
Rev. Claire Feingold Thoryn 

October 15, 2017 

Black Lives Matter Banner Installation Service 

 

 

Recessional Hymn from Sanctuary: “Building Bridges” 1023 

 

Gathering Words: 

 

In worship this morning I read part of the Anti-Racism Resolution that Follen voted for with a 

94% majority. Most of that resolution was a promise on our part to engage in ongoing education 

and activism. And one part of that resolution was to install a sign in a prominent place that held 

the words, “Black Lives Matter.” As part of the extensive work by the Follen Responds to 

Racism team, we framed this statement as coming out of who and what we are: people of faith, 

Unitarian Universalists.  

 

Today, thanks to the work of many people in our community, we live up to this promise.  

Please unveil the banner! 

 

(Banner is uncovered) 

 

On the back of the banner, you can see the signatures of many Follen members who wanted to 

express their support. If you want to sign and haven’t had a chance, we have some pens for you 

to use later.  

 

Last year, as we discussed this banner, one member of Follen, Bernie Harleston, spoke out in 

support. Bernie was the first black man to break many barriers in the academic worlds, and he 

and his wife Marie have seen racism up close their whole lives.  

They wanted to be here today, but had health and family complications so they can’t be here. I 

spoke to Marie this morning who says they are both so excited and her heart is with us.  

I am going share an excerpt from a speech Bernie gave last year. 

 

The BLM movement…represents the pursuit of civic equality for and human 

respect of Black Americans. This lack of respect and equality for Black Americans is 

reflected in job discrimination, unequal pay, access to housing, mortgage rates, school 

segregation, and the criminal system. The current and historical evidence of these areas 

of inequality is incontrovertible, consistent, and ongoing… 

 … “Black Lives Matter” is a unifying theme and organizing strategy to focus on 

the inequality and disrespect directed towards Black Americans and to strategize for 

change. I fully support this mission. 

 I see the banner as a symbol of the concerns of the movement. Identifying with it 

says that you agree with and support the commitment to eradicate the inequalities and 

disrespect. …And in doing so we reaffirm our commitment to nonviolent protest in 

pursuit of these goals.  

 

Thank you to Bernie.  



 

Please join me in a prayer inspired by the words of Rev. Mark Morrison-Reed. 

 

Spirit of Life, 

The time when we could close our eyes to the struggles of our human siblings is past. 

We see the pain in our human family and it makes us feel angry, denying, resentful, desolate. 

Too many lives lost 

And Spirit, change seems to come too slow to stop the suffering, and yet, for many, also too fast 

for comfort. 

Spirit, help us be uncomfortable, in the service of stopping suffering.  

Help us when we fall short, 

And help us when we fall short again. 

Help us to pause and breathe and pray and ask  

“What does love demand of me?” 

Help us to kneel 

And help us to stand up and try again. 

Help us to be brave. 

Spirit we know that our work must be inspired 

Not by impatience or fear or anger 

But rather by dreams and hope and companionship 

The chance to pour out one’s life for this faith and for its principles and for the people, 

People who we value, 

People who we love. 

People whose lives matter. 

May we be a part of this work until truly each life is valued, each life matters. 

May the words of this banner be written on our hearts, 

And in our daily choices and actions. 

Amen.  

 

Our choir will lead us in a closing song, called “Where you go, I will go beloved.” Whenever 

you feel able, please join in.  

 

Closing Song: “Where You Go”  
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