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SUNDAY,  MAY 11, 2014 
10:30 AM WORSHIP 

Led by the Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn.  

 Religious Education classes will meet.  

Nursery care provided.  
 

SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2014 
10:30 AM WORSHIP 

Led by the Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn.  

Religious Education classes will meet. 

Nursery care provided. 
 

SUNDAY,  MAY 25, 2014 
10:30 AM WORSHIP 

Led by the Reverend Laura Randall. 

 Religious Education classes will NOT meet.  

No nursery care provided.   

 

 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 1, 2014 
10:30 AM  WORSHIP 

Led by the Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn.  

Grades Pre-K, K/1 and 2/3 Religious Education classes 

will meet. Children and youth in grades 4 and above 

attend the worship service with their families. 

Nursery care provided.  
 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 8, 2014 
10:30 AM  WORSHIP 

Led by the Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn.  

Religious Education special program.   

Nursery care provided.  
 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 15, 2014 
10:30 AM  MULTIGENERATIONAL WORSHIP 

SERVICE 
Led by the Reverend Claire Feingold Thoryn.  

Religious Education classes will NOT meet.   

Nursery care provided.  

May  Worship Theme:  Teachers 

 
Who has been your teacher? The first teachers that come to mind are probably the ones you met in 

school. I’d love to hear your stories of great teachers and what they’ve taught you. And—there are also 

many other teachers in our lives. Mentors and friends who taught us life lessons; children who have taught 

us as much as we have taught them. There are countless places and things and experiences that taught us 

something about ourselves, or the world, we couldn’t have learned otherwise. People who we meet for 

only an instant—in line at the store, or stopped at a red light—can pass on powerful lessons, if we are 

open to receiving them. Who has been your teacher? 

The Follen Church Society 
Annual Meeting 

Thursday, May 15, 2014 
7:30 pm 

Community Center   

THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION FOR CAPE 
COD WEEKEND IS SUNDAY MAY 18th, since Cape Cod 
Weekend is from Saturday May 24th - Monday, May 26th. 
We encourage everyone to fill out the registration forms and 
submit payment to Sarah Garner. We have lots of fun 
planned for everyone, including sand castles, talent show, 
game night, beach, pool, a Sunday worship service, a yoga 
class, and the very important bike ride from Provincetown to 
Brewster for FUUY youth. Please contact Marlene Stone at 
maranstone@aol.com or cell phone 781-354-8685 or Jenny 
Marshall at jennysm@verizon.net or call at 781-862-1221 
for any questions. Linger Longer is completely booked 
except for 2 rooms at the Hawk’s Nest. We will be hosting a 
social events table for sign-ups on May 11th and May 18th. 

  

mailto:maranstone@aol.com
mailto:jennysm@verizon.net
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Minister’s Column  
Every year in June, thousands of 
Unitarian Universalists from all over the 
globe gather in one place to worship, 
make connections, socialize, and decide 
the future of our faith movement. It is 
called General Assembly or GA for 
short, and this year it is in Providence, 
Rhode Island, June 25-29. This is the 

first time in ten years that GA has been within driving 
distance of the Boston area, and it will probably be another ten 
years before it happens again. I’ll be there for the whole time, 
and this year Thomas Stumpf is going for the whole time too 
(his first GA!). I know, I know, you’ve been hearing about this 
all year from various members of the congregation, including 
our dynamic Social Justice Action Team. But here is my pitch, 
in the hopes that you might go for one day, the weekend, or 
even the whole five days. 
 

General Assembly is a great opportunity to learn about what 
Unitarian Universalism looks like in different congregations 
and communities. Workshops provide personal and spiritual 
growth as well as fascinating ideas to bring back into our own 
congregation. The governance meetings (which anyone can 
attend, not just delegates) will direct our parent organization, 
the Unitarian Universalist Association, on how to respond to 
all kinds of important religious and justice issues, such as 
divestment from fossil fuels. But I’ll admit that my favorite 
part of GA often arises from the random UUs I happen to 
meet just wandering the halls of the Convention Center: 
people who I never would have met otherwise, doing great 
stuff in the world and their home congregations, who inspire 
me and make me proud to be a UU.  
 

I hope that any Follen members going will let me know so we 
can all get dinner together one of the nights, probably during 
the weekend. If you need scholarship assistance to attend 
please just let me know. To learn more, check out 
www.uua.org/ga. 
 

I hope to see you there! 
Rev. Claire 
 

Membership News 
 

“I believe in the spirit of sharing and I believe we are what we are 
because of those around us. 
I am what I am because of other people and they are what they are 
because of me being around. 
One hand cannot clap on its own, but it needs the other hand to 
make a clap.” 
A Maasai saying 
 

And so, too, it is with a community.  In this last newsletter of 
the year, I’d like to thank all of you for creating such a 
strong membership at Follen.  Our lay leaders, action team 
members, hosts, coffee elves, Volunteer Service Network, 
general volunteers for our many projects and the 
congregation at large who make us who we are. We have had 
22 people sign the membership book since April 30, 2013 
adding to the strength of our community. 
 

May we all continue to connect and to prosper. 
 

Be well, 
Catherine 

INTERESTED IN JOINING A COVENANT GROUP??? 

Covenant group enrollment for new members and 
reenrollment for present members begins after church 
services on  May 11, May 18 and June 1. There will be a 
table with signs where a present covenant group member 
with be available to talk with all who are interested in 
learning about the covenant group program at Follen and 
sign up all those who wish to join a group. Groups consist of 
a leader or two who hold meetings in their homes. The 
group meets once a month to share readings and get to 
know other members of the group on a deeper, spiritual 
level. The group discussion is guided by readings as well as 
questions about the readings which are written by the 
writers group.  
 

We will be offering a third day time group as well as a new 
group on a week day evening. This is a wonderful way for 
new members of the church to feel a deeper connection to 
Follen as well as to the group members and leaders. 
Covenant group members will also be circulating with forms 
during coffee hour to talk with interested people about this 
program on the above dates. Ask about Sacred Listening! A 
very important component of our covenant groups. 
 

You may access a Covenant Group registration form at 

http://follen.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/

Covenant-Group-Registration-Form.pdf.   

PARTNER CHURCH COMMITTEE 
 

I am delighted to conclude my 2 years as chair of our 
committee with both a baby announcement and a SKYPE 
conversation with our Partner Church in Transylvania.  
Robert Balint and his wife, Reka, welcomed a third child to 
their family.  Their son, Bence, was born on April 1.  And on 
Sunday, May 4, several of us from Follen and 
Alsofelsoszentmihaly participated in our first committee Skype 
conversation.  We exchanged greetings, shared greetings for 
those not able to participate and discussed the details of the 
visit in September. 
 

Our committee has much to celebrate from our last two years.  
We have demonstrated a deep and abiding commitment to our 
Partner Church and the precious relationships that we have 
been privileged to experience from our involvement.  Despite 
the rough waters that any change brings, we have found that 
we can hold divergent opinions and still remain devoted to our 
Mission.  We are richer as a committee because of the many 
visitors who have accepted our invitation to Partner- Bedford, 
Belmont, Winchester, and the Executive Director of the 
UUPCC.  
  

Yet, nothing truly compares to the remarkable support, 
wisdom and guidance that members of this community have 
given us.  Some of you led by example, never really knowing 
how important your leadership influenced us; others have been 
called into service and responded without hesitation; others, to 
quote Rev. Gary Smith, just lit the way. Thank you for your 
ongoing support of our soup sales which will finance the visit 
this September.  Your continued support will be invaluable to 
Sarah Richards and our committee as she steps into leadership 
Thank you one and all on behalf of our committee and myself.  
 

Kay Lamer  

http://www.uua.org/ga
http://follen.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Covenant-Group-Registration-Form.pdf
http://follen.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Covenant-Group-Registration-Form.pdf
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Religious Education in May & June 
May 11 – Mother’s Day March – families are encouraged to 
join in. Buses from Follen are available. RE Classes Meet – 
Nursery Care Provided 
May 18 – RE Classes Meet – Nursery Care Provided 
May 25 – NO RE Classes – No Nursery Care Provided 
June 1 – Coming of Age Worship – children and youth in 
grades 4 and above attend the worship service with their fam-
ilies.  Grades Pre-K, K/1 and 2/3 have RE class – Nursery 
Care Provided 
June 8 – Special Program for all RE classes – Nursery Care 
provided 
June 15 – Multigenerational Worship– NO RE classes – 
Nursery Care provided 

Tasha Bonfanti Balsom is retiring from 

the Follen Nursery  Our wonderful Nursery 

Coordinator, Tasha will be retiring from her position at the 
end of this Church year.  Tasha has been the kind and 
nurturing face that has greeted our youngest Follen visitors 
and members for many years.  We would like to honor her 
years of service and love.  Please join us in creating a 
memory book to give to Tasha at the worship service on 
June 15th.  
 

There will be blank pages available to take to write a note, a 
funny story, or any recollection of Tasha. (These will be 
outside of Debra’s office.) You may also use your own paper.  
If you have pictures to share that would be wonderful as 
well. Please leave your completed pages, pictures in the box 
outside of Debra’s office by Sunday, June 1st.   
 

We also hope that many in the Follen Community would 
like to donate to a gift to acknowledge her years of loving 
and dedicated service.   If you would like to make a 
contribution to a gift for Tasha please drop a check or cash 
in an envelope off with Debra. Please make checks out to 
Debra Zagaeski.  Please be certain to indicate that the gift is 
for Tasha gift fund.   

APRIL IN NEW ORLEANS 
Timing is everything.  We always seem to arrive in NOLA 
the week before Jazz Fest begins, and depart on its first 
weekend. This year we were fortunate to be able to get to a 
free concert in Louis Armstrong Park where Kermit Ruffins 
and friends put on a terrific show. It was a glimpse into the 
renowned music and spirit of the city.  
 

However, the purpose of our trip and the reason 33 
Follenites, including 22 youth, traveled to NOLA, was to do 
service work. That was our focus for the week--on 3 sites. 
The work included exterior painting, interior demolition, 
and interior painting and bathtub installation. It was in the 
low 80s all week and we welcomed every breeze. By the end 
of the week we had accomplished what we could in the time 
given, which by any measure, helped each family get closer 
to their goal. There is always a moment of recognition of 
how much more there is to do at a site--but, luckily, there is 
also a visual reference to how much got done. The Freret 
Community Center featured our work in their newsletter:  
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?
u=dc40c6241a039dbf956919788&id=2359b390ae&e=b3a2aa83
a7 
 

One of the highlights of the week was a visit to the Lower 9, 
to visit one of the sites we worked on last year. Burnell and 
Keasha Drayton-Cotlon bought an abandoned building on a 
corner (located a few blocks from the often-cited Martin 
Luther King Jr. School) in order to turn it into an important 
part of the neighborhood. In the front, there is a thriving 
barbershop, with 4 barbers and 1 beautician. Before this shop 
opened, it was a long bus ride to the nearest barber. Just 2 
weeks before we arrived the sweet shop opened. Keasha said 
that opening day was fantastic and that neighbors came to 
celebrate the first shop in their area-some with tears in their 
eyes. The shop sells the expected sno-balls, drinks, snacks, 
and also "real" food, including an amazing Sweet Potato 
Pie. There is also a local farmer who sells/distributes fresh 
greens and produce from his local gardens. Burnell was 
effusive in crediting our presence there last spring as the 
sign the city was looking for to believe that his proposal was 
legitimate, and that "after your work the permits began to 
flow." They are aiming to open the grocery in a few 
months. Wiring is in place and he has a freezer and exterior 
doors--and this is how it happens--step by step. It was so 
good to see the progress. We all bought sno-balls, along 
with several other customers who stopped by. Seeing that 
the wall you worked on is now painted, that the counter 
really IS a counter, is a great feeling. Keeping connections 
with the people we've worked with before is an important 
part of our service experience and this was one of those truly 
feel-good moments.   
 

Thanks again to the Follen community for supporting this 
social justice work. 
 

Ann Schauffler 
 
 
 

THE FOLLEN CHURCH ANNUAL 
COMING OF AGE SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP — SUNDAY, JUNE 1ST 
The Coming of Age program is offered to Follen youth in the 
tenth grade.  Throughout the year the youth and their 
mentors work together in guided conversation and exercises 
that help them to pause and consider their personal life 
journey and values.  With the trust and support of the entire 
Coming of Age class each participant is encouraged to 
consider what they believe and value; a personal theology.  
The youth craft a personal statement of their beliefs and 
values or Credo.  The Credos are shared during the Coming of 
Age service. Each youth is paired with an adult mentor from 
Follen, they serve to support and encourage one another 
throughout the year and often beyond.  The Coming of Age 
class Mentees and Mentors this year are: Will Blumenthal – 
Herman Marshall, Dennis Bromley-Thomas Stumpf, Michele 
Hellinger – Janet Lane, Isaiah Johnson –Gordon Hardy, 
Rachel Lloyd- Karen Gray Carruthers, Will Marshall – Simon 
Horsburgh, Gabrielle Paquette – Sally Cassells, Ariana 
Tanner- Tammy Mulligan, Cody Troutman-Andy Dixon.   

http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=dc40c6241a039dbf956919788&id=2359b390ae&e=b3a2aa83a7
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=dc40c6241a039dbf956919788&id=2359b390ae&e=b3a2aa83a7
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=dc40c6241a039dbf956919788&id=2359b390ae&e=b3a2aa83a7
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We are on Our Way – Many Thanks 
for a Wonderful Send Off 

 

After being part of Follen for 33 years, we packed a few 
things into our RAV4 and with many, many memories in our 
hearts, we left for California to be with our children and 
grandchildren.  Yes so many memories.  Memories of our 
daughter as an angel and our son as a king in a Candle Light 
Service, of making sandcastles at Cape Cod Weekends, 
carving pumpkins at Halloween parties, making Christmas 
decorations at Advent activities, and worshiping in our 
beautiful sanctuary; and of standing shoulder to shoulder 
with many of you preparing meals at Sunday’s Bread, 
passing out bags of food at Rice Sticks and Tea, of being part 
of work teams in New Orleans, attending vigils for the right 
to marry the one you love, vigils at the Suffolk House of 
Correction highlighting the inhumane treatment of 
undocumented immigrants, and bringing love into the space 
when others tried to bring hate to Lexington.   
 

And three weeks ago you gave us a wonderful, wonderful 
going away party.  Sooooo many of you were there.  Soooo 
many wonderful memories were shared and even a song or 
two.  We were presented with a beautiful book filled with 
your best wishes.  Even the honor of being Charles and 
Eliza.   
 

And when Lisa announced a new fund named after us to offer 
scholarships to train our youth in Social Justice, what an 
extraordinary honor.  And what a wonderful idea.  What a 
wonderful way of bringing to life our UU Principles, Charles 
and Eliza Follen’s legacy and so many others who have 
worked for social justice at Follen.   
 

From the bottom of our hearts THANK YOU so much for 
this wonderful party and all the best wishes we have received 
over these past few weeks.  THANK YOU for being our 
friends over these many years.  We may no longer be 
members of Follen, but we will always think of Follen as our 
home church.   
 

Au Revoir 
 

Sally and Dennis Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL HAIL CESAR!!! 

 
Yes, I am Cesar.  I am named after the Paraguayan jaguar at 
the Harvard Museum of Natural History and I am the 
mascot for Hat-a-Rama. What is Hat-a Rama you ask? Good 
question, and I will answer it.  
 
As many of you know Laura Maltby and her son Richard will 
be traveling to Paraguay in late June 2014. They will be 
helping prepare and serve a hot lunch for 80—100 
children—preschoolers through young teens—who come 
from families with very few resources. June is the beginning 
of the Paraguayan winter, when temperatures drop into the 
40’s. These children live in houses with no heat and little to 
no insulation. Warm hats are needed in sizes for toddlers to 
teens. The goal is to provide a warm hat for each child.  
 
To kick off this venture, Follen’s Knitting group, Follen 
Stitches, has created “Hat-a Thon.” They are welcoming 
other knitters and crocheters of all ages and abilities to begin 
knitting hats for the children in Paraguay.   
 
But, you ask, what about those of us, the severely craft 
challenged, can we participate? Good question!  We see this 
as a unique opportunity to expand this social justice activity 
beyond knitters and create a Follen community event. 
Therefore, we hope that you will participate in Follen’s first 
“Hat-a-Rama.” Because of the timing (end of winter) and 
through the use of creative couponing, we have been able to 
obtain hats that originally sell for $15-20 each for 
approximately $3.00 each. We currently have 72 hats for 
donation. We have been able to incorporate this social justice 
project into the religious education curriculum. Children will 
be selling the hats for donation at a coffee hour on June 1st. 
We believe this is the type of program that will bond our 
community while putting social justice in action. We hope 
that you will participate. 
 
Okay, you want to know about me? The jaguar is native to 
Paraguay. It is a muscular and compact species, weighing 
anywhere between 79 and 350 pounds. This makes the 
jaguar the third largest cat in the world (behind the lion and 
the tiger), and the largest cat in the western hemisphere. The 
jaguar prefers to live in dense rainforests, but can survive an 
any number of different habitats, although it usually will stay 
in those that include bodies of water (the jaguar is actually a 
very gifted swimmer).  This is why we chose the jaguar (plus 
the Kiva Goat wanted a friend).    

Boston Gay Pride Parade 2014 
Saturday, June 14th from 10:30am - 3:00pm 

 

The theme for the 44th Annual Boston Gay Pride Parade 
is "Be Yourself: Change The World." 
 

Follen joins with other regional UU congregations for 
this event. You can purchase a Follen T-shirt from the 
social justice table at coffee hour. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The parade will start at 11:00 AM - 
one hour earlier than usual - due to the Government 
Center MBTA construction. More info at http://
www.bostonpride.org/ and please let us know you're 
coming! (jasowl@earthlink.net) 

http://www.bostonpride.org/
mailto:jasowl@earthlink.net
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Massachusetts UU Group Joins Forces with 
350ma.org To Encourage UU Divestment 

And Climate Action  
By Rosalie Anders First Parish Cambridge, Darcy Dumont, UU 
Society of Amherst, Jean Foster, Follen Community Church, UU 

We are a group of Unitarian Universalists who have either 
successfully divested our own UU congregations from fossil 
fuels or are actively working on doing so, and have joined 
forces with 350MA to provide support and advocacy 
opportunities to UU congregations, Green Sanctuary or 
Social Justice Committees, and individuals who choose to 
pursue climate action. 350MA is a volunteer led statewide 
advocacy group whose mission is to address the urgency of 
climate change through political advocacy and non-violent 
direct action. What you and your congregation can do: 

Send your delegates to the Providence, RI UUA General 
Assembly in June ready to vote “yes” to the business 
resolution to divest the UUA Common Endowment Fund 
from fossil fuels! 

Divest your own congregation’s endowment from fossil 
fuels. 

Act Globally: Support Massachusetts bill S1225 to divest the 
state pension fund from fossil fuels. If you are a stakeholder 
such as a public school teacher, state employee, or state 
retiree sign the stakeholders petition asking for state 
divestment at http://divestourpensionsnow.org, or if you 
are not a stakeholder, sign this petition. 

Join 350ma.org to learn about other campaigns and efforts 
you can join. 

For more information contact Jean Foster at  
jean@jeanfoster.org. 

Save the Date: Sunday, May 18th from 1:00-4:00 pm 
SJAT will hold an Advocacy Workshop where you can 
learn how to influence State House decisions that can 
prevent and reduce family homelessness and shape 
other issues you care about. Miriam Stein, author of 
Make Your Voice Matter With Lawmakers: No Experience 
Necessary, will facilitate this interactive FREE workshop 
in the Marshman Center. Light lunch served beginning 
at 12:30 pm. Sign up at SJAT table after church on 
Sunday.  Questions?  Contact Catherine Rielly 
cathrielly@gmail.com or Jane Spickett 
jasowl@earthlink.net. 

The Follen Calendar 2014-15 
Planning Underway 

To help get plans smoothly in shape for 2014-15 and avoid 
possible conflicts among the many activities taking place 
at Follen, we will begin to fill in September 2014- June 
2015 events and meetings. If you are responsible for 
scheduling events or meetings, please write them on the 
calendar pages posted in the Community Center anytime 
between now and mid-June. I will then transfer everything 
to the master calendar, viewable at www.follen.org. Please 
contact me with questions: sarah.garner@follen.org, 781-
862-3805 ext 205. Thanks for your participation! 

Social Justice Action Team's expression of gratitude to Dennis and Sally Brown, who are moving to California, for 
their years of leading social justice work at the Follen Church. 

To Dennis and Sally Brown, who faithfully carried forward the historic commitment of Charles and Eliza Follen to the 
creation a more just world, described by Charles Follen at the groundbreaking for the sanctuary on July 4, 1839, when he 
prayed: "That this church never be desecrated by intolerance, or bigotry, or party spirit; that more especially its doors might 
never be closed against any one, who would plead in it the cause of oppressed humanity; that within its walls all unjust and 
cruel distinctions might cease, and there all men might meet as brethren."                                                                                       

  

 

 

 

 

 
Images created by Jim Fesler 
and presented to the Browns, 

April 13, 2014 

http://www.350ma.org
http://divestourpensionsnow.org
mailto:jean@jeanfoster.org
http://www.follen.org/
mailto:sarah.garner@follen.org
tel:781-862-3805
tel:781-862-3805
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- Sally Brown and Kathy Spang for the Partner Church 

YOUTH SOCIAL JUSTICE SUMMER PROGRAMS – APPLY NOW! 
 

The UU College of Social Justice (UUCSJ) has a number of exciting summer social justice training programs for 
youth.  Follen youth who apply for a UUCSJ summer program may be eligible for scholarship assistance from the 
newly formed Sally & Dennis Brown Fund for Youth Social Justice Training.  The Brown Fund Steering Committee 
will consider scholarship applications from Follen youth ages 25 years or younger for these UUCSJ programs: 
 

Activate! A Pre-General Assembly Event, Wed. June 25 in Providence, Rhode Island, for youth who attended high 
school during the 2013-214 school year, http://uucsj.org/youth/activate 
 

Youth Justice Training – Boston, July 19-August 1, for youth who attended high school during the 2013-2014 
school year, APPLICATIONS DUE to UUCSJ by SUNDAY, MAY 11, http://uucsj.org/youth/youth-justice-
training/ 
 

Mississippi Civil Rights Journey – Memphis, July 5-12, for youth in grades 8-12 during the 2013-2014 and adults 
of all ages, APPLICATIONS DUE to UUCSJ by MONDAY, MAY 19, http://uucsj.org/youth/civil-rights-
journey/ 
 

Global Justice Summer Internships – Boston, UU Urban Ministry: Bethany House or Roxbury Youth 
Programs, June–August 2014 for 6 to 12 weeks up to 25 hours/week, for youth at least 18 years old and at least one 
year past graduating high school as of summer 2014, http://uucsj.org/internships/ 

 

Interested Follen youth are encouraged to carefully read program and application information at the links provided 
above.  Youth who apply for one of these programs and are accepted by the UUCSJ will be eligible to submit an 
application for financial support from the Brown Fund.   In addition, the Brown Fund Steering Committee also may 
consider scholarship applications for other social justice training programs that are consistent with the principles of 
Unitarian Universalism.     
 

Brown Fund scholarship applications are due no later than FRIDAY, MAY 23 and will be evaluated based on (1) 
age of applicant (must be 25 years or younger), (2) extent of involvement with Follen, (3) agreement to share the 
training experience with the congregation, (4) financial need, (5) availability of funding from UUCSJ, (6) availability 
of Brown Funds and other Brown Fund scholarship applications, (7) an in-person interview.  For more information 
about the Brown Fund scholarship please contact the members of the Brown Fund Steering Committee:  Lisa 
Snellings lisa@snellingslaw.com, Ann Schauffler aschauffler@rcn.com, Nancy Alloway nalloway@gmail.com, or 
Debra Zagaeski dre@follen.org.              
 

The Brown Fund is supported by annual donations from members and friends of Follen.  As of late April, generous 
Follenites have donated over $2,800 to support the Fund.   If you would like to donate to the Fund, send a check to 
“Follen Community Church” with “Brown Fund” in the memo line to Sarah Garner in the Church office. 

LIFT UP LEXINGTON 

Lexington Interfaith Clergy Association has organized 
a group called Lift Up Lexington which is offering help 
and hope to homeless families living at our local hotel. 
We currently have about 16 families. We help to 
connect the families with food, supplies and monthly 
community meals.  We are also starting to organize 
family social outings to places outside the hotel. 
 

The Family Social Outings Group is a small group 
with a very important task. Getting the families out of 
the hotel to places where children can run and play and 
be less restricted than in a hotel room. The first outing 
was held on May 3rd to Drumlin Farm in 
Lincoln.  Nine families including thirteen children 
participated. It was a huge success. These outings 
require selecting and organizing a trip (it can be very 
local),  preparation of lunches, and volunteers to attend 
the outing. There is something for everyone!  If you 
would like to help plan an outing or take on the 
organization of one or help prepare a lunch please 
contact Team Leader Nancy Alloway: 
nalloway@gmail.com. 

 

Gala Fundraiser - June 21st  
for  

Fund for Children with Special 
Needs  

Fabulous Music, Food and Fun 
  
Anyone willing to donate an item for the 
silent auction please contact Sharon 
Cerny, 781-862-0063, smcerny@aol.com.   
  

Save the evening: 
Suggested donation $50 

 
More to follow!  

http://uucsj.org/youth/activate
http://uucsj.org/youth/youth-justice-training/
http://uucsj.org/youth/youth-justice-training/
http://uucsj.org/youth/civil-rights-journey/
http://uucsj.org/youth/civil-rights-journey/
http://uucsj.org/internships/
mailto:lisa@snellingslaw.com
mailto:aschauffler@rcn.com
mailto:nalloway@gmail.com
mailto:dre@follen.org
mailto:nalloway@gmail.com
mailto:smcerny@aol.com
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Senior Choir Notes 
 

Sunday May 11th at 9 a.m. 
 
Tuesday May 13th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday May 18th at 9 a.m. 
 
Tuesday May 20th at 7:30 a.m. 
 
Sunday May 25th – no rehearsal, Memorial Day 
 
Tuesday May 27th at 7:30 p.m. (last Tuesday rehearsal 
of the church year!) 
 
Sunday June 1st - no rehearsal, as we are not singing at 
that service 
 
Tuesday June 3rd: choir party at the Stumpfs' house! 
 
Sunday June 8th at 9 a.m. 
 
Sunday June 15th at 9 a.m. 
 
Please be punctual  - and even though there are only a 
few services left before the end of the church year, 
please try to attend all rehearsals!!  

OPERETTA REHEARSALS 
 
Monday choir rehearsals [4 - 6:15 p.m.] as of 
May 5:     
            

 Yeomen  from 4 p.m. to 5:40 p.m. and 
Townspeople from 4:40 to 6:15 p.m.  

 

 There will be a rehearsal on Memorial Day, 
May 26!!  

 

 Saturday Rehearsals : 
 
 May 10, May 31 and June 7 from 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m.  
 May 17 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 Please note that there will be NO rehearsal on 
May 24! 

 
Leads will receive their weekly schedules from 
Thomas; generally rehearsals will be from 3 to 6 
p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
(Fridays will be added as needed).  

EVER BEEN TO STAR ISLAND?  Many of us here 
at Follen go year after year.  It is a Unitarian 
Universalist Retreat Center off the coast of New 
Hampshire.  Will Ronco (brother of Amy Smith and 
former youth group member) and his wife Stephanie 
are the chairs for this summer’s Life on a Star Family 
Conference taking place from August 9 to August 
16.  Author Dan Arielly will be the theme speaker and 
David Schwartz (also a former Follen youth group 
member) and his wife Teresa Schwartz, co-ministers 
at the First Unitarian Church of Chicago, will be the 
ministers for the week.  Check out the website 
at starisland.org to learn about Star Island generally 
and the conferences taking place this summer. 

THE YEOMEN  
ARE COMING, 
THE YEOMEN 
ARE COMING!! 
 
For over 50 years, the Youth 
and Junior Choirs of our church 
have been performing Gilbert 
and Sullivan operettas every 
June. The tradition - a 
celebration not just of the kids' music program but of 
the entire community - continues this year with "The 
Yeomen of the Guard - or, The Merryman and his 
Maid."  This opera is unusual in that Gilbert and 
Sullivan actually would have liked to write a serious 
grand opera, and the work represents their 
compromise: the usual topsy-turvy world of mistaken 
identities, of arrogant heroes and "feather-brained 
lasses," of matches and mismatches, is charged with 
moments of true pathos and an ending that is unhappy 
for at least three of the characters, one of whom 
actually dies of a broken heart...  
 
The operetta is directed by our Music Director, 
Thomas Stumpf. The Production Manager is Holly 
Stumpf, the pianist is Eric Mazonson, the sets are 
designed by Stephen Ervin and built by a crew led by 
Simon Horsburgh, the lighting is by Hill Snellings and 
Gordon Hardy, and the costumes are designed and 
made by an incredible group of parents (and one alum: 
Nancy McCarthy!). And many other parents are 
involved in the elaborate behind-the-scenes work that 
make the production possible. 
 
Mark your calendars: the performances are on 
Friday night June 13th and Saturday night June 
14th at 8 p.m. The individual casts for each night will 
be announced soon! So will the details on ticket sales... 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS7y8VxOAH8Ao.WjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12p5tsl6m/EXP=1314742898/**http%3a/dracutlibrary.wordpress.com/2010/10/30/fiction-on-a-high-note/
http://starisland.org/
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Security, Please! 
From time to time we find doors and 
windows unlocked — and sometimes open — 
and lights on when the building is supposed 
to be empty.  Such lapses waste resources, 
put Follen property at risk, and cause anxiety 
to the next person who comes along.  Please, 
please be diligent about locking up after 
hours.  Close and lock all doors, interior and 
exterior.  Close and lock all windows.  Turn 
off all lights (except the outside security 
lights, so marked).  We need you to take 
those few extra minutes to help protect 
Follen.  Thank you! 

Caring for Our Elderly 

Parents 
 

Are you caring for, or concerned about, 
issues related to one or more elderly 

parents? Have you felt alone at times with the decisions 
and crises that crop up? Have you wished there were 
others who understood what you are going through? 
Follen has a support group for those who are dealing with 
the situations of elderly parents or other close elderly 
relations. We meet on a monthly basis, and participation is 
open to Follen members and friends. The next meeting 
will be held on Sunday, June 1st from 7:00-8:30 pm in 
the Marshman Center. To RSVP, or for more 
information, please contact Amy Newmark or Laurel 
Carpenter. 
 

This support group will also meet during the summer but 
dates have not yet been decided.  Please contact either of 
the co-chairs if you are interested in summer attendance. 

Volunteer Service Network 

The VSN has over 50 Follenites willing to 
help with a meal, a ride, a visit, or assistance 
with errands.  If you or someone you know 
could use a little support, please email 
vsn@follen.org, or call one of the VSN 
Coordinators, Amy Horsburgh at 781-648-
2366 or Caroline Jacobs at 781-430-6119. 

 

BOOKS for CHELSEA 
Chelsea, where I work as a pediatrician, is one of the 
poorest cities in Massachusetts and many residents are 
immigrants/refugees. (1/3 of the population are not 
citizens - the highest in the state).  Many of the children 
have little or no access to books they can call their own. I 
collect children's books that our patients can chose from to 
take home.  Reading has been shown to improve school 
performance.  If you can donate some children's books, 
especially books for younger children and early readers, 
please place them in the basket in the vestibule of the 
community center or you can call me. 
 
Thank you!  
 
-  Sarah Richards 

About Follen Folks  

Our deepest sympathy to Kay Apgar at the 

sudden passing of Ed Apgar on March 31 while 

recovering from pneumonia. Kay and Ed became 

Follen members in the early 1970s and Ed served 

as Moderator in 1976. After living in Lexington for 

more than 40 years, they moved to Newbury 

Court in Concord in 2011.  

SACRED CIRCLE DANCE 
The last Sacred Circle Dance class of the church year will be 

held on Thursday, May 22nd from 7:00—8:30 pm in the 

Anne Smith Room. Please arrive early if you can, to help set 

up the room. Wear soft shoes or none.. Facilitated by 

eliSabeth Taylor (781) 643-1586, 
IMPRESARIA7PRODUCTIONS@gmail.com  

Looking for a house/pet sitter?? 
 
Follen couple, currently living in Washington 
DC, would like to house/ pet sit in the Lexington 
area during the month of July.  Please contact 
Joyce Pulcini,  pulcinjo@email.gwu.edu   Dates 
are flexible.  

mailto:vsn@follen.org
mailto:IMPRESARIA7PRODUCTIONS@gmail.com
mailto:pulcinjo@email.gwu.edu
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Parents of Children with 
Special Needs Support Group 
The support group for Parents of Children with 
Special Needs meets from 8:30-10:00 am in the 
Marshman Center, every Sunday except holiday 
weekends.  This is an open, drop-in group.  
Everyone is invited, and there is no need to 
notify anyone in advance.  Free child care  
provided, without need for prior notification.  
For more information, contact Margaret 
Micholet, Dottie Vacca or David Hobbie. 
  

The Evening Book Group will meet on Wednesday, 
May 28th from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the Emerson/
Alcott Room. Open to all. This month we will be 
discussing The Orphan Train, by Christina Baker 
Kline. 
 

If you would also like to be on our mailing list and to 
participate in the book selections, please contact Steph 
Chiha (stephchiha@gmail.com or 978-369-7569). 
 

Hope you can join us! 
 

FREE CHILDCARE AVAILABLE 

SUNDAY MORNINGS, 8:30 - 10 am  

(except holiday weekends) 

MARSHMAN CENTER second floor 

FOR ALL FOLLEN FOLKS 

FOR ANY PURPOSE 

NO PRIOR NOTICE NEEDED 

 
Interfaith Garden 

Blessing, 
Sunday May 18 

 
 

You are inviting to an interfaith clergy 
blessing of the interfaith garden on Sunday, 
May 18 at 2:00, to celebrate the work, the 
interfaith community and the miracle of 
growth. 
  

In addition to the clergy offering blessings, 
there will be  refreshments, and a table where 
you can design plant label sticks with your 
own blessings  to use in the garden to identify 
what is planted. The garden is located behind 
First Parish UU Church across from the 
Lexington Green. 
 

Interfaith volunteers from 14 houses of 
worship work in the garden every Tuesday at 
4:30 and every Saturday at 8:30. Contact Janet 
Lane at j.f.lane@rcn.com if you'd like to work 
a shift for Follen. 

BOSTON METROWEST CHAPTER OF 
CITIZENS' CLIMATE LOBBY 

Monthly Meeting Saturday, June 7th 11:45 AM to 2:30 PM 
at the Belmont Library Assembly Room   336 Concord Ave, 
Belmont.  
 

Contact  Zaurie.Zimmerman@gmail.com for more 
information or visit www.citizensclimatelobby.org 
 

Join us to learn how to create the political will for a 
stable climate and how to lobby our leaders in Congress to 
enact a revenue-neutral carbon tax.  Our NE Regional 
Coordinator will be leading a letter-writing workshop with 
us at this meeting.  All are welcome! 

CONCERTS TO BENEFIT CRADLES TO 
CRAYONS May 10 and 11 in the Follen Sanctuary. 
Two really fun benefit concerts are coming up on May 
10 and 11, co-sponsored  by the Follen Social Justice 
Action Team and Congregation Beth El of Sudbury: 
"From Baroque to Tango: Bach's influence on the 
master of the Nuevo Tango," includes music written (or 
inspired) by Bach, tangos by Astor Piazzolla and the A-
minor trio by Brahms.  
 

Both concerts will benefit Cradles to Crayons, a 
wonderful organization that provides clothes, books, 
toys and supplies to needy children.  The concerts are 
Saturday May 10th at 7:30 pm and Sunday May 11th at 
3 pm, in the Sanctuary.  Suggested donation is $15 for 
adults and $8 for children, although any amount will be 
gratefully accepted.   
 

More information about the benefit organization, the 
program and the musicians can be found on our 
website:  www.DLGoodman.com, or by calling  (781) 
674-2440.  Our goal is to raise $3000 which will provide 
clothes and school supplies to 120 children, so they can 
begin school with confidence this fall.   There is a link 
on our website where congregants who cannot attend 
the concert can donate and help us meet our fundraising 
goal. Thank you and hope to see you at the concert! 
 

--Dan Goodman, Jessica Baum and Judith Glixon   

mailto:stephchiha@gmail.com
tel:978-369-7569
mailto:j.f.lane@rcn.com
mailto:Zaurie.Zimerman@gmail.com
http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org/
http://www.dlgoodman.com/
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FOLLEN CHURCH SOCIETY                        

755 Massachusetts Avenue              

Lexington, MA 02420 

Telephone: 781-862-3805         

 
 

Follen Staff [partial list]: 
 

Rev. Claire Feingold Thoryn, Parish Minister  

 781-862-3805 ext. 202  

 617-429-3003 cell 

 c.feingoldthoryn@gmail.com 

Debra Zagaeski, Director of Religious Education  

 781-862-3805 ext. 204  

 dre@follen.org  

Thomas Stumpf, Director of Music    

 781-862-3805 ext. 206  

 tstumpfmoz@aol.com 

Sarah Garner, Church Administrator    

 781-862-3805 ext. 205  

 sarah.garner@follen.org 

Catherine Collins, Membership Coordinator 

 781-862-3805 ext. 208  

 membership@follen.org 

Cindy Gallagher, Communications Administrator   

 781-862-3805 ext. 201  

 follen.cindy@gmail.com 

Jimmy McFeeley, Sexton   

 978-987-7592 

 jimmythesexton@gmail.com  

 
 

May 11, 2014 

FOLLEN NEWSLETTER 

Email: follen.cindy@gmail.com 

Web site: www.follen.org 

 
 

POSTMASTER: PLEASE RUSH!  

DATED MATERIAL 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

 

May 18 (cont.) 12:00 pm Lay Ministry Mtg (E/A) 
 1:00 pm Advocacy Workshop (M) 
 4:00 pm MSYG Cookout (CC) 
 6:30 pm FUUY Mtg (CC) 
 
Mon. May 19 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S/ASR/EA) 

 7:00 pm Covenant Group Mtg (L) 
 7:30 pm Membership Cmte  Mtg(ASR) 
 
Tues. May 20 3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR) 

 7:30 pm Senior Choir Rehearsal (S) 
 
Wed. May 21 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR) 

 7:15 pm Worship & Music AT (L) 
 7:30 pm Buildings & Grounds AT (M) 
 
Thurs. May 22  3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR) 

 7:00 pm Religious Education AT (L) 
 7:00 pm Sacred Dance (ASR) 
 
Sat. May 24  Cape Cod Weekend 
 
Sun. May 25 10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
 
Mon. May 26 4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S/ASR/EA) 
 
Tues. May 27 3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears (S/ASR) 

 7:30 pm Senior Choir Rehearsal (S) 
 

Upcoming Follen Events: 
 
Sun. May 11 8:30 am Parent Support Group (M) 
 9:00 am Senior Choir Rehearsal (S) 
 10:30 am RE Classes 
 10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
 6:30 pm FUUY Mtg (CC) 
 
Mon. May 12  4:00 pm Operetta Rehearsal (S, ASR, E/A)

 7:30 pm Parish Board Mtg (M) 
 
Tues. May 13 3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR) 

 7:30 pm Senior Choir Rehearsal (S) 

 
Wed. May 14 10:00 am Knitting (ASR) 
 3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR) 

 6:00 pm Welcoming Cong Cmte (off-site) 

 7:30 pm Communications Cmte Mtg. (L) 

 
Thurs. May 15 3:00 pm Leads Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR) 

 7:30 pm Follen Church Annual Mtg (CC) 

  
Sat. May 17 9:30 am Operetta Rehears. (S/ASR/EA) 
  
Sun. May 18 8:30 am Parent Support Group (M)  
 9:00 am Senior Choir Rehearsal (S) 
 10:30 am RE Classes 
 10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
 12:00 pm Reflections (ASR) 
 

See additional dates at www.follen.org  


