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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2012  
10:30 AM INGATHERING 

Come reconnect with others and enjoy the warmth of 
community at this multigenerational worship service 
led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and Cricket 
Potter.   
 

- Nursery care provided in the Dickens Room. - 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2012  
10:30 AM WORSHIP 

Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and Cricket 
Potter.  Families will begin together in worship so that 
we can welcome all ages and all people.  The children 
will then be excused to go to their religious education 
classes. 
 

 - Nursery care provided in the Dickens Room. - Important RE Events in 
September - Worship dates 

are in bold type: 
September 9th: Pancake Breakfast 9:30 am 
sponsored by the REAT Please join us for this 
fun and delicious event! 
In-gathering Multigenerational Worship – No 
Family Worship this morning. 
5:30 pm FUUY parents meeting – come and 
meet our new FUUY coordinator, Emma 
Puka-Beals 
6:30-8:30 pm – First FUUY Meeting of the 
year! 
September 15th:  Teacher Orientation 10 am-
12 noon.  
September 16th: First Sunday of RE Classes:  
Children grade 1 and above begin in Worship 
and then depart for class. No Family Worship 
this Sunday. 
September 21-23: FUUY Retreat at Cape Cod 
Sea Camps. 
September 23: Class 2 of Fall Term – No 
Family Worship. 
September 30: Multigenerational Worship – 
No Family Worship. 

Religious Education 
Pancake Breakfast 

September 9th @ 9:30 am 
 

Join us for pancakes in the Community Center 
before the Ingathering Service.  Meet your teachers 
and the other kids in your RE class this fall and eat 
some delicious pancakes!  If you have not already 
submitted your RE registration forms, please bring 
them to the registration table at this event.  

September is a busy 
month at Follen – keep 
your calendar handy as 
you read this newsletter. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2012 

10:30 AM WORSHIP 
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and Cricket 
Potter. 
 

 - Nursery care provided in the Dickens Room. - 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 

10:30 AM MULTIGEN WORSHIP 
Led by the Reverends Tricia Brennan and Cricket 
Potter. 
 

 - Nursery care provided in the Dickens Room. - 
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Are you committed to a strong future 
for Follen? 
 

Do you want to know what 
Stewardship “ReThink” is all about? 

 
    Does talking about MONEY 

make you nervous? 
 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, 
please join us for a Re-Think Retreat on 
September 22 with Dan Hotchkiss, UU consultant 
on leadership and mission 
 

Lay leaders, members and friends are invited to attend a 
Follen retreat on Saturday morning, Sept. 22 from 9 til 
noon in the Waldorf School Auditorium.  Dan Hotchkiss, 
an engaging and inspiring consultant who advised recent 
discussions about our approach to Stewardship, will join 
us. 
 

Last Spring, incoming Stewardship Chair Maggie Pax 
invited a group of Follenites to put our heads together to 
“re-think” how we approach our commitments to Follen.  
We read books, studied fund drive data, and met five 
times, including once with Dan Hotchkiss.   
 

The results of our meetings may startle you and awaken 
in you a new perspective on Follen.   
 

Intrigued?  Want to know more about what makes Follen 
work behind the scenes? 
 

Join us for an eye (and heart)-opening session with Dan 
Hotchkiss, September 22nd. 
 

If you have a formal role, large or small, in Follen’s 
lay leadership it’s key for you to participate in this 
retreat.  
 

If you have no such role, attending won’t obligate you to 
take one.  We’d like your input and this is a great 
opportunity to engage in the church’s democratic 
governance process – as in the lifeblood of the church 
community! 
 

Please look in future Friday updates for sign-up 
instructions, so that we can plan for materials and 
refreshments.  Questions?  Contact Maggie Pax or Nancy 
Sofen. 

In the Interim 
 

Dear ones: 
 

How long it seems since our last 
Sunday together in June! I very much 
look forward to seeing your faces and 
worshipping together on September 9th. 
Three months is a long time for a 

community to go without being together. Much can 
happen in our lives in that time - and even if there are no 
big changes or events there are the small ordinary joys, 
sorrows, challenges and insights that comprise our lives.  
 

I do want to share with you a significant change in my life, 
which is that my husband and I are separating. As with the 
endings of most long marriages, this is sad and painful. 
Fortunately I have been well-supported through this time, 
and that has made all the difference. Here at Follen I am 
grateful to those who have known of this separation - 
Cricket, the staff and the Transition Team and 
Coordinating Team - for their quiet support and kindness.  
 

It has been a good summer for me, and I return to our 
shared ministry eager to engage in our second year 
together.  
 

My appreciation for the ongoing endings, beginning and in-
between times in our lives has deepened this past year, as 
I have been steeped in transition, both personally and 
professionally. I come back to the power of William 
Bridges’ words, which Cricket and I shared with you a 
year ago.        
“The good news is that this process of transition can be a step 
toward our own more authentic presence in the world.  By 
embracing the way of transition, we can come to know 
ourselves better and therefore express more fully who we 
really are and how we are called to be in the world.” 
 

This choice to embrace the way of transition is ours to 
make, or not. To not do so is to risk living unexamined 
lives, and thus miss the opportunity to grow into our 
truest selves. Yet to do so - to embrace the transitions in 
our lives - those welcome and unwelcome, those 
personal to us or shared with others - does take courage 
and a trust that the selves we will become will be 
grounded in reality and maybe even a touch wiser and 
more loving. We will only know by stepping forward.  
 

Let us opt to embrace - our lives, our transitions, our 
losses, our triumphs and each other.  
 

Cricket and I look forward to seeing you and sharing in all 
of the joys and sorrows together as community. 
 

See you soon, 
 

Rev. Tricia 
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The Follen Library 
Please stop by the Library.  This summer Anne Engelhart 
and I did some work there, cleaning, sorting and re-
organizing.  Many thanks to Anne for her assistance!  The 
library is a resource for all of the Follen community, 
come and use it! There are some wonderful resources 
available. 
 

The library works on an honor system.  There is a sign - 
out sheet to borrow books.  Please return books in a 
timely manner. Return books to their proper place (refer 
to the color coded sheet in the library and the 
corresponding colored dots on the books). Happy 
Reading!    - Debra 

I hope that everyone had the opportunity to experience a 
moment of beauty during this summer.  For me the 
summer is a time of otherness - the pace of my day 
changes, my awareness shifts and I experience the space 
to just be. I try hard to hold what I can from this treasure 
of summer as I move into the coming church year… 
bringing in my heart the glowing sparks of summer.  
 
When I first started my service as the DRE at Follen I was 
disappointed that the Ingathering Worship did not include 
a Water Communion.  Then I thought about what I had 
actually experienced of this ritual; more often than not it 
felt like more a travelogue than worship.  What I truly 
appreciate in the joy of Ingathering is the celebration of 
returning to community. I think that we miss one another 
over the months of the summer and I am grateful to 
Marilu Nowlin, who offers contemplative worship 
services throughout the summer.  
 
I am looking forward to the special energy that we all 
bring on that first Sunday of worship in September when 
we each return with our own glowing sparks from the 
summer the sparks that then light our way into the new 
church year. May it be so! 
 
Namaste, Debra 
 
 
Co-operative Religious Education Programs-
What does this mean? 
This is a question that the REAT (Religious Education 
Action Team) and I frequently discuss. To me the 
volunteer stewardship of lifespan programming is an 
extension of covenant, the promise that is offered to one 
another.  It calls for everyone to find the place(s) where 
they may best share their time and talent. Volunteering is 
an opportunity to deepen connections and to stretch 
spiritually.  As a community of faith I believe that we 
honor our shared values when we are working with and 
for one another.   
 
Teaching is a spiritual practice. This is not just buzz.  
Most of us learn through shared experience, by creating 
meaningful connections and moments of transformational 
learning. I ask everyone in the Follen community to 
consider the following: What in your life brings you joy, 
and can you share your joy, your passion with others?  

 
 
 
This does not mean that you need to sign up to teach an 
entire course or term. It may be that the best way for you 
to share is a one-morning workshop. The choice is yours.  
Please speak with Debra or a member of the REAT if you 
are interested in offering a shared learning opportunity to 
the Follen community this year.     
 

 
 
 

The Glowing 

Sparks of 

Summer 

News from Parish Board 
Parish Board would like to let everyone know that 
Carolyn Crowell has asked to be relieved of her third 
year on Parish Board because of family obligations.  Our 
thoughts are with Carolyn as she cares for her family 
members.  Meg Muckenhoupt has graciously agreed to 
replace Carolyn as Rep-at-Large for 2012-2013.  We are 
grateful to Meg for stepping into this important role and 
we look forward to the year ahead. 
 

The first Parish Board meeting of the church year will be 
Sept. 17th at 7:30 in the Marshman Center.  The 
Ministerial Search Committee will be updating the Board 
on current and prospective activities. Parish Board 
meetings are listed on the online Follen calendar  and are 
open to all.  For more information about the 
meeting, Melissa Howe, Chair of Parish Board, can be 
reached by contacting the church office at 781-862-3805, 
ext. 201. 

Please Join us for a 
Teacher Orientation Workshop 
for all Religious Education Teachers to be held 

Saturday, September 15th 10 am – 12 noon  
in the Follen Community Center 

 
• Childcare provided with RSVP to Debra • 
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Staff Transitions 
We are delighted to announce that Catherine Collins is 
the new Membership Coordinator for Follen. 
 

Catherine brings to the position the perspective of a 
relatively recent newcomer and a strong appreciation for 
the important role the entire congregation plays in 
welcoming and fully engaging all who enter our sanctuary. 
A few years ago Catherine attended the “In and Around 
Follen” program, was warmly welcomed by Harriet 
Peterson and other members of the Follen community, 
and began a process of increasing engagement in the life 
of this congregation. Service on the Worship and Music 
Action Team, participation in a covenant group, 
mentoring for the Coming of Age program, and study in 
adult education programs were among the activities she 
came to embrace. 
 

A registered nurse and master’s level nurse practitioner, 
Catherine also brings to the position a wealth of 
professional experience in health care and education. For 
example, for some 20 years she served as the director of 
health promotion and wellness at Wellesley College, 
developing programs, conducting surveys, and 
collaborating with a wide range of participants in the 
college community. 
 

Our thanks go out to Sandy Stone, Marlene Stone, and 
Cricket Potter, who put in many hours this summer in 
considering and interviewing both internal and external 
candidates for the position. We are delighted with the 
results of our search. 
 

Please welcome Catherine to her new role as a valued 
member of the Follen staff.  
 

John Lawlor 
Membership Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
During the summer, Bob Foss decided to retire from his 
position as Follen’s Sexton.  Bob has been on the job 
here at Follen since 1999, long enough to have set up the 
crèche on 13 Christmas Eves, closed the divider in the 
Emerson/Alcott Room about 200 times, set up for more 
than 500 Sunday worship services, and vacuum the CC 
entry mat more than 1000 times . . . along with the 
myriad weekly, monthly and yearly tasks in between.  
Bob’s friends and colleagues on the staff and in the B&G 
team recently presented him a retirement gift with a 
message of love and gratitude for his work and our best 
wishes for his good health and happiness going forward.  
Bob sent a card with a return message for the Follen 
community.  

While we will certainly miss Bob, we are pleased to 
welcome our new Sexton, Jimmy McFeeley, who is 
now getting the buildings ready for the new year.  Jimmy 
looks forward to meeting many Follen folks in person 
before long.  For now he greets you via the newsletter: 
 
Hello Follen Church members. My name is Jimmy 
McFeeley and I'm excited to have been chosen for the 
position of Sexton at your church. I have 
professional  experience with  the Cleaning Industry, 
Photography, Journalism, Web and Graphics, and 
Marketing, and have been a business owner in charge 
of all kinds of maintenance projects. I will use whatever 
skills I have to help Follen Church to thrive. I am 46 
years old, technology savvy, and can be reached through 
the church office (781) 86203805, ext. 205.  
 

My real job here is to enhance the experience for the 
members of this church.  I am fortunate to be able to 
work closely with a great Buildings and Grounds Action 
Team. Together as a team, we will bring some great 
improvements.  Also, your Church Administrator, Sarah 
Garner, has been extremely helpful and we will be a 
great on-site team. 
 

I would love to meet as many people of the 
congregation as possible.  I work for you, and I want 
your feedback and ideas. The thing that makes a great 
church is when we all join together as a team. Your 
input is important, and I encourage you to communicate 
your ideas.  
 

Have a great week! 
 

Kind regards, 
JIMMY 
 
Please say hello and introduce yourself to Jimmy 
when you see him at Follen! 
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The Searchers 
Greetings!  The Ministerial Search Committee hopes you 
have had a restful and joyous summer.  While we may 
not be resting much, we are certainly joyful to be 
engaged in the search for a new minister and to be 
completing the work of presenting Follen to candidates 
in the best and most complete light we can. 
 

By now, you’ve probably seen the survey, either on-line 
or in a hard copy. We’re pleased to report that many of 
you have already returned your surveys. If you haven’t 
yet completed your survey, there’s still time, but the 
survey link will only be open until September 4. If you 
need a paper copy, please contact Sarah Garner, Church 
Administrator. We are beginning to tabulate and assess 
survey results and we are looking forward to providing 
insights drawn from your collective and individual input, 
as we develop the packet that we’ll share with 
candidates in November.  The search committee will 
continue to meet weekly to discuss the many issues 
involved in presenting the Follen community to 
candidates and defining what we are looking for in our 
next minister. 
 

You will be seeing and hearing from us frequently in 
early fall, starting at ingathering on September 9 and 
continuing with small-group meetings at various times in 
September and October.  You will be able to sign up to 
attend one of these meetings at Coffee Hour.  Those 
meetings will give you the opportunity to let us know 
your thoughts on a new minister, the search process and 
any other search related matters you care about.  The 
small group meetings will be held on Sundays before and 
after church and on two weeknights.  We hope you can 
find the time to contribute to one. 
 

During September and into October, we will also focus 
on finalizing materials for the packet and the 
congregational record in anticipation of “going live” on 
November 1.   “Going live” means that we make our 
materials confidentially available to candidates through a 
secure web server run by the UUA. From this point, we 
may appear to be quiet as we begin to see candidate 
information and exchange more detailed information 
with interested and suitable candidates.  Rest assured 
that we will be busy during November and into the 
holidays as we review candidates and hold preliminary 
interviews.   
 

Lastly, we thought it might interest you to hear some of 
the numbers we have gathered from the UUA regarding 
this year’s search process across the UU congregations.  
Around the country, about 40 congregations of varying 
sizes are in search this year.  We believe Follen is very 
attractive in terms of size, location and particularly in the 

commitment of our congregation to the strength of our 
church.  We expect that many of the 125 to 150 
ministers whom we are told will be in search this year 
will be interested in Follen and we are confident that we 
will find a truly great new minister for our congregation.   
 

As always, we hope that you will feel free to approach 
any of us with questions or comments about the search 
process.   
 

Follen Ministerial Search Committee 
Don Snodgrass, Chair 
Alex Bromley, John Dacey, Betsy Leutz, 
Colleen McDonald, Mark Metzger, Lynne Stinson 

About Follen Folks 

Ellen Quaadgras, our student minister from 2008 - 
2010, has been called as the new minister of 
Westminster Unitarian Universalist Church in East 
Greenwich, RI. Her ordination/installation will be held 
on Sunday, November 4, at 3 p.m. She welcomes all 
who would like to celebrate this joyous occasion with 
her. 
 

Ginny Simons has just returned home from a 
rehabilitation facility after having knee replacement 
surgery in mid-August.  The procedure went well and 
Ginny is getting better day by day. Elizabeth Durant, 
Ginny’s daughter, reports that Ginny would love to 
hear from her Follen friends as she continues to 
recover.  (Check the Directory for Ginny’s contact info 
or call Sarah Garner in the office.) 

 

June Hall, a Follen member since 1969, died on July 
20, 2012, after a long battle with Alzheimer’s.  A service 
to celebrate June’s life will be held in the Follen 
sanctuary on Saturday, September 15, 2012 at 1:00 pm.   
 

A reminder that Rev. Louise Curtis and her family 
welcome everyone to the memorial service for Bob 
Curtis on Sunday, September 30 at 3:00 pm.  
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East Village Fair 
Saturday, September 29 

All Hands on Deck 
The East Village Fair is one of Follen's most important 
fundraisers, a way we open our church to the 
community, an historic tradition, and 
a lot of fun – but to keep the Fair 
running smoothly, we need every 
Follen member and friend to pitch in. 
That means YOU. 
 

We need the most people to take 1-2 
hour shifts during the Fair from 10am-
3pm and: flea market cashiers, grill workers, staff for 
the children's games and prizes. Just as important, we 

need strong backs and energetic arms 
from 3-5pm at the end of the day, when 
the whole Fair needs to be cleaned up 
before Sunday morning. 
 

To sign up, find us at coffee hour after 
Sunday services starting September 9, or 

e-mail Chris Walters. 
 
Let's make this year’s East Village Fair 
the best fair yet! 
 

Thank you from your Fair Chairs!! 
 

Chris Walters, Chair 
 

Michael Hawkins, Chair in Training 
 

Meg Muckenhoupt, Past Chair 
 

November in NOLA!! 
There is an upcoming opportunity for adults 
to go on a service trip to NOLA.  For the 
last 5 years we have joined forces with a 
group from the UU Area Church at First 
Parish in Sherborn MA.  We have always 
done great work together.  Dates for the 
trip are November 3-10.  If you are 
interested or have any questions please 
c o n t a c t  A n n  S c h a u f f l e r 
as soon as possible, preferably before 
October 1st. 

Staff Reorganization  
One example of Follen’s circumscribed ministerial 
authority cited in last spring’s “Role of the Minister” 
meetings was that our minister was not “head of 
staff.”  This led the Transition Team to look into our 
staff reporting structure - not to give our minister a 
title or authority simply for its own sake, but to 
ascertain what structure would best serve our staff 
and the church.  We were willing to disregard the 
current usual UU congregational practice of the 
minister leading the staff if there was a compelling 
reason to do so, but recognized that most 
ministerial candidates would expect to occupy that 
role. 
 

We met with some staff members individually, and 
with many as a group, to hear their views of their 
jobs and working relationships.  With staff support, 
the Transition Team sponsored a motion, passed by 
Program Council at its June meeting, to reorganize 
Follen’s staff reporting structure and place the 
minister as “leader of the staff team.”  The term 
seems appropriate for our highly skilled and collegial 
staff.   In practical terms the Church Administrator, 
Membership Coordinator, Director of Religious 
Education and Music Director now report to the 
minister, where previously only the DRE and Music 
Director did.  Other reporting relationships are not 
affected. The Transition Team and Human 
Resources Committee welcome feedback from our 
staff members as they adjust to these changes. 
 

As Dan Hotchkiss describes in Governance and 
Ministry, this arrangement “[sets the] staff up as a 
single team and hold[s] it responsible for sustaining 
its own working relationships … [and] gives the staff 
the space it needs to operate effectively.”  Also, by 
removing lay leaders from the role of supervising 
staff, we have given our employees supervisors who 
are in the building when their work is being done.   
 

We would like to thank our amazing staff not just 
for their insights and openness during this process, 
but for their ongoing high levels of expertise and 
dedication to Follen and to one another.  We are 
blessed to have each and all of them working with us 
and for us! 
 

The Transition Team:  Anne Engelhart, Stephen Ervin, 
Gordon Hardy, Tammy Mulligan, Nancy Sofen 
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A Report of the UUA 
General Assembly:  
Justice GA, June 20-24, 2012  
By Dennis Brown 
 
In the intense heat of a June evening in Phoenix on 
Durango Street opposite Sherriff Arpaio’s Tent City, 
2400 UU’s held a powerful Public Witness for 
justice.  It was one of our official social justice actions 
for immigrant justice held during this year’s UUA 
annual meeting known as General Assembly.  Sherriff 
Arpaio holds undocumented immigrants here in 
indefinite detention in canvas tents under the 
excruciating heat.  Temperatures can reach above 120 
DegF.  We stood on the “Side of Love” demanding that 
Sherriff Arpaio take down these tents, that the State of 
Arizona not implement SB1070 and that the US 
Government stop its inhumane policies and treatment 
of undocumented immigrants.  
 
Every year UU Congregations elect delegates to 
represent them at our Unitarian Universalist 
Association annual meeting known as General 
Assembly or GA for short and I was proud to be there 
as your delegate.  But this year was different; very 
different.  We called it “Justice GA.”  SB1070 was 
passed by Arizona in 2010 and at the 2010 GA in 
Minneapolis; the delegates seriously debated moving 
the 2012 GA from Phoenix in protest.  But we have a 
well deserved reputation of doing important social 
justice work at all our GA’s.  Our Arizona UU 
congregations and several social justice organizations 
such as Puente Arizona urged us to come and partner 
with them to protest SB1070.  And so we did.  
 
Just prior to our public witness in front of “Tent City”, 
a contingent of clergy including President Peter 
Morales, Rev Susan Fredrick Gray of the UU Church of 
Phoenix, and Rev. Leslie Takahashi Morris of Walnut 
Creek whose parents were held in similar detention in 
AZ during WWII toured the jail at the invitation of 
Sheriff Arpaio.  Here is a report of that visit from the 
UU World Daily Blog: 
 

http://blogs.uuworld.org/ga/2012/06/24/religious-
delegation-visits-tent-city/ 

 

Here is a link to photos taken of that visit by our UUA 
photographer: 
 

h t t p : / / w w w . f l i c k r . c o m / p h o t o s / u u w o r l d /
sets/72157630267363012/ 
 
And here is a link to a short video which I think really 
captures the event: 
 

http://vimeo.com/44620050#  
 
Some of the Other Actions 

Maria Hinojosa who hosts the NPR program 
“Latino USA” gave an inspiring Ware Lecture 
just prior to our “Tent City” public witness.   
Here is a link to a video of her lecture.  Please, 
please watch it: 
h t t p : / / w w w . u u a . o r g / i m m i g r a t i o n / r e /
ga/208868.shtml 

We voted overwhelmingly to repudiate the 
“Doctrine of Discovery.”  This was official 
doctrine of the Catholic Church from the 15th 
century authorizing European explorers who 
“Discovered” other lands to claim them for 
their country and to subdue and enslave the 
indigenous people.  I had never heard of it 
before.  But our Arizona Partners urged us to 
learn about it and repudiate it as it has 
influenced immigration policy even to this day 
and to help bring justice to indigenous people 
of our country many of whom are in Arizona. 

500 delegate volunteers after completing 4 hours of 
training spent a day helping local green card 
holders complete the very complicated 
application form to become US citizens.   

 
This was my 8th GA.  And it was a powerful, powerful 
experience.  I hope to share more over the coming 
church year. 

Looking ahead 
to next year : 

 



8 

 

Senior Choir Notes 
September Rehearsals : 
Sunday September 9th at 9:00 a.m.  (Since we have no 
Tuesday rehearsal  before this service, let's start 
punctually!!  In fact – let's start every rehearsal 
punctually this year!!) 
Tuesday September 11th at 7:30 p.m.  
Sunday September 16th at 9:00 a.m.  
Tuesday September 18th at 7:30 p.m.  
Sunday September 23rd at 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday September 25th at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday September 30th – no rehearsal, 
since we will not be singing at that service! 
 

Please don't forget: September is a month of Open 
Rehearsals. If you know anyone who is interested in 
joining the Senior Choir and would like to find out what 
it's like - please invite them to come to any or all of the 
rehearsals listed  above!  
 

See you on the 9th for Brahms and Bruckner!! -  
love, Thomas 

 
 
Youth & Junior 
Choir Notes 

Rehearsals:  
Youth Choir (led by Thomas Stumpf) every Monday 
5:00-6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
Junior Choir (led by Holly Stumpf) every Monday 5:15-
6:00 p.m. in the Anne Smith Room 
We will follow the Lexington Public Schools calendar 
throughout the year, so there will be no rehearsals when 
school is out (this applies to snow days as well as 
holidays)! – Of course there is an immediate exception: 
there WILL be a rehearsal on Monday, September 17th 
(we have so few rehearsals before the first service at 
which we sing!) - but we understand that those of you 
who observe the Jewish holiday may not wish to, or be 
able to, attend. 
The first rehearsal is on Monday September 10th, and 
the first service at which we will sing is on Sunday, 
September 30th at 10:30 a.m. . .   
As always we are looking forward greatly to making 
music with you this year!  See you all on the 10th - 
love, Holly and Thomas 

Senior Choir Open 
Rehearsal Month 
It has become a tradition at Follen to make September a 
month of Open Rehearsals for the Senior Choir. If you 
would like to try us out – if you love music and love 
singing (whether or not you think you are any good at 
it!!) – if you want to join a lively and funny and committed 
group of individuals – come to any of our September 
rehearsals. We meet in the Sanctuary on Tuesdays 7:30-
9:00 p.m. and on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and would love to 
see you there! 

Sign-Up for Youth & 

Junior Choirs 
The Junior Choir is open without audition to all 
2nd through 5th graders; the Youth Choir is open 
without audition to all 6th through 12th graders. If 
you haven't signed up your child/ren yet – or if you 
know of any Follenite who might be interested! – e-
ma i l  Thomas  or  Ho l l y  S tump f  a t 
TStumpfMoz@aol.com as soon as possible.  These 
choirs are a great way for the children to become 
more socially involved in the Follen community – 
and they are a great musical experience! 

 

 
A Recital Invitation 
from Shaylor Lindsay  
Hello, Follen Friends - 
Just wanted to let you know about a concert I'm 
playing on Friday September 7th at the First 
Parish Church, 7 Harrington Rd. in Lexington 
Center.  It's at noon , free, and will last about an 
hour.  I'll be opening with a deeply expressive 
sonata by Haydn (Hoboken XVI:20 in C minor).  
Then I'll be joined by two wonderful colleagues, 
Ken Stalberg on violin and Steve Laven on cello, 
for the passionate trio in B major by Brahms.  
This trio is one of the most glorious pieces of the 
whole chamber music repertoire, and I'm thrilled 
to be able to perform it with these two inspired 
musicians.  I do hope I'll see you there! 

All the best, 
Shaylor 
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Volunteer Service Network 
 

The VSN was started more than 25 years ago to 
help provide a supportive network within the 
congregation, by providing help for unforeseen 
circumstances. If you need help during 
September, call Chris Seashore or Arlene 
Langseth through the church office. 

Support Group for Parents of 
Children with Special Needs 
 
The Support Group for Parents of Children with 
Special Needs will meet from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in 
the Marshman Center starting Sunday, September 9th 
(Ingatherine Sunday).  We meet every Sunday except 
for holidays and long holiday weekends.  As always, all 
are welcome to attend at any time.  There is no 
commitment; we function on a drop-in basis.  Come as 
you feel the need.  For more information, email 
Margaret Micholet or Dottie Vacca. Baby sitting is 
available without cost with advance notification. 

 

Calling All Keys 
If you have a Follen key that you no 
longer need, please return it to me to 
be passed along to a new action team or 
committee leader.  Let’s reuse / recycle 
instead of making new keys year after 
year. Thank you!      - Sarah Garner 

Wednesday Morning 
Knitting Group 
Follen's morning knitting group 
continues to meet every 
Wednesday morning, 10 am to 
12 noon, in the Anne Smith 
Room. All are welcome, regardless of ability level, for 
knitting, crocheting, or any other handcraft. We knit 
for ourselves, our families/friends, and for a variety of 
charities from Boston to Kazakhstan. Please feel free 
to drop in any time, or to contact Laura Maltby for 
more information. 

Items for Kazakhstan 

Work in progress – lookin’ good! – thanks for a summer 
of hard work, B&G Team!! 

Fall 2012 - New Bathrooms! 
and B&G Seeks Members . . . 

 
In Spring 2012 the Buildings & Grounds team turned its 
attention on the less-than-ideal bathrooms in the 
Community Center. Design efforts by Alice Dunn and 
Mart Ojamaa, coupled with construction oversight by 
David Anderson led to an intense weekend of 
demolition by volunteers in June ... 
 

And two all-new bathrooms, just in time for fall!  
 

All new floor and wall tiles, floor drains, electrical 
work, ventilation fans, insulation, plaster, countertops, 
sinks, plumbing fixtures, partitions, radiators, lighting, 
fire alarms, doors, windows, hardware, painting and 
more have been installed, by a coordinated 
combination of Follen volunteers and professional 
contractors. Drop in sometime and take a look. 
 

Also, note that the first B&G meeting of the fall is 
scheduled for Weds, Sept 19th, 7:30 p.m. in the 
Marshman Center. New members, regardless of 
background, experience, or predilection, are always 
welcome. Just show up, or call Stephen Ervin to discuss. 
 

Stephen Ervin 
For B&G Action Team 
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FOLLEN CHURCH SOCIETY                        
755 Massachusetts Avenue              
Lexington, MA 02420 
Telephone: 781-862-3805         
 
 

Follen Staff [partial list]: 
 

Rev. Tricia Brennan, Interim Co-Minister  
 781-862-3805 ext. 202  
 617-645-9681 cell 
 tricia.brennan@follen.org 
Rev. Cricket Potter, Interim Co-Minister  
 781-862-3805 ext. 208  
 508-277-7757 cell 
 cricket.potter@follen.org 
Debra Zagaeski, Director of Religious Education  
 781-862-3805 ext. 204  
 dre@follen.org  
Thomas Stumpf, Director of Music    
 781-862-3805 ext. 206  
 tstumpfmoz@aol.com 
Sarah Garner, Church Administrator    
 781-862-3805 ext. 205  
 sarah.garner@follen.org 
Janet Parsons, Communications Administrator   
 781-862-3805 ext. 201  
 admin@follen.org 
Jimmy McFeeley, Sexton   
 978-987-7592 
 jimmythesexton@gmail.com  
Catherine Collins, Membership Coordinator 
 Phone number TBA  
 membership@follen.org 
 
 

September 2, 2012 
FOLLEN NEWSLETTER 
Email: admin@follen.org 
Web site: www.follen.org 
Next newsletter deadline: Sept. 30, 2012 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 
 

INGATHERING: Sept. 9, 2012, 10:30 am 

 6:30 pm Social Events Comm. (ASR) 
 7:30 pm Program Council (M)  
 

Tues. Sept. 11 7:15 pm Search Committee (M) 
 7:30 pm Senior Choir (S)    

Wed. Sept. 12   10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 

Thurs. Sept. 13  12:15 pm Book Group (ASR) 
 

Sat. Sept. 15 10:00 am R.E. Teacher Orientation (CC) 
 1:00 pm June Hall Memorial (S) 
 

Sun. Sept. 16 8:30 am Parent Support Group (M) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir (S) 
 9:00 am EVF Leaders (L) 
 10:30 am Worship (S) 
 10:45 am RE Classes (time approx) 
 12:00 pm Lay Ministry (TBD) 
 12:00 pm Reflections (ASR) 
 12:00 pm  MSC Small Groups (TBD)  
 5:00 pm  MSYG Grade 6 Gathering (M) 
 6:30 pm  FUUY (CC)   

Mon. Sept. 17 5:00 pm Youth Choir (S)  
 5:15 pm Junior Choir (ASR)  
 7:30 pm FHRAT Meeting (ASR) 
 7:30 pm Parish Board (M)   

See www.follen.org for revisions and additional dates. 
 

 

Upcoming Follen Events: 
 
 

Sun. Sept. 2   9:00 am Summer Silent Sitting (S) 
 2:00 pm YAC Meeting (L) 
 

Mon. Sept. 3      Labor Day—Church Office Closed 
 

Tues. Sept. 4   7:15 pm Search Committee (M) 
 7:30 pm Prog Council Orientation (ASR) 
   

Wed. Sept. 5   10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 7:00 pm Worship & Music AT (E/A) 
 7:30 pm Coordinating Team (ASR) 
 

Thurs. Sept. 6   7:15 pm Cov Group Steering (M) 
 7:30 pm R.E. Action Team (ASR)     

Sat. Sept. 8   8:30 am Social Justice AT Retreat (ASR) 
 

Sun. Sept. 9 8:30 am Parent Support Group (M) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir (S) 
 9:00 am EVF Meeting (L) 
 9:30 am Pancake Breakfast (CC) 
 10:30 am Multigenerational Worship (S) 
 6:00 pm FUUY Parents (ASR or CC) 
  6:30 pm  FUUY (CC) 
 

Mon. Sept. 10 5:00 pm Youth Choir (S)  
 5:15 pm Junior Choir (ASR)  


