Tues. June 7

5:30 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S)
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