Dear fellow Follenites,

January 2017

Each year, our community comes together and decides that Follen Church will live another
year: we do this with our pledges!
If you have already pledged this year — and are part of the more than $300,000 already
raised out of a $538,000 goal budget — THANK YOU! You are part of what helps us thrive.
If you have yet to pledge, please do so soon. We count on your pledges to help make our
congregational life strong.
In times like these, it is good to come together. Together we reaffirm what really matters
and recommit to live out our highest ideals. The world needs what we can give, but we can
only give if we rejuvenate our souls and find hope for the journey. Within our church
community, we find spiritual sustenance and support; we find courage; we find joy. We find
a place for our soul to rest, and a place to regather energy for the work ahead.
What was once a ragtag bunch of abolitionists became the Follen Church of today, thanks to
all the people over the years who generously and consistently invested their time and their
treasure in our community. Today we are a thriving community of thinkers, leaders,
parents, teachers, kids, singers, activists, businesspeople, entrepreneurs, caregivers—
faithful, hopeful, brave people. We want to make a difference in our lives, our communities
and our world.
We believe that community matters, that we are more powerful together than apart, that
we need each other, that the world needs us, that together our voices will rise in song and
prayer and we will have the courage and hope to face each new day as it comes.
Please, be a part of Follen’s future, help us live into the new day together. Please, be as
generous as you can.
Yours in faith,
Rev. Claire

Dear friend,
Now more than ever, these are exciting times at Follen and I am asking you to contribute.
We grow together every day as we worship, learn and fight for social justice together. This
stewardship effort means that we’re coming together to will ourselves into being and fund
ourselves.
Your pledge makes a big difference
More than 75% of our church budget comes from our stewardship campaign. Annual
pledging lays the foundation and sets our sights for the coming year.
This past year, we have been joined by two new directors as part of our dedicated
staff. And for the first time in decades we hosted summer services, which were well
attended and attracted new families into our community. These services were funded by
generous one-time donations from a small group of committed parishioners.
For the next fiscal year, which starts on July 1, we want to continue our commitment by
providing equitable benefits to our staff, funding summer services from our budget, and
recruiting a new Director of Religious Education. Given these goals, we estimate an
increase of 5-6% in Follen’s operating budget for Fiscal 2018.
Follen’s income

Follen’s spending

How does pledging work?
A visiting steward (a Follen volunteer) will contact you. Please welcome this call and
contribute as generously as you can.
Follen leadership has already pledged. As a result, we have raised more than half of our
goal. Now it is your turn to contribute to next year’s efforts.
You can learn more about stewardship at Follen’s website. Go to https://www.follen.org.
Under the “Community” tab at top, click on “Stewardship at Follen.” Please reach out to me
personally should you have any questions or comments regarding our stewardship
campaign.
Thank you for helping make this happen,
Chris Farnham
stewardship@follen.org

